June 17, 2007.

I enjoy visiting my parents in Gillespie County – it’s the 70 mile, hour and half drive that is the problem.

I enjoy visiting my daughter Anna in Hayes County – it’s the 60 mile, hour and 20 minute drive that is the problem.

I enjoy being in Big Bend N.P. – it’s the 300 mile, 7 hour drive that is the problem.

Like so many things in life if I could just snap my fingers and be there everything would be fine. But I can’t. Life doesn’t work that way.

Most of the time we all have a pretty firm grip on where we are. Some of the time we have a pretty clear vision of where we’d like to be; it’s the distance between the two, the getting there that is the problem and snapping your fingers to make it happen doesn’t produce any results; you have to make the journey and put in the time on the process to

have the hope of arriving at where you want to be. And that journey is full of risk, adventure and learning.
Getting to this day has been a two year journey for me. Back then I had a pretty firm grip on where I was. But I began to feel or sense what I understood to be the call of God to begin thinking about life after full time parish ministry. I could engage that process for awhile but not sustain it for very long. As the days turned to months it got a bit easier to do. I read and evaluated a variety of signs both internal and external that I took to have important implications for the decision I knew loomed ahead. I prayed daily about the journey that I knew I was on. I prayed that the comfort level I know in this vocation and the love and support I experience from you in doing ministry would not cloud the issue before me or make me risk averse in moving forward. And I prayed that somehow along the way whatever the decision turned out to be that it would also be a blessing for you.

Some of my friends call me “Mr. Map” or “Map-man” because when we travel I always take along maps for the journey and the destination. I also run a GPS so I always know where we’re at, time and mileage to destination and the topography of the surrounding area – I’m somewhat fanatical about it, so I’m told.

I selected the bible texts that you’ve heard this morning because they can be a map for the journey we’re on. We know where we are at this point; I’m retiring from full time parish ministry and have a sense of loss about much that I am comfortable with and about to leave behind. You are, I think, feeling the surprise of the announcement, perhaps a sense of loss about my departure and questions about the future.
The Genesis text about God’s call to Abraham and Sarah can be a starting point on the map for us. From what we can tell Abraham and Sarah were comfortable and secure in Ur of the Chaldeans. They were well established and most likely expected to live out their lives in that city. The God called and said “it’s time to move on” and everything changed for them. No doubt they experienced a sense of loss of all that was familiar and comfortable, the end of relationships and the gnawing question about what lay ahead, where the heck was Canaan and how do you get there? The only choice they had was to trust God. As Christians we say that we are people who do that – trust God. Trust is reliance on the integrity, strength, ability and certainty of another. God is that other for us and while we spend much of our time believing we are in charge, in control and on top of what is going on, there are times when God intervenes, things change and we come to realize that trust in God’s integrity, strength, ability and certainty are all that we can really count on at the deepest level of our being – and that is not such a bad place to be. 
So Abraham and Sarah set out on their journey, trusting God and so do we on our new journey. Canaan is out there, we will arrive. I will find a new vocation beyond full time parish ministry and you will find a wonderful new pastor but we have to set out on the journey, do the process and we’ll do that together and well over the next six months.

If I had my GPS running I’d be looking at the topography around me for this journey. St. Paul describes the topography, the lay of the land, in the reading from Romans 12. Listen to it again; “For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness…”
What Paul is saying is that we are all connected to one another – and always will be as the body of Christ in the world today. And that as Christ’s body we have an abundance of gifts and talents that are sufficient for whatever we face, whatever journey forward we are on.

The greatest blessing I’ve experienced as your pastor is to be part of the rich diversity and abundance of gifts that are so evident in our congregation. 
· We have always had excellent leaders who devote amazing amounts of personal time and expertise for our ministry. 
· We have an abundance of people who minister to others in the congregation, through the congregation and in our community. 
· We have many people with the gift of teaching; not only in the formal sense but in the way they instruct us through their relationships and lifestyle of faith and hope. 
· So many of you are exhorters – always encouraging, supporting, complimenting and thanking. 
· Your generosity is amazing – we have never been in need with any program or ministry and have always been provided, through your generosity, with whatever was needed for a challenging time. 

· And I know you to be a loving compassionate people. That has seen me through difficult times. I know your compassion and cheerfulness has been a blessing to many others as well.

That’s the topography in which we make this journey. You are wonderful, good, faithful people. You have tremendous gifts and talents. God has supplied, through you, all that is necessary for the journey that lies ahead. It will go well for you. It may not be easy, but you have what is needed and know how to use it and you trust God who has called us forward on this journey toward a new future.

The last marker on the map is the most important to hear. The Gospel text is Matthew’s account of the resurrection of Jesus. The events of the past three days have left the disciples in fear. They wonder what will happen to them next. They know they have lost their leader. They don’t know what the future holds. The angel in the tomb says what is one of the most repeated phrases in scripture; “Do not be afraid”. A few verses later Jesus appears to the disciples and say the same thing; “Do not be afraid”.
I need to hear that today and often over the next six months. For the first time in 30 years I don’t have a job come December and I’m pretty apprehensive about that. 

You need to hear that today and often over the next six months. Change is always challenging and risky. Change always produces fear and anxiety. It is a given. It is normal. It is what we always feel when we step off into the unknown. But going through that fear is the only way forward. 

In the midst of their fear the disciples encountered new life, new hope and a new future. Jesus was raised by God from the dead and that opened a new way forward. A new way forward is beginning to happen for us now and it will bring new life. The journey we face will be worth the risk, the effort, the grief and the uncertainty we feel today. 
So that’s the map. How do we get from where we are today to where we want to be six months from now? We follow the map. Like Abraham and Sarah we set out on the journey that lies before us trusting the integrity, strength, ability and certainty of God. We’re wise enough to know that trusting ourselves just won’t get it done. We know we don’t travel alone. God is with us – as the Psalm says; “Our refuge, our strength, a very present help in trouble…The Lord of hosts is with us…” on the journey we begin today.

We travel knowing that we’ve been outfitted by God with all that is necessary for the journey; the gifts of God for the people of God are abundant among us and will sustain us as we travel this road together as the body of Christ.

We go forward knowing that the fear we feel will not last. We will move beyond it. We will begin to see and experience the new life and new direction that will open up as we travel. It may not come as quickly as we like or with as much clarity as we wish, but it will happen and a good future lies ahead at our destination. Along the way we’ll learn new things about each other. We’ll grow wiser and more mature on this journey. We may even learn to be more faithful and trusting because of what we experience. And we will be changed because of the journey and we will find that it will be a blessing for us to have made the trip.
Some weeks back I took a trip to Boston. I did a very unusual thing. “Mr. Map” decided not to take his GPS or buy any maps of the area. Driving late one night in the Cape Ann area I got lost. It was disconcerting and I was angry with myself for being so foolish to travel without a good map.

I learned a lesson. Always take a good map. Don’t leave home without one. God has laid one out for us. Let’s take it and use it well. Let’s do this trip, finish strong and end well this phase of our life together. I know good things are ahead at the destination. We have a way to get from here to there.
AMEN SDG

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Announcements:

Welcome to this service of Holy Communion on the 3rd Sunday of Pentecost and happy Father’s Day to all of you Dads out there who, like me, have been blessed with the gift of children.

This past week I announced by way of a letter to you that I would be retiring in December from full time parish ministry after 30 years of service – 27 of which have been in this congregation. I will say more about that and the journey ahead for you and for me in the sermon. Beyond that you should know that your Parish Council has meet twice over the past 9 days to begin working on matters of transition. Following the service this morning you are invited to remain here, in the sanctuary, for Lewis Westerman and the Council to give a short briefing on the status of the transition work. In order for that meeting to begin promptly Mike and I will not be greeting at the door following worship. We’ll take a break of about 5 minutes to allow those to leave who need to and then begin the briefing.
Former long time Day School teacher Sammy Beer died this week. Sammy had retired from teaching some years back due to health issues. Sammy was a faithful member of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and the funeral service will be there on Tuesday at 11:00 a.m.

Please stand for the hymn…
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