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It's hard to believe that summer has come to an end already! But the start of a new school year brings 
promise and excitement. Our fall schedule at Christ Lutheran is full of things to get excited about, too.  
From Sunday School for our youngsters and parents… to special events for All Saints Sunday and 
Reformation Sunday … to Blessings of Animals and Bibles, we have a meaningful fall that invites us to 
focus on growing in our relationship with God and with one another. You can read all about them in 
this issue and upcoming issues of the Proclaimer. For my main article this month, I would like to 
highlight our two kick-off events! 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Saturday, September 12 – To get us started on the right foot, we are 
responding to Christ’s call to reach out to the foreigners in our midst with a warm welcome. We are 
heading to the Karnes Detention Facility to pray for alternatives to family detention in the face of our 
current immigration crisis. The bus leaves CLC at 9:00 a.m. and will return by 2:00 p.m. Please reserve 
your spot on the bus by e-mailing Pastor Leslie at leslie@clcah.org and don’t forget to bring a sack 
lunch!  

Rally Day Fun for All Ages Sunday, September 13 – Following up our day of service, we invite you 
to join us for a special Rally Day Sunday complete with Sunday School kick-off for all ages and a 
church picnic hosted by our lovely and talented Elizabeth Diggs with delicious food for everyone. We 
will be back to our schedule of two Sunday services at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. We’ll have activities for 
the children at the picnic (around noon) that remind us all of good old fashioned fun! Please bring a 
friend to join in the festivities. Volunteers are needed! If you’d like to help out with set-up the day 
before or prep or clean-up on the day of the picnic, we are always appreciative of the help. If you 
haven’t picked a large event to volunteer for yet, perhaps this is the one! Contact the church office or 
Elizabeth Diggs if you can volunteer.  

-Pastor Leslie 

From the Pastor … 

September 12 – 13 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Saturday  

& Rally Day Sunday 

December 2008 

 

 Through God’s Grace  

    All are welcome as we joyfully, 

Receive…to Give 

     Learn…to Serve 

 and Worship…to Grow. 

 Worship 

Sunday Morning 

Holy  Communion 

At 9:30 a.m. on 

September 6 & 

At 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

beginning September 13.  

 

Education 

 Sunday Morning -  

9:15 a.m. for All Ages: 

Children 3 & up –                    

Children’s Chapel 

     Junior High Youth: 

Rooms 214 & 216 

Senior High Youth: 

Sr. High Youth Room 

     Adults – Fellowship 

 Hall 

Beginning September 13 

 

Nursery 

Nursery is available for 

children who are infants 

through 4 years of age 

during Sunday morning 

worship and the Sunday 

School hour.   

 

Office 

Monday - Thursday from 

    9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

Friday from  

    9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

210-822-3394 

office@clcah.org 

 

    September 2015 

mailto:leslie@clcah.org


September – Journey Together Faithfully 
In 2003, the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) produced a resource for 
congregations, Journey Together Faithfully, that they might consider how our church should 
respond to requests to bless same-sex relationships and to ordain, consecrate or 
commission people in committed same-sex relationships. As most of you are aware, this 
past summer the Supreme Court of the United States rendered its decision announcing the 
right of same-gender couples to have equal access to marriage. As a result of this decision, 
both our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, and our Synodical Bishop, Ray Tiemann, have 
encouraged pastors and congregations to engage in healthy discussion of this issue and its 
theological implications. To that end, we will dedicate our September Faith University 
Adult Education classes on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. to taking up this important topic. 
Pastor Leslie and Carl Hughes, Professor of Theology at TLU, will co-teach this class. Join 
us September 13, 20 and 27 in Fellowship Hall as we Journey Together Faithfully, listening to 
scripture, God at work in the world and one another.  
 
October – A Bach Family Album 
Like a photo album on the coffee table, our Director of Music Ministry, Daniel Long, will 
guide us through the history of the Lutheran Church's greatest musical family. Through 
paintings, photos and anecdotes (some humorous, well known, unheard of before and 
tragic): from a 16th century butcher turned town fiddler to J.S. Bach's grandchildren, the 
Bach family story will be told. Come join us for this unique class the Sundays of October 4, 
11 & 18, 9:15 am in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Here’s a glimpse of the complete fall schedule for  
Faith University: Sunday Mornings: 
September 13, 20 & 27: Journey Together Faithfully 
October 4, 11 & 18: A Bach Family Album 
October 25: In honor of Reformation Day, Professors and Spouses, Carl Hughes of Texas 
Lutheran and Cayenne Claassen-Luttner of St. Mary’s, face off about the theology and 
traditions of Catholics verses Lutherans!  
November 1: All Saints Intergenerational Activity 
November 8: Stewardship Breakfast 
November 15: Art & Faith: Icons 
November 22: Art & Faith: Poetry 
November 29: No Class, Thanksgiving Break 
December 6: Art & Faith: Liturgical Artwork with special guest Mary Overstreet 
December 13: Christmas Pageant 
December 20: Christmas Party 

Faith University:  

Sunday Mornings 
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Groups 

 

Angelicus Choir 

    Every Wednesday 

    5:30 p.m. - Sanctuary 

Book Club 

    First Tuesday  

    6:45 p.m. - Location TBA 

Conversational Spanish 

     Tuesdays 

     6:30 p.m.-CrossWay 

Dominos Group 

    First Thursday  

    9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 

First Thursday Lunch 

    First Thursday  

    12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 

Gloria Choir 

    Every Wednesday 

    6:15 p.m. - Sanctuary 

Healing Prayer 

Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.  

Rode Prayer Chapel 

Hope Circle 

    Second Thursday  

    9:30 a.m. - Primrose House 

Joseph’s Sons 

    First Monday 

   6:30 p.m. - Location TBA 

Lydia Circle 

    Second Tuesday 

    6:30 p.m. - Primrose House 

Men’s Breakfast 

    Second Tuesday  

    7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ 

Quilters 

    Every Tuesday 

    9:00 a.m. - Primrose House 

Sanctuary Choir 

    Every Wednesday  

    7:15 p.m. - Sanctuary  

 

Other groups meet during the 

year.  For information, please 

contact our church office or visit 

our website www:clcah.org. 
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Member 

News 

Births 

 David Charles Hagenburger 

born on August 20 to Eric 

& Julia Hagenburger. David 

is also welcomed by big 

brothers Blaine & Hugh. 

 Mollie Marie & Lydia Beth 

born on August 5 to 

Pastor Marie and David 

Purcell. 

 Penelope (Poppy) Nicholson 

born to Steven & Amber 

Nicholson on August 3. 

 

 

Sympathy to: 

 Our sympathy and prayers 

go to the family and friends 

of longtime member Ingrid 

Murray, who died on 

August 7. 

 The family and friends of 

Karen Mueller who died on 

August 24. 

 

Praises To 

 All who donated clothes 

and school supplies to 

Brenda’s family to help 

launch them on a 

successful year of learning 

and making new friends. 

 The men who helped power 

wash and stain the patio 

at the Cooperative 

Ministries in Higher 

Education building at the 

St. Philip’s Campus 

Ministry. 

 All who helped set up, 

teach, take down and help 

with anything else that was 

needed to make VBS a 

giant success! 

 All who bought stock in our 

youth and came to the 

Stockholders Banquet. 

Faith University: Night School meets at 5:30 p.m.-6:15 p.m. on Wednesday evenings in the 
Parlor. We meet during children’s youth group and choir activities to give parents an 
option to grow in their faith while their children participate in Wednesday evening 
programming. However, Night School is open to all! You don’t have to have a child 
involved in Wednesday evening activities to join our conversation in the Parlor! 
 
Night School is very discussion oriented, adapting easily to the questions that come up and 
providing a comfortable atmosphere to converse about faith struggles, doubts and 
uncertainties while also and delighting in how we are growing in faith. This fall, Terry 
Westerman will kick off our class with a five-week series on death, dying and the afterlife. 
Is there life after death? That is the question that has perplexed us since the beginning of 
time. If there is life after death, how does that impact the way we live our life now, before 
death? This class promises food for thought. Class begins Wednesday, September 16. All 
are welcome.  

Faith University: Night School 

We can’t wait to see everyone return to our monthly Lucy Circle meetings. We’ll be 
cranking up anew on Sunday, September 21 at 9:15 a.m. in the Parlor. The Lucies voted to 
continue reading from The Best American Essays 2013 for 2015-16. We’ll launch our 
discussion with His Last Game by Brian Doyle. It’s very short but filled with meaning and 
memories and we hope you can join us to share your impressions. Jan Norris will lead the 
discussion. 
 
We meet third Thursdays with an occasional diversion from the schedule for holidays or 
special events during the Sunday School hour. 
 
Lucy Circle invites all women who enjoy reading and thoughtful conversation. Sometimes 
we laugh, sometimes we cry … and it’s all good. If you’ve been with us before, please 
rejoin us in September. If you haven’t given the Lucies a try, come find out why this group 
keeps growing. 
 
- Jan Norris 

Lucy Circle:  

The Conversation Continues 
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Sunday September 13 during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 
At Christ Lutheran, we welcome 3-year-old children to begin a new stage of their faith development by beginning 
Sunday School. To honor this big step in their faith lives, we will welcome these children and their families to come 
forward for a blessing during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on September 13. At this time each child will be given a 
Spark Story Bible as a way to enter into their faith journey in the classroom on Sunday mornings and at home with 
their families.   

Stepping Stone for 3-Year-Old Children  

Preschool and Elementary: 
Preschool and elementary will start their morning every Sunday in the Children’s Chapel starting at 9:15 a.m. 
Preschool and elementary children will be using Holy Moly – the Spark Curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.  
 
The Holy Moly Curriculum develops a biblical imagination that lasts a lifetime. With a combination of animated 
videos, creative activities and age-appropriate learning, Holy Moly brings the Bible to life. Every Holy Moly lesson 
follows a four-part sequence: Discover, Relate, Connect and Create. Each week, kids watch an animated Bible story 
video, talk about the story, read the story for themselves and try a creative leaflet activity. Sunday School classrooms 
for preschool and elementary will be located on the second floor. Classes will be divided into three different age 
groups: 3 year olds through Kinder, 1st through 3rd grade and 4th through 5th grade. We will begin our time 
together in the Children's Chapel where we will sing songs, have an offering, pass the peace and have time to pray 
for our friends and families. 

Sunday School Schedule: 

9:15 a.m.: Children arrive to the Children's Chapel 
9:25 a.m.:  Children head to their classrooms (located upstairs) 
10:15 a.m.:  Parents pick up their children from their classrooms  

Sunday School Starts on  

Sunday, September 13! 

The Light – Living In God’s House Together 
The world can be a dark place. Be a light. Matthew 5:11  
 
Light’s Mission Statement (written by the youth!): Through our youth ministry we gain confidence, grow 
together in our relationships with God and with one another, accepting everyone for whom they are. We become 
involved in our community, and grow in our knowledge of the outside world and service to those in need. We gain 
greater understanding of God’s work in the world, and we learn how to communicate God’s grace and good news 
with others.  
 
The Senior High youth will meet every Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Senior High room located on the second floor. 
Meetings begin Sunday, September 13, to discuss this year's Bible study theme, special events they would like to 
participate in and next year's mission trip. For more information, please contact Carrie Jowers.  

Senior High-The LIGHT!  

Youth & Children 



Thank you to the Confirmation students for assisting in worship during the month of August.  Please note we will 
start back to our normal worship schedule on Sunday, September 13, with acolytes assisting at the 10:30 
a.m. service. 
 
Acolyte Schedule for September: 
Sunday, September 6th:  Griffin Hall 
Sunday, September 13th:  Sophia Weiss 
Sunday, September 20th:  Brian Sever 
Sunday, September 27th:  Elise Murguia 
 
Save the Date:  Acolyte training class will take place at our Confirmation Orientation meeting on September 9, 
starting at 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

Junior High: Acolyting 
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Sunday School Kick Off:  Sunday, September 13 at 9:15 a.m. (preschool, elementary, confirmation & high school 
students) 
 
Sunday, September 13: 3-Year-Old Stepping Stone during the 10:30 a.m. worship service 
 
Wednesday Night Choir & Activities:  Begin on Wednesday, September 16  
 5:30 p.m.:  Angelicus Choir for kinder through 4th grade (Sanctuary) 
 5:30 p.m.:  "The Outlet" for 5th through 8th grade (Senior High room) 
 6:15 p.m:  Gloria Choir for 5th through 8th grade (Sanctuary) 
 6:15 p.m.:  "The Spark" for kinder through 4th grade (Children's Chapel) 
 

Mother Daughter Retreat: Friday, October 16 – Sunday, October 18 (4th through 7th grade) 
Save the date for this fun retreat through Camp Ebert for mothers and daughters! 
More information about the weekend and registration to come! 
 
Trunk or Treat: Wednesday, October 28 (5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 
All other programming for the evening will be canceled so people can participate in Trunk or Treat. 
 
Christmas Pageant: Sunday, December 13 (during the Sunday school hour) 
Senior High Christmas Party: Sunday, December 13, in the evening 

Fall Calendar for Children & Youth 

Youth & Children 
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For Daughters in Grades 4-7 and their Mothers 
 
DATES: October 16-18, 2015 at Ebert Ranch (located outside of Fredericksburg) 
 
Have you ever cast a line and reeled in a prize-winning fish? God calls us to use our fishing skills to become fishers 
of people! This weekend you will explore how God has reeled us in and calls us to do the same for our neighbors. 
Mothers and daughters will grow together in faith and friendship through horseback riding, arts and crafts, Bible 
studies and worship. 
 
EARLY BIRD COST: 
$80 – Daughters 
$120 – Mothers 
$240 – Household Maximum 
 
Registration forms will be available starting September 1.  Please contact Carrie Jowers in the church office for more 
information. 

Mother/Daughter Retreat 

Youth & Children 

Through our Confirmation program (6th through 8th grades), we seek to encourage, inspire and nurture students as 
they experience God’s baptismal promises, grow in their faith and understanding and discover what it means to be 
God’s people in this world. We tackle the stuff that defines our religion, such as the Holy Scriptures, the Ten 
Commandments and the Creeds. Most importantly, we learn about the love and grace of God. 
  
On five select Wednesdays throughout the year, we spend time in large groups playing games, watching skits and 
hearing a presentation that explains the theme for the night. The remainder of our time together happens on Sunday 
mornings, where students gather in small groups and talk about the topic for the week and how it applies to their 
lives. 
  
Our first Wednesday large group of the year will be September 9 and will also serve as our 
ORIENTATION for the year. We invite all PARENTS of Confirmation students (6th-8th grade) as well as 
the youth to arrive at Fellowship Hall for orientation at 5:30 p.m. followed by our first large group class, 
which will run from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Pizza will be provided! 
  
On Sunday mornings, students will meet with their small group leaders in their classrooms (rooms #214 & #216, 
located upstairs). The first Sunday for small group Confirmation class will be September 13 at 9:15 a.m. on RALLY 
DAY! 

Calling All Confirmation Candidates … 

And Your Parents! 



This year we will be expanding our Wednesday evening music and activity programs for our children and youth. 
Instead of one choir specifically for children and youth, we will have two! This will allow us to offer a music ministry 
for all youth ages K-High School. Wednesday night programming begins the Wednesday after Rally Day, 
September 16.  
 
Angelicus Choir will be for our kindergartners through 4th graders who will meet from 5:30-6:15 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. Gloria Choir will be for our 5th-8th graders, meeting from 6:15-7:00 p.m. also in the sanctuary. 
 
Carrie Jowers, Director of Faith Formation, will offer ministry activities for our children and youth during the times 
they aren't singing and making music. So, our 5th-8th graders will meet for The Outlet from 5:30-6:15 p.m., and our K
-4th graders will meet for The Spark from 6:15-7:00 p.m. You don't have to participate in both in order to participate 
in one!  
 
For our high school youth who have grown up singing at church, Dr. Dan Long is delighted to welcome you to the 
adult Sanctuary Choir, which meets from 7:15-8:30 p.m. Wednesday nights.  

Wednesday Youth & Children’s  

Music Program 
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The Spark:  
For kindergarten through 4th grade. We will meet right after Angelicus Choir in the Children's Chapel at 6:15- 
7:00 p.m. We will hear a story from the Bible and have lots of fun activities planned each Wednesday night. You 
won't want to miss out on this fun time of fellowship with your peers!  
 
The Outlet:  
For 5th through 8th grade. We will meet upstairs in the Senior High room at 5:30 p.m. until 6:15 p.m. We will have 
group conversations centered around the Bible; followed by games and other fun activities. Super fun fellowship 
time! This age group is encouraged to then attend Gloria Choir rehearsal following The Outlet.  

Wednesday Night Programming  

Youth & Children 

We had a great week at VBS!  120 children participated in our VBS program the week of August 10 through August 
14! All the teachers and leaders felt so blessed to spend time with the children who attended. Throughout the week, 
we learned about the power of God to provide for us, to comfort us and to forgive us no matter what. Each day the 
children started and ended with our awesome VBS songs. Every family was given a CD to take home, and we still 
have a few left for any families that would be interested in having one. Our mission project for the week was the 
ELCA Walk for Water Project. We discussed water issues each morning that occur around the world and even here 
in the United States. The children raised over $400 to support this important project. Way to go guys! 

VBS 2015:  Everest 
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Many of you know Heather Anderson, daughter of Alice and Dale Anderson. Heather joined Christ Lutheran with 
her parents and her brother Joel in 1977, and she was a vibrant, joyful, lovely young girl and young woman who was 
confirmed at CLC and was active in many ministries in our congregation. After graduating from MacArthur High 
School and Texas A&M, she married Mark Hansen, and they welcomed two children into their family. Heather has 
worked in ministry and education, and in May, she graduated from Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN.   
 
And now this excellent news for Heather and her family! She has been called to serve as Associate Pastor at 
MacArthur Park Lutheran, where she and Mark have been members for 18 years. Heather’s ordination will be held 
October 17 at 7:00 p.m. at the Texas Lutheran University Chapel. All are welcome. In addition to her ministry at 
MacArthur Park, which begins in September, she will continue to teach several classes at TLU. 
 
She is a child of our congregation and we love her and wish her well in this exciting new chapter in her life and 
ministry. 

We Launched a Pastor! 

We are delighted to have in our congregation our very own seminary student, Allyson Pryor. Allyson is part of 
Luther Seminary’s Distance Learning program, and this fall she is embarking on her second year of part-time studies. 
She will be taking Greek among other things this semester, so be sure to stop her and inquire as to the original 
Greek text of a gospel reading some Sunday morning! Besides working on her ancient languages, Allyson is seeking 
to develop her gifts and skills for preaching. To that end, we will have the pleasure of hearing her give her very first 
sermon on Sunday, September 20 at both services. Please join us on this special Sunday to hear our seminarian share 
the word of God with us and to support her as she seeks to follow her calling to serve God’s church as a pastor.  

Seminarian Sunday, September 20  

Many thanks to our faithful Altar Guild for all their work to make our sharing together at the table a most 
meaningful experience of the sacrament. After meeting with the Altar Guild over the summer, the pastors and 
members of the Guild have decided to offer a couple of slight variations to our regular practice of Holy 
Communion. First, we will be trying out a new type of chalice with a shallower cup to make intinction (dipping the 
host into the wine) easier. Please note the new shape of the chalice and be prepared to respond accordingly! We have 
only purchased one for now to see how things go. Second, we plan to offer actual bread for communion at our Altar 
Rail Station only. The Floor Stations will still offer only the host. However, if you prefer bread and it enhances your 
experience of the sacrament, it will now be an option; simply head up to the Altar Rail to receive it. If you prefer the 
Altar Rail but also the host, never fear, just indicate that to the minister, as there will still be hosts available at the 
railing as well. Finally we have purchased a few new items for our Altar Guild Ministry and want to bless them while 
also saying thanks to our faithful Altar Guild members. Join us in worship, September 7 as we bless this ministry and 
give thanks for it! 

New Communion 



Support the CLC Music Ministry and the musical non-profit organization Antigua Tejas 
by donating to a Goodwill Donation Drive fundraiser! For every truck filled with gently 
used clothing or household goods, Goodwill Industries will pay up to $1,000. Our 
partnership with Goodwill actively supports Goodwill’s mission to help change lives 
through the power of work. The donations that are collected will go directly into 
Goodwill stores where proceeds help fund education programs and services such as job 
preparation and placement, health services, financial literacy and job training and 
certification. 
  
Join us on Saturday, October 17, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the CLC Primrose 
parking lot.  Stay tuned for other activities happening that day!!  We can begin collecting 
items whenever you’re ready.  Please contact Cyndi Erp-Long if you would like to 
donate early! 
  
Help us raise money while also helping Goodwill aid those who have been left behind 
by the world of work. You will receive tax receipts for your donations. 

Goodwill Drive Fundraiser 

Save the date and your stuff!  

If you like flowers and have been looking for an easy way to volunteer, here's a great one. 
You could occasionally help arrange the Sunday flowers for the altar. Several times each 
month, someone requests an arrangement. You could agree to stand by as needed or you 
could sign up to alternate months with other volunteers. If you are interested, contact the 
church office or Edna Robbins at 657-9105. 

A Flower Opportunity!  
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CLC Church Picnic 
Sunday, September 13th at noon! 

 

       Burgers & Dogs, Trimmings & Sides 

And a great start to the year!  

                     Good-fellowship 

Old-fashioned games for 

the kids! 

Free-will Offering 

 

 


