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I heard a story on NPR about the people in charge of pronouncing names at commencement 
ceremonies across the nation. The piece said some have been practicing names for weeks now, since in 
the moment they have only a few seconds to read the name and register how to pronounce it. 
Computer programs flag names as easy, moderate or difficult to pronounce, include phonetic tips and 
even allow students to call in and leave a recording of how they pronounce their names.   
 
How wonderful that there is such effort to make sure names are pronounced correctly in the instant 
which represents the achievements made possible by significant investment on a myriad of levels. To 
have someone take the time to say your name correctly at graduation is important; it honors your 
journey to that day and recognizes the transition that is occurring when your name is read and you walk 
across the stage to accept that diploma. 
 
Our names are important, and naming is important in biblical stories as well. Many of our biblical 
narratives talk about the reason a particular name was chosen because of how the name speaks to the 
person’s experience or destiny. There are stories of people’s names changing because of significant life 
experiences—think Abram to Abraham, Sarai to Sarah, Saul to Paul. A recent Sunday gospel also 
reminded us that the Shepherd knows the name of each one of his sheep. 
 
To be named, or have someone take the time to know your name is significant, especially at transitory 
points in our lives. Even if you are not graduating this spring, this season of graduations and transitions 
from one academic year into summer and then to the next is also a reminder of how we all go through 
transitions in our lives. They don’t stop when you become an adult; they just take on new forms and 
sometimes come more or less suddenly: a change in jobs, buying a house, moving across the state or 
across the country, going back to school, having a baby, sending your baby off to college, retiring and 
figuring out what to do next, realizing it’s time to slow down because you can’t do what you used to be 
able to do … the list of transitions we face goes on and on. 
 
Whenever we are in the midst of transition, however, whether an exciting or dreaded one, to be known 
is incredibly comforting. Not only our name, but to be known fully. To trust that someone understands 
where we have been, and assures us that we are not alone as we set out into the future unknown.   
 

(Continued on the top of page 2) 

FROM THE PASTOR 

December 2008 

 

 Through God’s Grace  

    All are welcome as we joyfully, 

Receive…to Give 

     Learn…to Serve 

 and Worship…to Grow. 

 Worship 

Sunday Morning 

Holy  Communion 

At  9:30  a.m. 

Breakfast & Fellowship at  

9:00 a.m. in CrossWay 

 

Monday Evenings 

June 16, July  21 &  

August 18 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Education 

   Sunday Morning -  

Our children’s Christian 

Education is on break for 

the summer. 

     Adults – Parlor  

 June 8, July 13 and  

August 10 

(See page 8 for more 

information.) 

 

Nursery 

A Nursery is available for 

infants through 4 years of 

age during Sunday morning 

worship and the Sunday 

School hour.   

 

Office 

Monday - Thursday from 

    9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

Friday from  

    9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

210-822-3394 

office@clcah.org 

 

      Summer  2014 - 1 



When I was getting ready for the big and exciting transition of moving from Minnesota to 
south Texas, a family member shared this well-known prayer with me:  
 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
We may not know where our life’s transitions will lead us; yet we have a God who wants us 
to be confident that wherever we go, we will not be alone.  God calls us each by name – 
even pronouncing all our names correctly! – and reminds us that each of us is significant 
and beloved. 
 
- Pastor Marie Purcell 

Pastor…. (continued from page 1) 
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Groups 

 

Book Club 

    First Tuesday  

    6:45 p.m. - Location TBA 

Dominos Group 

    First Thursday  

    9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 

First Thursday Lunch 

    First Thursday  

    12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 

Healing Prayer 

Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.  

Rode Prayer Chapel 

Hope Circle 

    On break for the summer 

Joseph’s Sons 

    First Monday 

   6:30 p.m. - Location TBA 

Jubilate Choir 

    On break for the summer 

Lydia Circle 

    Second Tuesday 

    6:30 p.m. - Primrose House 

Men’s Breakfast 

    Second Tuesday  

    7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ 

Quilters 

    Every Tuesday 

    9:00 a.m. - Primrose House 

Sanctuary Choir 

    On break for the summer 

The Mulligans 

    Date, time & location TBA 

Young Women’s Group 

    Date, time & location TBA 

 

Other groups meet during the 

year.  For information about any 

of the above groups, please 

contact our church office. 

Synod Assembly was held May 2-4 in Austin. The theme of the Assembly was “God’s 
Missional River – Jump In.” We worshipped together, considered how God’s missional 
work was alive in our Synod and how we were being called to “Jump In” and participate in 
it. We also heard reports on the various ministries of the Synod, and a report from a 
representative of our national church and we approved next year’s budget. The offering 
from Synod Assembly supported LifeStraws through Water for Africa. A LifeStraw is a 
personal filtration system with no moving parts that filters out 99.999% of all impurities, 
costs less than $10 each, and provides a full year's supply of clean water. We are happy to 
announce that Christ Lutheran raised $2,980.00 to contribute to the Assembly offering 
which will provide for 298 straws. The total offering for LifeStraws from all the conferences 
throughout the Synod was $139,651.86. Thanks be to God!  
 
We are very grateful to Teresa Forsberg, Luis Sifuentes, Bob Logan and John Callaghan for 
serving as our lay voting members at Synod Assembly. If you see them, say thanks!  

Synod Assembly  
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Member 

News 

Births 

 Lillian Kate born on May 

27 to proud parents Will 

& Elizabeth Garrett and 

big sister Poppy 

 

Baptisms 

 Bryce Kenneth Steffen 

Thompson on May 11. 

Bryce is the son of Ken  

& A.J. Collins-Thompson. 

 

 

 

We urge you to mark your calendars for the Annual Meeting scheduled for June 22 
following the 9:30 a.m. service, where we will share the accomplishments from our 
ministries, the treasurer’s report, nominations for Parish Council positions, and plans for 
the upcoming year that begins July 1. 
 

The planning process is nearing completion and here are some of the more notable steps 
in the process: 
 

Nominating Committee:  Parish Council Trustee Dana Whelan will be relocating to 
Colorado this summer with her family. Dana has been a huge leader and contributor to the 
Council, to the Day School Board where she served as chairman, to the children’s Sunday 
School and countless other areas. We will all miss Dana and the Whelan family. The first 
terms of President Brad Wheeless, Vice President Will Garrett, Treasurer Duane 
Westerman, and Trustee Bob Lynch will end this year. Each is eligible for a second term 
and has indicated interest in continuing to serve. Robb Decker has agreed to chair the 
nominating committee, which consists of Parish Council members Ken Thompson and 
Katya Cantu and congregational members Mary Lynn Logan and Penny McDonald. On 
May 4, it was announced that nominations were open and would close on May 22. 
 

Budgets for next year:  We are developing the operating budget for Christ Lutheran 
Church to align resources with our ministries. The budget for giving to vital service 
organizations in our community and the world (Benevolences) is also in process. We plan 
to continue the practice of directing 20% of our resources to worthy causes.  
 

Vision and Priorities: The Parish Council has been hard at work reviewing the Vision 
Statement as well as the priorities established for this year. The Council was assisted in this 
review by a group of former Parish Council presidents and various leaders from the 
congregation. No changes to the Vision Statement were recommended.  
 

The Priorities proposed for the upcoming year are much the same as those guiding us this 
year. They include: 
 

 Worship & Music:  Continue our approach to worship; support the inclusion of 
music and art in worship. 

 Encourage Member Participation and Engagement: Encourage all to increase 
worship service and Sunday School attendance; encourage everyone to participate 
in a ministry; expand participation in small groups; provide more fellowship 
opportunities; step up stewardship efforts (time, talent, treasures) – especially 
giving; shift the focus of service projects to fewer and larger congregational events. 

 Youth Program: Provide opportunities for youth of all ages; develop new 
opportunities as needed for each age group; find the right person for the open 
Faith and Family Formation Director position. 

 Day School: Align the Day School mission to the evolving needs of the 
congregation and community; continue ministering to the parents of young 
children from the congregation and the community. 

 Growth: Leverage our strengths and address the evolving needs of prospective 
members; increase new membership in excess of attrition; increase average Sunday 
church attendance, participation, pledges and giving, new programs; and continue 
to improve our welcoming approach.  

 

I look forward to sharing the details at the Annual Meeting! 
 

- Brad Wheeless 

From the Council President... 
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“The difference between you and the homeless is … you have a support system.” 
 - Pastor Ann Helmke, Director of Spiritual Services, Haven For Hope 
             
Several CLC adults and teens attended Pastor Tom Robison’s Faith University class on May 4 for a discussion on 
homelessness and Haven for Hope, San Antonio’s amazing model for transformation.  Pastor Ann Helmke, 
Director of Spiritual Services at Haven for Hope, shared her inspirational story as one who helped to launch Haven 
from vision to reality. 
 
Exciting things are happening at Haven. Ann believes Haven is changing not just the homeless but the staff, 
volunteers and community that serve them. She thinks our city is undergoing transformation because of Haven’s 
presence at our center. Members of our congregation who volunteer and give to Haven can attest to that. 
 
70 in 7 
Haven is asking the worship community to embark on a bold partnership. “70 in 7” is a citywide call to help 70 
graduating Haven families start a new life, from scratch, with love, companionship and a wide swath of support. It’s 
a “Faith Homing” project that provides a support system to individuals and families emerging from homelessness 
after completing the transformation process at Haven for Hope. In seven months, Haven hopes to enlist 70 faith 
communities to “adopt” a graduating family. Hope Lutheran Church was the first church to step up and take in a 
family – a single mother with several children. 
 
Christ Lutheran: a Faith Home 
Those of us who attended Ann Helmke’s presentation enthusiastically embrace the idea and we’d like to gauge the 
congregation’s response. Do we want to do this? Can we do this? Can we take in a family that has nothing and share 
our love, faith, resources and talents for an extended period? Is Jesus nudging us? 
 
A Host of Critical Needs 
Here are some of the needs we may be called upon to meet. Do you see a place where you might be able to help? 
 
IMMEDIATE NEEDS 

 Stable Housing 

 Furniture, Household Goods, Clothing 

 Food, Cleaning Products 

 Employment at a Living Wage 

 Transportation 

 Childcare 

 Faith Community 
 
LONGTERM NEEDS 

 Educating/Job Training 

 Healthcare/Dental 

 Legal, Financial and Money Management 

 Parenting Guidance 

 Social and Community Connections 
 

(Continued on the top of page 5) 

Can CLC Do This? 

Haven for Hope: 70 in 7 
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We are so grateful to Dana Whelan for her service on Parish Council and her dedication to the ministries of Christ 
Lutheran. Dana served as Parish Council Trustee for the last year. Sadly for us, but happily for her family, the 
Whelans are moving to Colorado. Besides P.C., Dana has also been actively involved with so many other ministries 
throughout her time here including Sunday School, Faith University, serving on the Associate Pastor Call Committee 
and Faith Formation Taskforce, and serving on the Day School Board and as its chair. She serves in all these 
capacities with a smile on her face and a dedication to our ministries that inspires. Besides this, the Whelan family 
has become a Sunday morning institution, missing church only when traveling. We are grateful to Dana, Bill and 
their lovely daughters, Caitlyn and Claire, for all they have meant to CLC. They will be missed.    
 
To thank Dana for her service on Parish Council, we will host a reception in her honor Sunday, June 22, 
following the Annual Meeting. Please make a point to thank her for her service to our congregation and 
community. 

Thanks to our Outgoing  

Parish Council Member! 

All kinds of people, dressed down, singing out. 
  
Christ Lutheran invites you to an Americana & Bluegrass Mass on the third Monday (June 16, July 21, August 18) of 
each month at 6:30 p.m., with music led by Bob Oliver, Sam Becvar and others.  
  
This casual, dressed-down service of Holy Eucharist will feature music from American folk, gospel and bluegrass 
traditions. We will explore the spiritual themes present in this rich tradition while we share in word, fellowship and 
communion. 
  
Strong coffee will be served! All are welcome! Questions encouraged!  

Americana & Bluegrass Mass 

This may not be easy or pretty. It may be grueling, frustrating and overwhelming. But it may be one of the best 
things we’ll ever do together – a congregation extending our love and sharing our blessings with a family that ended 
up homeless for a myriad of possible reasons. Perhaps it was drugs or alcohol, mental illness, poverty, divorce, 
desertion by a parent, an accident or illness or disability. Maybe it was short-term bad luck. Maybe they just need a 
helping, non-judgmental faith family that cares. 
 
Let’s talk. If you’re interested in a tour of Haven for Hope and getting together to consider how CLC can volunteer 
as a Faith Homing community, sign up for a tour in the church office on June 14 (see page 12 for details)… and let’s 
pray together over the beautiful possibilities to come. 
 
- Jan Schubert Norris 

Haven… (Continued from Page 4) 
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Sunday, September 7 
Kicking off Service! “God’s work. Our hands.”   
A Day of Volunteering with Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
 
On the first Sunday in September, we will join together with the whole Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as 
one church, made up of 4 million members, nearly 10,000 congregations, and 65 synods for a dedicated day of 
service. We seek to use our hands to do God’s work of restoring and reconciling communities in Christ’s name.  
Last year, we participated in this day of service in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the ELCA and it was such a 
powerful day for so many people that it’s back again this year with some key modifications.  
 
Please join us as we gather at our regular summer worship time at 9:30 a.m. for a worship service with communion 
before we are then truly sent out into our communities to serve. You can even wear your jeans and work clothes to 
church! If you have your t-shirt from last year, please wear it. We will also be placing a new order this year if you still 
need one or need a new size. Email the church office at office@clcah.org to place your order.  
 
Last year we went to the SA Food Bank to sort food; we cleaned up Brackenridge Park; brought the gift of music to 
the elderly at the Forum; packed beans and rice for the hungry who come to Agape ministries and more! This year 
will bring many equally important ministry and service opportunities, to be announced with sign-up sheets starting in 
August. A big thanks to Allyson Pryor for her help to coordinate all this. 
 
So please, dig out your work clothes and your yellow “God’s work. Our hands.” shirts, save the date on your 
calendar and look for more details coming throughout the summer about this wonderful day of service in the name 
of our God, who is ultimately a God who comes in service to all. 
 
Sunday, September 14 
Kicking off Youth & Family Ministry!  
Sunday School Begins  
Stockholder’s Banquet 
 
On Sunday, September 14, we will switch back to our academic year worship schedule with worship services at  
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  Our Sunday School programming will also begin on this day during the 9:15 a.m. hour.  
With Faith University for adults in the Fellowship Hall, High School students will be prepping for the Stockholders 
Banquet, Confirmation students will meet in their classrooms and the children begin the year with Godly Play in the 
Children’s Chapel and the new Godly Play room upstairs! 
  
After the 10:30 a.m. worship, all those who invested in the youth through stock purchases will be invited to stay for 
a special lunch banquet and presentations from the youth about their summer mission trip to Denver, where they 
will have served the homeless and needy! A slideshow of photos, speeches from our teenagers and delicious food 
will combine for a meaningful kickoff to our youth ministries for the year. Even if you missed out on buying stock in 
May, you can still come and purchase your ticket at the door for only $20.  
 

(Continued on the top of page 7) 
 
 

Gear Up for September Kick-Offs! 

mailto:office@clcah.org


Sunday, September 21  
Kicking off Small Group Ministry Fellowship, Fun & Service! Complete with an All-Church Picnic & Benevolence Fair 
 
On Sunday, September 21 we will be kicking off our small group ministries for the 2014-2015 academic year.  Look 
for our new Small Group Ministries booklet to be revealed on this day with all the small group opportunities that 
will be available for the year! 
 
After the 10:30 a.m. worship service, you are invited to attend our All-Church Picnic for some old-fashioned fun and 
good food! Small Group leaders and the benevolence ministries we support will be invited to set up displays about 
their ministries so members can learn more about all the small groups and service opportunities and then consider 
where they would like to participate during the year! 
 
If you are interested in beginning a new small group, please talk to Pastor Marie by Sunday, September 7 so your 
group can be included in the 2014-2015 brochure! 

Gear Up… (Continued from page 6) 
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Mile-high city, here we come! Our Sr. High Summer Mission Trip will be to Denver, CO this year. We will depart on 
Sunday, July 27 after worship and return on Saturday, August 2. While in Denver, we will participate in urban 
ministry by volunteering at a homeless shelter, with a food pantry and with a ministry focused on teens in crisis. 
Pastor Leslie and our Youth Coordinator, Luis Sifuentes, will be the adult leaders for the trip. To keep costs low, we 
will stay at Abiding Hope in Littleton, Colorado Monday through Wednesday nights. We are grateful to them for 
their hospitality. The cost of the trip is $150.00 plus participation in our fundraising efforts through the Stockholders 
Campaign this spring and the Stockholders Banquet in the fall. 
 
Our Stockholders Campaign invites the congregation to “invest” in our youth. It is our goal for every adult member 
of the church to buy a share of stock to support the youth and build a relationship of investment in our youth. Each 
stock share is also a ticket to our Stockholders Banquet, held on Sunday, September 14, 2014 at 12 noon in 
Fellowship Hall, where the trip participants will serve a thank you lunch and share with the congregation what they 
did on their trip and how they grew in their faith. Shares are $20 each. Children under 12 may attend the banquet for 
free. If you have already invested, the youth say, “Thanks!” If not, there is an insert in this month’s Proclaimer. Please 
fill it out and mail in your donation to the church office to support our trip and our youth. Thanks in advance for 
your generosity.  

DENVER! Sr. High Mission Trip!  

You Can Buy Stock!  
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Our CLC kids are signed up for camp … and the fun starts July 13. Are you ready? What are you most excited 
about? Is this the year you’ll try the Big Swing? Or will you try your hand at archery or canoeing? Are you excited to 
go hiking, maybe all the way up to the Big Cross? Are you excited for arts and crafts or cocoon time? 
 
Personally, I’m excited for congregation time each day when I’ll get to hang out with all of our Christ Lutheran kids, 
hear about what you are doing and all you are learning. We’ll use this time to plan a special way to share our camp 
experience with the congregation when we get back on Sunday, July 20. I’m also excited about all the opportunities 
for camp worship, singing together in God’s beautiful creation!   
 
Preparing for Camp 
If you’re coming with us to camp this summer, make sure you check Camp Chrysalis’ Camper and Parent 
Information webpage. It includes everything from a sample daily schedule, sample menu, camper expectations and 
guidelines and a packing list! Find it here: http://crosstrails.org/summer-camp/lutheran-camp-chrysalis/
information. 
 

(Continued on the top of page 9) 

Are you ready for Camp Chrysalis!? 

Starts July 13! 

This summer we will be taking a break from our usual “Talk Back to the Pastor” class. Instead, we will offer a three-
session study on David Beckmann’s book, Exodus from Hunger. In 2010, Lutheran pastor and economist, David 
Beckmann, was awarded the World Food Prize in recognition of his leadership in the global battle against hunger 
and poverty. Though his experiences in the realms of food, faith and politics are varied, Beckmann’s primary role for 
the past 20 years has been as the president of Bread for the World, a non-partisan, Christian organization that urges 
our decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad. Throughout his book, Exodus from Hunger, Beckmann 
affirms the ways people of faith have contributed to fighting hunger (food banks, monetary support, can drives) 
while challenging them to further involvement in national politics. This class will be offered on the second Sunday of 
every summer month (June 8, July 13, August 10), directly after the worship service around 10:30 a.m. in the Parlor. 
It isn’t necessary to read the book to attend the class, but if you wish to purchase a book, contact the church office 
office@clcah.org. The cost is $15.  

Faith University: Summer School! 

On June 1 at the 9:30 a.m. service, we will celebrate our Class of 2014 high school graduates at Christ Lutheran: Jake 
Almquist, Connor Gates, Ben Richard and Brenna Schulze. We are proud of these young adults and their many 
achievements. Join us during worship for a blessing, prayer and gifts for our graduates. Join us also after worship for 
a reception in their honor where we will display pictures, mementos, and hear more about their awards, honors and 
plans following high school. And then let us congratulate these young adults as they move into this exciting new 
phase of their lives! 

 

Graduation Sunday 

http://crosstrails.org/summer-camp/lutheran-camp-chrysalis/information
http://crosstrails.org/summer-camp/lutheran-camp-chrysalis/information
mailto:office@clcah.org


Drop-off and Pick-up Information 
All families are responsible for their own transportation to and from camp.  You can check the Cross Trails website 
for directions. Registration is from 3:00-5:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 13; Camp Chrysalis cannot accept early arrivals. 
 
For full week campers, parents are invited to come to a final program and worship on Friday, July 18 at 2:00 p.m.  
Please arrive to pick up your camper no later than 2:30 p.m. on Friday. Pastor Marie would also appreciate it if you 
check in with her when you pick up your child so she can feel assured all Christ Lutheran kids are going home with 
the right people! 
 
If your child is in the half-week Young’ns program, there is a final program and worship for them on Wednesday, 
July 16 at 11:00 a.m. Please arrive to pick up your camper no later than 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday. 
 
Communication While Kids are at Camp 
Camper families are encouraged to contact their campers during their stay. However, non-emergency visits or phone 
calls are disruptive to the camp program. So please plan to write letters or e-mail your camper.  
 
Letters: Some parents choose to write letters and postcards prior to the camp week, and leave them with the camp 
staff to distribute. If you would like to write to your camper from home, please mail very early. Write to: (Camper 
Name and Program), Camp Chrysalis, 391 Upper Turtle Creek Rd Kerrville, TX 78028. Faxes to campers will not be 
accepted.  
  
E-mail: Campers can receive e-mail! E-mail to campers will be printed out each morning at 10:00 a.m. for afternoon 
mail call. Because office space is limited, campers will not have access to the computer to reply. E-mail with 
attachments, including photos, will not be accepted.  
  
Camp Chrysalis uses a camp e-mail system to protect themselves from viruses and to help cover the cost of printing 
each e-mail to pass along to the camper. To e-mail your camper, you’ll need to set up an account:  
 
1. Go to www.crosstrails.org (Click on Summer Camp and find Connect to Campers).  
2. Click the “Camper Email” button; this will direct you to a new site. 
3. Click “Register Now.” 
4. Enter your Pre-Approved Registration Code: GGEJUBDR.  
5. Fill out all the required information. 
6. Purchase Bunk Note credits - You will need a credit card.  
7. Send an e-mail to your camper!  
You will need to register only once and after you register you will be able to invite others to use these services.  
  
In Case of Emergency, call (830) 257-6340. If you call during non-business hours, please know that the machine is 
checked regularly for messages, including just prior to breakfast and just after lights out. If there is a life or death 
emergency after 11:00 p.m., call our Health Center at (830) 792-4868. 
 
Looking forward to an amazing week with our campers! 
 
- Pastor Marie 

Chrysalis… (Continued from page 8) 
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“It’s a tale of a whale and a whale of a tale and a story of the deep blue sea…about a fish and a man named Jonah who’s a lot like you 
and me!” 
Who:  All Children entering 1st-7th grades welcome!  
  (CLC membership not a requirement) 
When:    Monday, June 23 – Sunday, June 29 
  (Including Saturday morning breakfast and dress rehearsal) 
Performance:   Sunday, June 29, 9:30 a.m.  
  (During worship) 
What:   Preparation and performance of the musical OH JONAH! by Allen Pote and Carole McCann, plus 
  other outings, including a trip to the Trinity University Fine Arts Theatre, swimming at the Alamo 
  Heights pool, a trip to the Forum Independent Living home to share music with the residents, 
  and more!   
Where:   Christ Lutheran Church 
Cost:   $75 (cost of music, bus, recreation, T-shirts included) 
Registration: Limited to first 25 registrants, so please register early. Registration deadline is June 1. 
 
To the whole congregation, we invite you to please come on June 29 to our 9:30 a.m. worship service with Holy 
Communion when the children from Music Week will share the story of Jonah with us!  It will be a wonderful way 
for the children to share God’s Word with us!   
 

Music Week: OH JONAH! 

Workshop of Wonders: Imagine and Build with God! 
A Day Camp for Children Ages 3-5 
Sometimes, in the midst of the routine and the everyday, we suddenly experience the wonder of God. We’re 
surprised. We’re grateful. We say, “WOW!” At the Workshop of Wonders VBS, your children will discover their 
own “WOW!” moments as they explore how to imagine and build with God.   
 
Through this summer’s Christ Lutheran VBS program, it is our hope that your children will discover how the 
ordinary becomes extraordinary with God.  We hope that the Biblical figures they meet in the Bible will inspire them 
and instill in them a passion to participate in the creative life of God, the one who works wonders. 
 
Say What?! The Parables of Jesus 
A Day Camp for Elementary Kids 
When Jesus spoke in parables, the disciples and listeners often had to exclaim, “Say What?!” Sometimes, parables 
were hard for the people to understand. Sometimes, parables took a drastically different approach to thinking and 
learning. Sometimes, “Say What?!” was the only response the listeners could summon. 
 
This summer, at all Cross Trails Ministry programs, campers will explore and wonder about who Jesus was talking to 
and about in these parables. Campers will also learn how parables are as relevant today as they were in the time of 
Jesus and how these stories relate to their lives. 
 
Registration deadline for VBS and Day Camp is Sunday, July 13.  

Vacation Bible School 2014 

July 28-August 1 



Volunteers are crucial to our VBS success each year. Please take some time to consider if God could be calling you 
to work with our children this summer. This is a wonderful opportunity to share the love of God with these children 
and to see anew how children experience the word of God! Please prayerfully consider how you could help us with 
this invaluable ministry.  

 
We are currently looking for: 
 

 5 families to offer dinner to our 4 camp counselors from Camp Chrysalis 

 1 more family to host our 2 camp counselors and provide them a comfortable place to sleep! (Preferably a 
family who lives near Ryan and Sarah Loyd who are already hosting 2 of the counselors, this makes 
transportation easier for the counselors.) 

 2 teachers to be in the classrooms with Preschool kids from 8:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Monday-Friday. 

 2 workshop leaders (Crafts and Recreation) for our preschoolers. This is a one-and-a-half to two hour 
commitment Monday-Friday. 

 Helpers to assist the camp counselors in the Day Camp; 8:30 a.m.-3:45 p.m. Monday-Friday, this is a great 
job for mature middle school students and high school students, adults welcome as well. 

 1 more helper to assist teachers in classrooms with Preschool kids from 8:30 a.m. -12:15 p.m. Monday-
Friday, this is a great job for mature middle school students and high school students, adults welcome as 
well. 

Thank you to all those volunteers who have already stepped forward!   
 
Please contact Pastor Marie or Lisa Diana with your interest in helping! 

Volunteers Needed for VBS Week! 
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All women and friends of Christ Lutheran Church women are invited to come to Camp Chrysalis for a women’s 
retreat led by Pastor Marie on the weekend of September 26 - 28  
 
What to expect? 

 Beautiful worship in God’s creation 

 Engaging Bible studies and discussion 

 Comfortable cabin accommodations with plumbing 

 Fellowship with women of all ages from Christ Lutheran 

 Opportunities for hiking, meditation, art expression, quiet time, jovial time and more! 
 

More details about the Bible Study theme, cost and registration to come in the September Proclaimer! 

Women’s Fall Retreat – Save the Date! 

September 26 - 28 at Camp Chrysalis 
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Saturday, June 14: Tour Haven for Hope 
You’re invited to join a tour of Haven for Hope especially for CLC members. The tour is scheduled from 10:00 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. They’ll offer a 30-45-minute classroom information session about how Haven for Hope came to be 
and the rest of time we’ll walk throughout the campus. Everyone is asked to wear comfortable shoes and 
clothing. This tour is recommended for adults ages 17 and older who would like to volunteer at Haven for Hope, be 
involved in the “70 in 7” project (see page 5) or would just like to know more about this important ministry for the 
homeless in San Antonio. CLC plans to have volunteer opportunities this year and Haven for Hope recommends 
everyone take the tour before volunteering. Please call the church office if you would like to participate! 

Tour Haven for Hope! 

On April 23, some very kind helpers – Allison Gates, Linda Mercer and Nancy Jones – took 38 boxes to Texas 
Lutheran University, where they were placed on large trucks and sent to Maryland for Lutheran World Relief. The 
boxes contained 90 quilts, 47 school kits, and 2 fabric kits. Through the generosity of our congregation we were able 
to send over $250 toward the cost of shipping. The youth of CLC also helped by packing the quilts for our group. 
This year each box was given a bar code. We hope this will give us an opportunity to keep track of where our quilts 
go. 
 
Peggy Carmody has joined our Tuesday morning regulars of Charleen Richardson, Marty Halstead and Kitty 
McCullough. Gloria Meyer, Lorraine Lancaster, Delores Cleveland and Pat Porter work on the hand quilted project. 
We couldn't do what we do without the help of Rachel Jackson and Becky Richard, who cut squares, and Grace 
Carbajal and Lauren Jackson who sew tops at home. 
 
A great big THANK YOU to all who helped us to accomplish our goal! 
 
- Lucy Mathesen 

Traveling Quilts & School Kits 

Please join reader friends on Tuesday, June 3 in the Primrose House at 6:45 p.m. for fellowship and a discussion of 
The Son by Philipp Meyer. Bob Logan will lead the discussion. 

CLC Book Club 



 All who attended the CAM workday! CAM was very appreciative of our help! 
 

 Teresa Forsberg, Luis Sifuentes, Bob Logan and John Callaghan for serving as our lay voting members at 
Synod Assembly.  

 

 Sunday School Teachers! Thanks for all the work so many volunteers did to teach and care for our 
congregation’s children during the year!   

  

 Our new Confirmands – Claire Benson, Cade Chegin, Kelli Jackson, and Kylie Hill. We are so proud of 
them, all they have accomplished and their faithful, mature service to our congregation on Confirmation 
Sunday.  

 

 Our graduating high school seniors - Jake Almquist, Connor Gates, Ben Richard and Brenna Schulze! 
 
 
 
 

Praises to … 
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It is hard to believe that the 2013-2014 school year is about to end. We had a great year! I hope you saw our banner 
that was hanging over Broadway at Cloverleaf! Now we are planning for our Summer Program and the 2014-2015 
school year. 
 
Another event we are planning for next year is our 60th anniversary. Christ Lutheran Day School has been serving 
the congregation and community for 60 years. The time is here to plan a celebration for this outreach mission of 
Christ Lutheran Church of Alamo Heights. If you are interested in serving on a planning committee for an event/
reunion to be held during the summer or fall or 2015, please contact me at 822-7671. We hope to have a wonderful 
celebration! 
 
Our End-of-School Program was Friday May 23 and our Summer Program will be June 2-20. Our first day of 
school for the 2014-2015 school year is September 2.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Day School.    
 
- Marilyn Hamilton 

From the Day School 
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On June 1, Lori Harris invites all the Junior and Senior High Youth on a field trip to the Bracken Cave Preserve to 
view the amazing flight of millions of Mexican Free-Tailed bats as they emerge from the cave for their nightly flight. 
As many of you know, Mike and Lori are cavers and both have had the opportunity to learn about the area and its 
inhabitants and we have been privileged to view the emergence on more than one occasion. Each time they are awed 
and amazed at the magnitude and beauty of God’s creation and his creatures.  
 
Bracken Cave is home to more than 10 million female Mexican Free-Tailed bats, making it the largest gathering of 
mammals in the world. Each June, more than 5 million bats are born and raised in the Cave. The females become 
pregnant in Mexico and elsewhere in Latin America, and then migrate in March and April to the cave. At the height 
of summer, more than 15 million bats are using the cave and the surrounding countryside. The entire colony eats 
140 tons of insects each night. 

 
 
Each attendee will need to complete a Release of Liability form and submit the form to Lori Harris before or on 
June 1. The form provides information on what to expect, what to wear, suggested items to bring and what not to 
bring as well as directions to the cave and a map. The plan is to meet at the church at 5 p.m., leave no later than 5:30 
p.m. and carpool to the cave so as to arrive at 6:00 p.m.  
 
For more information about the Bracken Cave Preserve, visit Bat Conservation International (BCI) at 
www.batcon.org , visit them on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/BatCon or follow them on twitter at 
https://twitter.com/BatConIntl.  
 
For questions please contact Lori Harris at (210) 865-7003 or lharris4117@yahoo.com.  

Junior and Senior High Youth:  

Bracken Cave Preserve Tour 

http://www.batcon.org
https://www.facebook.com/BatCon
https://twitter.com/BatConIntl
mailto:lharris4117@yahoo.com


Dear friends at Christ Lutheran Church, 
 
Here is a blast from your past! While I was teaching theology and church history at 
Texas Lutheran University during the first decade of this century, I was a member of 
Christ Lutheran Church. Some of you may never have met me. Some of you may 
remember me and remember my love for the church across the globe and across time. 
It will not surprise you that this August I will be moving to Hong Kong to begin serving 
as a long-term missionary for the ELCA, teaching church history at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary there. This is my newsletter #1. 
 
Although I have not yet begun my service in Hong Kong, I have been in contact with 
my future colleagues at the seminary there and I am very impressed and eager to work in 
such an environment. The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hong Kong prepares 
leaders for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong and also for the churches 
of the broader region in China and southeastern Asia.  There are students from the 
Mekong Peninsula, including Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. One of the hopes that the 
seminary has for me is that I will become fluent in Mandarin so that I can travel within 
main land China to teach short continuing education courses for its graduates there. My 
initial teaching, however, will be in English. In addition to working with students and 
colleagues on campus, I will participate in the seminary’s pastoral and educational 
support of Hong Kong’s congregational ministries off campus by preaching, teaching, 
and administering the sacraments. If you would like to learn more about the seminary, 
visit http://www.lts.edu.  
  
I am studying Mandarin every day online, planning my syllabi, and packing books to 
ship overseas. I am also helping the ELCA’s Director of Missionary Sponsorship, Rev. 
Lanny Westphal, identify congregations and individuals that might be willing and able to 
sponsor my work. For the sponsors this means engaging with and accompanying me 
and the Lutheran Church of Hong Kong through designated financial support, prayers, 
and a listening ear. 
 
If any of you would like to be one of my sponsors, please let me know and I will send 
you the forms to fill out and send to Rev. Westphal. For my part, I will keep in touch 
with you through regular newsletters. I will be living in Champaign, Illinois, until I leave 
for Hong Kong, so I can be reached at the address below.  
 

Christ’s peace to you all. 
 
     Carolyn Schneider 
     110 Flora Drive, #2 
     Champaign, IL  61821 
 
     (217)398-5670 
     Carolynschneider153@gmail.com 

A Letter from  

Carolyn Schneider 
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Summer Worship Schedule 
On Sundays through our “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday  

on September 7 
there will be one service with Holy Communion  

beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Food and fellowship precede the service  
beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the CrossWay 

 

If you would like to participate in bringing breakfast  
foods for the fellowship time, please sign up on the  

bulletin board in the CrossWay or call the church office. 


