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Our theme for this summer worship season will center on celebrating God’s grand gift of creation. 
God’s creatures, great and small, will be honored and celebrated. We will learn about conservation and 
how we can be better stewards of creation. We will also consider the flora and fauna and their glorious 
contributions to the beauty and sustenance of our world. Look for children’s sermons throughout the 
summer focused on these topics. Take note of Mary Overstreet’s banners (the very first series she ever 
did for our church) which honor and uplift creation. See what creatures you can spot in them. Look 
closer to discover the banner materials; you might find a seed, a flower, a leaf!  
 
In July and August, look for a series of classes after worship that will teach us more about our 
surroundings. On July 10, we will hear from Ryan Loyd, who completed his Texas Master Naturalist 
Certification this past spring. His love for plants and the natural world led to seeking a certificate that 
allows him to volunteer and spread the word about Texas-specific plants and animals. But the course 
also explored ecological issues across the globe that connect us all. Join us as we get a brief taste of 
what Ryan learned last spring.  
 
On July 17, Dr. David Hough, Professor of Physics and Astronomy at Trinity, will offer a class entitled 
“How Everything Came To Be” (or The World According To Modern Cosmology). We’re all familiar 
with the creation account in Genesis. But with tremendous advances in science, perhaps we can agree 
that it is possible to faithfully construct a modern account of God’s creation. This class will begin with 
the Big Bang theory for the creation of our universe.  We will then explore how current science 
explains the origins of everything in it, from the basic building blocks of matter to galaxies, stars, and 
planets, many of which almost certainly harbor life. This class is focused on adults, but all are welcome.  
 
At the end of July, we will hear from Jayme Brown, who studied outdoor education at Texas A&M and 
worked for four years with the Georgia 4H system, as well as having taught at Sea Turtle Camp for two 
summers in Costa Rica and the United States. On July 24, Jayme will teach an experiential learning class 
for adults and children designed to model for parents and other adults how they might guide children 
to question their environment and all it contains to learn more deeply about God’s Great Earth. On 
July 31, Jayme and Pastor Leslie will co-teach an all-ages class on Sea Turtles and conservation.  
 

(Continued on the top of page 2) 
 

From the Pastor . . . this summer 

we celebrate God’s Great Earth!  

December 2008 

 

 Through God’s Grace  

    All are welcome as we joyfully, 

Receive…to Give 

     Learn…to Serve 

 and Worship…to Grow. 

  Worship 

Sunday Morning 

Holy  Communion 

At 9:30 a.m. through 

September 4 

 

Education 

   Sunday Morning -  

        9:15 a.m. for All Ages: 

     Children 3 & up –                    

 Chapel 

     Junior High Youth: 

Rooms 214 & 216 

     Adults – Fellowship 

 Hall 

 

Nursery 

Nursery is available for 

children who are infants 

through 4 years of age 

during Sunday morning 

worship and the Sunday 

School hour.   

 

Office 

Monday - Thursday from 

    9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

Friday from  

    9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

210-822-3394 

office@clcah.org 

 

          July 2016 



On August 7, Dr. David Hough will be back with a child-focused class, “The Sun, The 
Earth, And Life On Other Planets.” Where did the sun and the earth come from? What 
makes the sun shine? Can we understand how life started on earth? In one context, Jesus 
said that he came to give life, and to give it abundantly. In another, might God have 
created a universe teeming with life, with earth-like planets around other stars in our Milky 
Way Galaxy, and indeed in galaxies everywhere? In this class, we will seek answers to these 
questions – and to questions the children themselves raise. There will be a hands-on 
experience, either through safe viewing of the sun through a telescope or an indoor 
activity.   
 
On August 14, to finish off our summer learning about God’s Great Earth, Carrie Jowers, 
our Director of Faith Formation, will teach a class on Alaska. In early June, the Jowers 
family took a vacation to Alaska where they learned much about the U.S.’s most northern 
state. Join us to “cool off” with a “trip” north this August.  
 
It’s shaping up to be a glorious summer as we consider the gift of our earth and what a 
magnificent and mysterious blessing it is!  
 
- Pastor Leslie Price 

From the Pastor . . . (Continued from page 1) 
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Groups 

 

Angelicus Choir 

    On Summer Break 

Book Club 

    Second Monday  

    6:45 p.m. - Location TBA 

Conversational Spanish 

    On Summer Break 

Dominos Group 

    First Thursday  

    9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 

First Thursday Lunch 

    First Thursday  

    12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 

Gloria Choir 

    On Summer Break 

Healing Prayer 

Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.  

Rode Prayer Chapel 

Hope Circle 

    July 14 

    9:30 a.m. - Primrose House 

Joseph’s Sons 

    First Monday 

   6:30 p.m. - Location TBA 

Lydia Circle 

    Second Tuesday 

    6:30 p.m. - Primrose House 

Men’s Breakfast 

    Second Tuesday  

    7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ 

Quilters 

    Every Tuesday 

    9:00 a.m. - Primrose House 

Sanctuary Choir 

On Summer Break from  

Wednesday Rehearsals 

 

Other groups meet during the 

year.  For information, please 

contact our church office or visit 

our website www:clcah.org. 

During this year’s Annual Meeting, we began looking at proposed changes to update our 
constitution to bring it into alignment with the ELCA’s Model Constitution. It’s 
important to point out that none of these changes will alter how our church is organized 
and run. We will still have the same council and leadership structures in place. The 
updates to our constitution are mostly concerned with semantics and order. In a sense, 
we are really just migrating our constitution from one format to another. You are 
probably wondering why we have to do this at all. Well, we are required by the ELCA to 
make this change, and the reason is a good one. The ELCA has spent a lot of money and 
resources looking at best language practices for these congregational constitutions. 
Therefore, utilizing the model helps us avoid liability issues as a church and enables us to 
move forward employing the best language possible to articulate who we are as a 
community of faith. Many thanks to our Constitution Team: Don Kurtti, Laura 
O’Donnell, Bob Logan, Blossom Stobb, Jeff Jowers, Becky Richard, Bud Halstead, and 
Pastor Leslie for their work to make the necessary revisions and present the proposed 
changes. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask one of them or to contact a 
Parish Council representative. There will be an informational session held after 
church on August 21 (approximately 10:30 a.m.) to further review the purposed 
changes. We will have a Congregational Meeting in the fall to vote on the changes.  

 

 

 

Model Constitution  
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Patriotic 

Hymn Sing 

 

Please join us at 9:20 a.m. 

on Sunday, July 3, in the 

Sanctuary for a patriotic 

hymn sing.  On this 

Sunday before 

Independence Day, we will 

honor all those who 

currently serve in the 

military as well as all 

military veterans and their 

families.  

 Brad Wheeless, President; Will Garrett, Vice President; Duane Westerman, Treasurer; 
and Bob Lynch-Trustee, who have completed second two-year terms on the CLC Parish 
Council. We have been blessed by your input, contributions, and dedication to serve our 
congregation. 

 

 The Nominating Committee: Ryan Loyd, Gloria Meyer, Blossom Stobb, Pastor Leslie, 
and Bryan Woods, Chair, for their time and consideration of candidates for Parish 
Council. The Nominating Team nominated Robb Decker as candidate for President, 
Joe Diana as candidate for Vice-President, Sharon Wiedemann as candidate for 
Treasurer, Carolyn Dufelmeier as candidate for Trustee #1, and Chris Fidao as 
candidate for Trustee #2. Welcome aboard new Parish Council members! 

  

 All who participated in the “Called Forward Together in Christ” initiative from 
presiding bishop of the ELCA, Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, to share ideas on how we believe 
God is calling our church into the future. 

  

 Elizabeth Diggs, Clara Tenorio, Ryan Loyd, and all those who spoke for making the 
Farewell Brunch for Pastor Marie so wonderful. 

 

 All who attended the Interfaith Ramadan Dinner at CLC hosted by our friends from 
Raindrop Turkish House. 

  

 All volunteers, parents, and youth who helped make Music Week a big success! 

Praises To 

Welcome Team will meet Thursday, July 7, at 6:00 p.m. at Pastor Leslie and Jayme’s house 
to share in a meal and fellowship while also planning dates for New Member Sundays and 
Visitor Events throughout the upcoming year. We will also strategize about how to better 
welcome our newest members as well as to continue to engage long-term members. Many 
thanks to our faithful Welcome Team members! If you’re interested in joining the team, we 
would love to have you. Just talk to Pastor Leslie.   

Welcome Team  
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The following new members of Parish Council were elected at our Annual Meeting on June 12. Their terms begin 
July 1, 2016 and run for two years. 
 
Robb Decker, President  
Robb Decker, an attorney who specializes in representing school districts, first became active at Christ Lutheran 
while a student at Trinity University between 1986 and 1990. After graduating from Trinity and before heading off 
to law school, he worked as a youth director at Christ Lutheran, along with Abe Crowley and Mike Qualben. He 
then graduated Baylor Law School and eventually returned to San Antonio and Christ Lutheran around 2000. Robb 
has been an active member of the congregation including serving on Parish Council as a Trustee for two terms from 
2007-2011. Robb’s life has gotten a lot busier since he became a father not too long ago, but the experience of being 
a dad has made Robb even more invested in our community of faith. He is honored to serve as President and eager 
to help make Christ Lutheran Church a growing and vibrant congregation.  
 
Joe Diana, Vice President  
Joe Diana is newly-elected Vice President. Joe and his family joined Christ Lutheran in 2010 shortly after moving to 
San Antonio. Joe was raised Catholic, and he and his wife, Lisa, were practicing Episcopalians until joining CLC. 
They chose CLC because his mom, Jerri McAbee, and his sister, Holly Turner, had so many great things to say about 
the congregation. His daughter, Sophia, attended the Day School. His daughter and son, Matthew, are regulars at 
Sunday School and have sung in the choir and participated in Music Week programs. Joe is a Sunday School teacher, 
regularly attends the Joseph’s Sons small group, has organized the Couples Night Out events, and has been charged 
to form a Property Committee. He has served on the Parish Council for two years as a trustee. Joe is the Director of 
Strategic Logistics for CALIBRE Systems and prior to that served for 25 years in the Air Force. He has participated 
in a variety of activities similar to those of the Parish Council to include Senior Warden in the Episcopal Faith and 
Parish Council duties in the Catholic Faith.  
 
Sharon Wiedemann, Treasurer  
Sharon Wiedemann has been a member at CLC since her sophomore year in high school (she requests that we leave 
it at that). There were always plenty of opportunities to get involved with the congregation, starting with singing in 
the Senior Choir and teaching Sunday School. She served as a Council member many years ago when still in college 
at Trinity University. Most recently, she became an Assisting Minister and an accompanist for the youth choirs. She 
also fulfills usher duties, which come around every quarter, and takes advantage of occasional opportunities to play 
flute accompaniments. Sharon’s business life has consisted of public school teaching, being a Cost Accountant, 
working briefly in the financial services industry, and reaching 27 years at CPS Energy in various roles, the most 
recent being Manager of Retirement and Life Plans. She has an MBA in Finance and Accounting, which will prove 
useful in her role as Treasurer for the Council. She looks forward to continuing to serve and grow in congregational 
life at CLC.  
 
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Trustee #1  
Carolyn Dufelmeier has been a member at Christ Lutheran since 1986 when she and another member, Linda Sulser, 
visited Lutheran churches in San Antonio and found CLC to be a good fit for both of them. Carolyn is a retired 
elementary school teacher with 34 years of experience. During her years at CLC she has served as a member of the 
Transition Task Force, the Call Committee for Pastor Marie, the Welcome Team, Chair of the Eucharistic Ministers, 
and member of the Money Counting Team. She volunteers at Agape as our Liaison from CLC and helps with 
sending birthday cards and acknowledgements for memorials. She has been a faithful member of Lydia Circle, CLC 
Book Club, various dinner groups, and healing prayer. She is even seen around the grounds of CLC as she keeps our 
flower beds neat and weed-free. Being THIS invested in Christ Lutheran, she looks forward to her new opportunity 
as a CLC Parish Council member.  

(Continued on page 5) 

Meet Your New Parish Council Members! 



Chris Fidao, Trustee #2  
Chris Fidao is a newer member, joining Christ Lutheran with his now wife, Natalie Morgan, last summer after 
actively attending for some time. Chris dove right in to participating in a variety of ministries at CLC, including 
being active in the Book Club, dinner groups, and the young men’s group, the Mulligans. He also serves as a faithful 
member of our Welcome Team. Chris moved to Texas about two years ago. He is a computer programmer from 
Connecticut, graduating from the University of Connecticut with a BS in Management of Information Systems. He 
has quickly grown to be an expert in his field with the publication of two technical books, including Implementing 
Laravel and Servers for Hackers (which doesn’t mean “hackers” as you and I know it, rather it was a term for early 
programmers before its meaning was misappropriated to mean those who sought to sabotage systems). We are 
delighted that Chris has joined Parish Council and look forward to the innovative perspective he will bring.  

Members… (continued from page 4) 
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One of our hopes at Christ Lutheran is that all our members might be engaged in their ongoing faith development. 
We encourage all our members to prioritize attending worship as a place where our faith can be fed, where we can 
gather together as a community to hear God’s message, and most importantly to experience God’s graciousness 
through the sacraments.  
   
We also hope this faith development will go beyond the hour of worship and that our members will also become 
engaged in this community and in their faith through participation in small group ministries. We recognize that we 
are a community of unique individuals and as such have different needs and interests even when it comes to growing 
in our faith. For that reason we also have a variety of small group ministries for people to engage with, whether it’s a 
Bible study group, a prayer group, a fellowship group, a musical group, an interest group, or a service group.  
 
We are incredibly grateful to our small group leaders who make this essential ministry possible, and so we 
are hosting a thank you dinner for them on Tuesday, July 26, at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  If you are 
interested in beginning a new small group, please contact Pastor Leslie to learn more about small group leadership 
and then join us on July 26. At the dinner, we will cover updated information for the 2016-2017 Small Group Season 
and have special “surprises” to say thanks to our leaders.  

Small Group Leaders Thank-you Dinner!  
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July:     August:  
 3:  Open    7:  Stella Schwarze 
10:  Griffin Hall   14:  Beau Perez 
17:  William Hall   21:  Emily Giesecke 
24:  Matthew Diana  28:  Matthew Diana 
31:  Ander Escudero 

Summer Schedule for Acolytes  

If you haven’t registered already, please do so today! Spots are filling up quickly. There is a waiting list for ages 3 to 5, so please contact 
Carrie Jowers if you’d like to get your child’s name on the waiting list. 
 
Join us this summer for VBS as we study God's word and build the ark! The purpose of this theme is to give 
children the true account of this story, along with five other biblical stories that reinforce the truths of the flood 
account. It's going to be a fun and exciting VBS for all ages. Space is limited! 
 
When:  Monday, August 1-Friday, August 5 
Where:  Christ Lutheran Church 
Time:  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
Cost is $35 (includes tee shirt and music CD) 
 
website: http://clcah.org/life-stages/children/vbs/ 
 
Register online or grab a form in the CrossWay. 
 
Confirmation (entering 6th grade through 8th grade) and high school students (entering 9th grade through 
12th grade) are highly encouraged to help with VBS!  Please contact Carrie Jowers for more information. 

VBS 2016  

VBS can’t happen without the help of our awesome CLC volunteers. We need people to help with crafts, snacks, 
leading children through rotation, decorations, music, drama, or games. Please sign up at the VBS table located in 
the Crossway or call Carrie Jowers in the church office. This is a great opportunity to be in fellowship with our 
children and families, so we hope you will join us for an exciting week of VBS at CLC! 

VBS Volunteers Needed! 

Youth & Children 

http://clcah.org/life-stages/children/vbs/


Camp Chrysalis is almost here! Our campers will be attending camp the week of July 10 through 15. All required 
forms were due May 1 to Camp Chrysalis. Please go online to complete the Health History and Activities Release 
forms if you have not done so already. You may visit Camp Chrysalis’ website at www.crosstrails.org for all required 
forms and the Summer Camp Handbook. Below is the schedule for arrival and departure times as well as the 
packing list of items to bring to camp.  
 
Arrival: Your camper may arrive at Camp Chrysalis between 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 10. Camp 
 Chrysalis staff has other responsibilities so please no early arrivals. 
Departure: To ensure your child’s safety, Camp Chrysalis policy requires that all campers be signed out by a person 
 on their Health History Form. Camp ends at 2:30 p.m. on Friday, July 15. Family and friends are welcome 
 to come at 2:00 p.m. to join the closing worship.  
 
Early Departure: If your camper needs to leave early, please call Camp Chrysalis to  make arrangements with the 
Camp Director. Your child needs to be signed out through the camp office.  
 
Below is the packing list for camp. Please label your name on everything you bring to camp.  
 
Camp Packing List: 
___Bible___Sleeping Bag ___Pillow___Sleeping Pad (River Riders)___Towel____ Washcloth ___Soap ____ 
 Shampoo___Toothbrush ____ Toothpaste___Other Toiletries___Shirts—at least one per day of  
camp___Shorts—at least one per day of camp___Underwear ____Socks ___1 Pairs of Long Pants___Clothes That 
Can Get Muddy___2 Pairs of Tennis Shoes ___Shower Shoes___Water Shoes (no sandals) or Old Pair of Tennis 
Shoes___Insect Repellent___Sunscreen ____ Chapstick___Modest Swim Suit___Swim Towel___Light  Jacket or 
Sweatshirt___Lightweight Rain Coat or Poncho___Prescription Medications in their Original Bottle___Copy of 
Your Insurance Card—If you have not submitted one yet___Flashlight with Batteries___Money for Offering— 
$3.00 per camper—(optional)___Sun Hat or Cap___Sunglasses (optional)___Money for the Camp Store (optional)
___Notebook, Pen, Envelopes _____ Stamps (optional)___Camera (optional)  
 
Campers attending this year are Parker Jowers, Bennett Hall, Sophia Diana, Caroline Hebert, Olivia Phelps (friend of 
camper), Ryan Schwarze, Sophia Jowers, Katrina Weidman, Robin Terrill (friend of camper), Stella Schwarz, Ana 
Becvar, Avi Escudero, Leah Vasquez, Emily Giesecke, William Hall, Griffin Hall, Hannah Whitmore, and Ander  
Escudero.  

Camp Chrysalis: July 10 through July 15  
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This year’s mission trip is just days away! Kylie Hill, Gabe Tenorio, Daisha Tenorio, Brandon Albrecht (sponsor), 
Matthew Diana, Emily Giesecke, and Griffin Hall, and our Director of Faith Formation, Carrie Jowers, will be 
traveling to New Orleans, LA the week of July 17 to help restore the city from the damage of Hurricane Katrina. 
The youth will spend a week partnering up with Project Homecoming in worship, exploring the cultural traditions of 
New Orleans, learning about wetland conservation, and sharing a meal with the homeowners of Project 
Homecoming. This will be a challenging week both physically and emotionally for our youth. It will also be a life-
changing experience for all who attend. All spots are filled for this trip. Please pray for our young people during this 
transformational week. 
 
Departure time for New Orleans is 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 17, leaving from the large parking lot at the church.  
Arrival time back to San Antonio on Saturday, July 23, is estimated at 4:00 p.m. 

Senior High Mission Trip 

Youth & Children 

http://www.crosstrails.org/
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It is hard to believe that the 2015-2016 school year has come to an end. We had a great year. We are now preparing 
for the 2016-2017 school year. We have a total of 94 children enrolled for the upcoming school year! 
  
Christ Lutheran Church and the Day School have been working for the past four years to provide outreach 
scholarships for low income families who wish to attend Christ Lutheran Day School. This is Christ Lutheran 
Church and the Day School’s calling to welcome all people. If you know of a family that would be interested in an 
Outreach Scholarship, please let me know. Our Outreach Scholarship Committee meets quarterly. For information 
on how families can qualify, please feel free to contact me, 822-7671. 
 
I would like to thank the Parish Council, the Day School Board, and the congregation for your continued support to 
the Day School. 
 
Marilyn Hamilton, Director 

Day School Scholarships 

Hope Bible study will meet on Thursday, July 14, at 9:30 a.m. in Primrose House. Pastor Leslie will lead the Bible 
study. All are welcome! 

Hope Bible Study 



Brenda and her children are moving into a new apartment as we write this. We’re notifying the 
kind folks who’ve offered furniture so we can coordinate deliveries. Once she sets up 
housekeeping, we’ll send out a notice to see if we can fill in the gaps; we think she will need 
chests of drawers and possibly mattresses/beds and other items. We’ll keep you posted and if 
you are in the midst of buying new furniture and need a home for your old furniture, you could 
be a super hero. As you may know, we have been helping her replace the (ick!) roach-infested 
furniture from her previous apartment. She is virtually starting from scratch and thanks to her 
generous CLC friends, she’ll soon have a new home and new-ish furnishings, for which she is 
grateful.  
 
Thanks to Lucy Circle, Brenda and her children are now members of the SA Zoo! They’ve 
visited the animals and beautiful gardens and reported that they had a wonderful time. 
 
Brenda is doing very well in her studies and tests to earn her CNA, a training that will finish in 
July. While in school, she has been focused on studying and attending classes and unable to work 
other than occasional housekeeping jobs. So anything we can do to help her out is much 
appreciated – toiletries, paper products, food, and, especially, size 5 diapers for Jonathan, 
and, of course, donations to the CLC H4H Fund. We provide gift cards, gas cards, help out with 
her rent, phone, and emergencies and depend on this fund for those gifts. 
 
So many thanks to you all for gifts, prayers, love, compassion! 
 
 - Jan Norris 

Our H4H Family 
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Staff 

The Rev. Leslie Price 

Pastor 

 

Carrie Jowers 

Director of Faith Formation 

 

Marilyn Hamilton 

Director of Day School 

 

Becky Richard 

Office Manager/Accountant 

 

Linda Sulser 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Dr. Dan Long 

Director of Music Ministry 

 

Bill Ross 

Organist 

 

Karli Anderson 

Youth Choir Director 

 

Sharon Wiedemann 

Youth Choir Accompanist 

 

Rosario Alferez 

Church “Keeper” 

 

Sam Tenorio 

Custodian 

 

Ryan Loyd 

Sound Tech 

 

Sandy Roe 

Nursery Attendant 

 

Parish Council 

 

Robb Decker, President 

Joe Diana, Vice Pres. 

Sharon Wiedemann,  

Treasurer 

Blossom Stobb, Secretary 

Sarah Loyd, Trustee 

Chris Fidao, Trustee 

Carolyn Dufelmeier, Trustee 

Pastor Leslie Price 

 



Christ Lutheran Church 

6720 Broadway 

San Antonio, Texas 78209 

www.clcah.org   

210-822-3394 

Non-Profit Organization 

US Postage Paid 

Permit #325 

San Antonio, TX 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

God’s Great Earth 

Summer Class Series – 10:30 a.m. – Fellowship Hall 

  
July 10:  Ryan Loyd will talk about what he learned in completing his Texas Master Naturalist Certification. 

 

July 17: Dr. David Hough will speak on “How Everything Came To Be” (or The World According To Modern Cosmology.) 

 

July 24: Jayme Brown will teach an experiential learning class for adults and children designed to model  

 for parents and other adults how they might guide children to question their environment  

 and all it contains to learn more deeply about God’s Great Earth.  

 

July 31: Pastor Leslie and Jayme Brown will co-teach an all-ages class on Sea Turtles and conservation. 

 

August 7: Dr. David Hough will be back with a child-focused class, “The Sun, The Earth, And Life on Other Planets.” 

 

August 14: Carrie Jowers, our Director of Faith Formation, will teach a class on Alaska. 

 

(See pages 1 and 2 for more details.) 


