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September 11, 2001, marked a horrifying day for our country. Nineteen suicidal terrorists, invoking the 
ancient faith of Islam, took the lives of 2,749 people as they destroyed the World Trade Center and 
damaged the Pentagon. They considered U.S. citizens “infidels” with misguided values. These terrorists 
believed that their actions would earn them a sacred place in paradise.  
 
But the views of these 19 terrorists did not and do not represent the beliefs of the vast majority of our 
country’s more than 5 million Muslims. Sadly though, after 9/11, the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations reported a 70 percent increase in bias and violence against Muslims in the United States. 
Today, Islam remains the most negatively viewed religion in our country. As Christians, we have a 
responsibility to hear from our Islamic neighbors about the beliefs of their religion as a whole rather 
than listening only to media reports of extremists’ views. With close to a quarter of the world’s 
population practicing Islam, it is also wise for us to consider Islam that we might better understand it as 
a religion and learn to more fully welcome our Muslim brothers and sisters.  
 
The holy book of Islam, the Quran, specifically prohibits the killing of innocent people. Chapter 5, 
verse 32 of the Quran states, "We ordained for the Children of Israel that if any one slew a person -- 
unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief in the land -- it would be as if he slew the whole 
people; and if any one saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of the whole people." 
 
Islam, like Christianity, is a faith that calls for charity, humility and service. Join us at Christ Lutheran 
on July 12 at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary, after Sunday morning worship, as we hear from Brother Mike 
Martin of the Islamic Center of San Antonio and on Friday, July 24, at 1:15 p.m., at the Islamic Center 
to witness a Muslim prayer service. Through learning we gain wisdom and understanding.  
 
- Pastor Leslie Price 

Welcoming the Stranger:  

Learning about Islam  

December 2008 

 

 Through God’s Grace  

    All are welcome as we joyfully, 

Receive…to Give 

     Learn…to Serve 

 and Worship…to Grow. 

 Worship 

Sunday Morning  

through September 6 

Holy  Communion 

At 9:30 a.m.  

Breakfast & Fellowship 

begin at 9:00 a.m.  

Monday Night Live 

Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall through 

September 7 

 

Education 

  Our Christian Education 

programs are on summer 

break through September 6 

 

Nursery 

Nursery is available for 

children who are infants 

through 4 years of age 

during Sunday morning 

worship.   

 

Office 

Monday - Thursday from 

    9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

Friday from  

    9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

210-822-3394 

office@clcah.org 

 

          July 2015 
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Groups 

 

Book Club 

    First Tuesday  

    6:45 p.m. - Location TBA 

Conversational Spanish 

     Will resume in September 

Dominos Group 

    First Thursday  

    9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 

First Thursday Lunch 

    First Thursday  

    12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 

Healing Prayer 

Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.  

Rode Prayer Chapel 

Hope Circle 

    TBD  

    9:30 a.m. - Primrose House 

Joseph’s Sons 

    First Monday 

   6:30 p.m. - Location TBA 

Jubilate Choir 

    On Summer break 

Lydia Circle 

    Second Tuesday 

    6:30 p.m. - Primrose House 

Men’s Breakfast 

    Second Tuesday  

    7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ 

Quilters 

    Every Tuesday 

    9:00 a.m. - Primrose House 

Sanctuary Choir 

    On Summer Break 

 

 

Other groups meet during the 

year.  For information, please 

contact our church office or visit 

our website www:clcah.org. 

Annual Meeting Highlights: As we were nearing the end of our fiscal year (June 30) it 
was time for our annual congregational meeting, which we held after church service 
Sunday, June 7, 2015. Here are some of the highlights: 
 
Annual Report 2015: As is our custom, we prepared an Annual Report that includes the 
minutes from last year’s meeting, reports from the clergy, the Parish Council, the treasurer 
and from each of the 56 leaders of the committees, teams and small groups that make up 
the ministries of Christ Lutheran Church. Reading the report was a great reminder of the 
range of opportunities available to “receive to give, learn to serve and worship to grow” 
referred to in our Mission Statement. If you were unable to attend, you may get a copy of 
the Annual Report 2015 from the church office. 
 
Parish Council Elections:  Blossom Stobb was elected to serve as the Secretary, and 
Sarah Loyd was elected as a Parish Council Trustee. Joe Diana has been serving as a 
Trustee since being elected to complete the final year of Dana Whelan’s term following her 
move to Colorado. This year Joe was elected to begin his first full term as Trustee. 
Blossom and Sarah join Joe and the returning Parish Council members Will Garrett, 
Duane Westerman, Bob Lynch and Brad Wheeless. This team brings a great balance of the 
skills and experiences needed and reflects the demographics of the congregation. Kenneth 
Thompson has completed his last term as Trustee and will be leaving the council. Ken has 
been a great contributor to the council and will be missed. 
 
Our Direction: The Mission Priorities were presented at the annual meeting and represent 
a continuation of the parish programming that we have become accustomed to at Christ 
Lutheran Church but with a few new twists. A budget for the upcoming year was 
presented and approved that reflects the same. 
 
Worship & Music remain at the top of the priorities. Continuing our liturgical and 
creative approaches that feature music and art remains important while we look for new 
ways to share the joy of worship.  
 
Participation and Engagement in the work of the church from worship to fellowship to 
service activities remain a key priority. While we already have 56 small groups available, we 
will continue to look for new ways to address the evolving needs. 
 
We have named Outreach more directly in this year’s priorities. While we plan to continue 
sharing 20% of our congregational giving with a lineup of organizations that provide 
essential spiritual and social services, we encourage a service-minded community by 
providing a variety of service opportunities. Improving our welcoming approach remains a 
need. 
 
We are in the best position in many years to provide opportunities for Youth of all ages. 
Developing new opportunities and building peer and mentoring relationships will be a 
focus this year. The Day School remains a priority and an opportunity to serve the young 
families in our congregation and in the community. 
 
 

(Continued on the top of page 3) 
 

From the Council President: 



Growth is becoming increasingly important as we seek to stay strong as a congregation. 
Increasing membership, attendance and giving are all vital to our long term health. 
 
The full list of Mission Priorities is available in the Annual Report. 
 
Offering Appeal: As we approach the end of our fiscal year on June 30, please 
thoughtfully consider your offerings supporting the ministries of our church in the coming 
weeks.  We are running behind budget in regular offerings through May, and would like to 
narrow this gap to help in our planning for next year’s budget and programming, the first 
fully staffed year we've had in some time. Please check your contributions to see if you may 
have fallen behind a bit on your giving. Your time, service and financial gifts make our 
Parish’s Vision come to life. Thank you for your support!  
 
- Brad Wheeless, Parish Council President 

President….(continued from page 2) 
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Member 

News 

Births 

 Congratulations to Edith 

Delaney on the birth of her 

great grandson, Finnegan 

Locke Delaney on June 3. 

 Congratulations to Tessa 

Baden & Joey Valencia on 

the birth of their daughter 

Della Ann Amelia Baden on 

June 16. 

 

 

Sympathy to: 

 The family of David 

Glendening, who died on 

May 31. 

Praises To 

 All who helped make Music 

Week a great time for our 

kiddos and all the young 

singers, dancers and 

actors who charmed us 

with “It’s Cool in the 

Furnace”. 

 

 All who helped serve dinner 

at Haven for Hope on June 

28. 

 

 The Nominating Committee 

for their time and 

commitment in selecting 

candidates for Parish 

Council. 

 

 All members of the Parish 

Council. 

 

 Ken Thompson for his 

service as PC Trustee. 

 

 Blossom Stobb who will 

serve as PC Secretary and 

Sarah Loyd and Joe Diana 

who will serve as Trustees. 

We invite the congregation to join us on Sunday, August 2 at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
for lunch and an opportunity to learn more about the vital ministry of Mosaic. Mosaic 
seeks to create lives of possibilities for people with intellectual disabilities. At this meal, 
Karina Villa, Mosaic’s Community Relations Manager, will introduce us to several of 
Mosaic’s clients who will share their stories and share how Mosaic has been instrumental in 
helping them live full lives through the many and various homes, programs and offerings 
that Mosaic provides. 
 
This a great way to better understand the challenges and joys that our brothers and sisters 
with intellectual disabilities may face and it is also a wonderful way to see how Lutherans 
are embracing God’s call to serve since Mosaic is an affiliated social ministry organization 
of the ELCA and a member of Lutheran Social Services in America. 
 
Please sign up to attend this wonderful event either in the CrossWay or through the 
Church office. Mosaic is providing the meal and would very much like help in determining 
how many to expect. Let’s have a great showing of members as a way to welcome these 
wonderful people into our midst! 

Brunch with Mosaic:  

An Opportunity to Meet our 

Neighbors 
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Our campers will be attending camp Sunday, July 26 through Friday, July 31.  If you haven’t done so already, please 
turn in your Health History and Activities Release forms. These forms are due ASAP.  Below are listed arrival and 
departure information as well as items to bring to help you get ready for camp. Campers are Parker Jowers, William 
Hall, Dawson Attleson, Stella Schwarze, Sophia Jowers, Isabel Partida, Hannah Whitmore, Griffin Hall, Allen 
Attleson, Abby Jones and Leah Vasquez.  Elise Murguia, Ana Bevcar, Ander Escudero and Avi Escudero will be 
attending camp another week.  
 
Arrival: Your camper may arrive at Camp Chrysalis between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. on the first day of their camp 
session.  Because camp staff has other responsibilities, they cannot accept early arrivals. Older youth campers may 
not drive themselves to camp; they must be brought to camp by a responsible adult.      
 
Departure: To ensure your child’s safety, camp policy requires that all campers be signed out by a person designated 
on the Health History form. Please note this portion of the form. Camp ends at 2:30 p.m. on Friday. Family and 
friends are welcome to come at 2:00 p.m. and join our closing worship.  Please arrive to pick up your camper no 
later than 2:30 p.m. Pets are not allowed on site, so please don’t bring them with you.  
     
Early Departure: If a camper must leave camp early, arrangements need to be made with the Camp Director, and 
the camper must be signed out at the office. 
 
Below is a list of things to bring to camp this summer.   Please put your name on everything!     
___Bible   ___Sleeping Bag & Pillow  ___Towel & Washcloth ___Soap & Shampoo ___Toothbrush & Toothpaste 
___Other Toiletries ___Insect Repellent ___Sunscreen & Chapstick ___Shirts—at least one per day of camp 
___Shorts—at least one per day of camp ___Modest Swim Suit  ___Swim Towel ___Underwear & Socks   
___1 Pairs of Long Pants    ___Clothes That Can Get Muddy ___2 Pairs of Tennis Shoes ___Shower Shoes 
___Water Shoes (no sandals) or Old Pair of Tennis Shoes ___Sun Hat or Cap ___Light Jacket or Sweatshirt 
___Lightweight Rain Coat or Poncho   ___Prescription Medications in their Original Bottle ___Copy of Your 
Insurance Card— If you have not submitted one yet ___Flashlight with Batteries ___Money for Offering— $3.00 
per camper (optional) ___Notebook, Pen, Envelopes & Stamps (optional) ___Money for the Camp Store (optional) 
___Sunglasses (optional) ___Camera (optional) ___Sleeping Pad (Extreme Adventurers, & River Riders) 

Camp Chrysalis  

Thank you to the Confirmation students for assisting in worship during the month of June.  Please note we have 
only one service during the summer months at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. 
 
Acolyte Schedule for July: 
Sunday, July 5:  Leah Vasquez 
Sunday, July 12:  Elise Murguia 
Sunday, July 19:  Michael Sever 
Sunday, July 26:  Brian Sever 

Junior High: Confirmation Class 

Youth & Children 



This summer, seven of our senior high students will be attending the ELCA Youth Gathering that happens every 
three years around the U.S. The ELCA Youth Gathering is about faith formation, worship, study, fellowship, service 
and play. It is an opportunity for our youth to engage with peers from across the United States and the world who 
share a common commitment and faith in Christ. This year the ELCA Gathering will be held in Detroit, Michigan, 
July 14 -19. 
 
Our youth will rotate through a variety of service learning experiences in the surrounding community. They will 
explore and strengthen their faith by studying God’s word, serving their neighbors, sharing bread and wine in 
worship, participating in lively faith discussions and broadening their experience of God’s world and diverse 
communities through travel. How can our congregation help? You can purchase shares to invest in this part of our 
youths’ faith journey.   
 
Save the Date! 
We are asking everyone to purchase at least one share for $20 or to become a major stockholder for $100. Each 
share comes with one ticket to attend our annual Stockholders Banquet, and if you’re a major stockholder you can 
host a table of eight. This year our Banquet will be held on Sunday, August 30 at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
I hope everyone can attend so the youth can thank you in person and share their experiences with you. 
 
-Carrie Jowers 

It's not too late to become a  

CLC Youth Stockholder! 
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Youth & Children 

VBS is filling up quickly, so we encourage you to register now before it’s too late.   
 
When: Monday, August 10 through Friday, August 14 
Where: Christ Lutheran Church 
Who: All children ages 3 through incoming 5th grade 
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
Cost: $30 per child  
 
Register online or grab a form from the Sunday School Bulletin Board located outside the Children's 
Chapel or from the church office. 
 
Confirmation and high school students are highly encouraged to help with VBS! Contact Carrie Jowers in the church 
office for more information. 

VBS 2015:  

Register now, deadline is July 10! 
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Dear Members of Christ Lutheran, 
 
Thank you so much for the incredible outpouring of love at the Babies Shower on Sunday, May 31. David and I felt 
so blessed by your excitement for us and your generosity in helping us prepare for two babies! A special thank you to 
all who worked so hard to put the shower together for us: Lynn Rada, Laurie Huhndorf, Rhonda Vasbinder, Kim 
Wheeless, Don Kurtti, Mark and Maria Dulce Kurtti and Bryan Woods. It was such an adorable presentation of 
jungle juice, zebra cakes, luscious lion cake, giraffe-y taffy and more!   
 
I am now in the third trimester and working toward our August due date. Baby check-ups have all been coming back 
great so we are just praying that this last leg of the pregnancy journey continues in the same way. We’ll be welcoming 
these little girls into the world before we know it! 
 
Thank you again for all your love and support! 
 
Peace— 
Pastor Marie and David 

Thank you! 

You can support the CLCAH Music Ministry and the musical non-profit organization Antigua Tejas by donating to 
a Goodwill Donation Drive fundraiser! For every truck filled with gently used clothing or household goods, 
Goodwill Industries will pay up to $1,000. Our partnership with Goodwill actively supports Goodwill’s mission to 
help change lives through the power of work. The donations that are collected will go directly into Goodwill stores 
where proceeds help fund education programs and services such as job preparation and placement, health services, 
financial literacy and job training and certification. 
  
Join us on Saturday, October 17, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the CLC Primrose parking lot.  Stay tuned for 
other activities happening that day!!  We can begin collecting items whenever you’re ready.  Please contact Cyndi  
Erp-Long if you would like to donate early! 
  
Help us raise money while also helping Goodwill aid those who have been left behind by the world of work. You 
will receive tax receipts for your donations. 

Goodwill Drive Fundraiser 

Save the date and save your stuff!  

Hope Circle will meet Thursday, July 9 at 9:30 a.m. at the Primrose House. Pastor Marie will lead the Bible study 
and Frances will be our hostess. All are welcome. 

 

Hope Circle 



One of our hopes at Christ Lutheran is that all our members might be engaged in their 
ongoing faith development. We encourage all our members to prioritize attending worship as 
a place where our faith can be fed, where we can gather all together as a community to hear 
God’s message and most importantly to experience God’s graciousness through the 
sacraments. This is something we promise at baptisms and even as we join Christ Lutheran we 
promise that we will be a part of this community through active worship engagement. 
   
We also hope that this faith development will go beyond the hour of worship and that our 
members will also become engaged in this community and in their faith through participation 
in small group ministries. We recognize that we are a community of unique individuals and as 
such have different needs and interests even when it comes to growing in our faith. For that 
reason we also have a variety of small group ministries for people to engage with, whether it’s 
a Bible study group, a prayer group, a fellowship group, a musical group, an interest group or a 
service group.  
  
To continue faithfully offering all these groups, Pastor Marie will be updating our Small 
Groups booklet for the 2015-2016 school year. She is hoping to do this work in July to have 
the booklet prepared before taking maternity leave in August. If you are currently a small 
group leader, please expect to hear from Pastor Marie regarding details about your group’s 
continuation. If you are interested in beginning a new small group, please contact 
Pastor Marie to learn more about small group leadership and to get your group in the 
2015-2016 booklet.   
 
Thank you to all our leaders who seek to help our community as “we grow together spiritually 
to be a dwelling place for God” (Ephesians 2:22).  

Small Group Ministries:  

Fall 2015 Kick-Off Preparation 
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Staff 

The Rev. Leslie Price 

Senior Pastor 

 

The Rev. Marie Purcell  

Associate Pastor 

 

Carrie Jowers 

Director of Faith Formation 

 

Marilyn Hamilton 

Director of Day School 

 

Becky Richard 

Office Manager/Accountant 

 

Linda Sulser 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Dr. Dan Long 

Director of Music Ministry 

 

Bill Ross 

Organist 

 

Rosario Alferez 

Church “Keeper” 

 

Sam Tenorio 

Custodian 

 

Ryan Loyd 

Sound Tech 

 

Sandy Roe 

Nursery Attendant 

 

Parish 

Council 

Brad Wheeless, President 

Will Garrett, Vice Pres. 

Duane Westerman,  

Treasurer 

Blossom Stobb, Secretary 

Sarah Loyd, Trustee 

Bob Lynch, Trustee 

Joe Diana, Trustee 

Pastor Leslie Price 

Pastor Marie Purcell 

It’s Thrivent Night at the Ballpark on Thursday, July 30, which means the stands will be full of 
Lutherans and the tickets will be extremely discounted at only $3 a ticket since Thrivent is 
subsidizing! So get geared up for a fun night of baseball as the San Antonio Missions take on 
the Frisco RoughRiders at 7:05 p.m. 
  
Call the church office to buy your tickets today or talk to Pastor Leslie! They will go fast so 
make certain you act quickly to enjoy a night of hot dogs, baseball and the company of your 
Christ Lutheran friends! 

Take me out to the ballgame! 

Take me out to the crowd …  

of Lutherans! 



Christ Lutheran Church 
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If your summer weekends get full too quickly, we have a solution for you! Now after a weekend at the  

lake or beach, you can still worship at CLC. This summer we are holding a Monday night service  

at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. This service has the same sermon and basic format as Sunday morning,  

complete with Children’s Time and Holy Communion, but it is held in a more laid back fashion with  

opportunities for creative worship engagement. Our outstanding organist, Bill, will accompany us on piano,  

and we gather around tables, allowing children to color or draw while in worship. It is a meaningful time to  

gather and to come alive to God’s grace in our lives.  

Monday Night Live 


