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Let’s face it; Jesus can be a really tough trail guide, even tougher than most! Having dabbled a bit in the 
arena of long distance sports, running only two marathons, I tend to get a little overwhelmed by those 
athletes I come across who have run ten or more marathons or are ultra-marathon runners, going 
distances of forty to one hundred miles at any one time. When I enter into conversation with people 
who have pursued such impressive athletic achievements, I get a little tired merely thinking about it. I 
admire their dedication, their commitment to their training, their unflagging passion for their sport, but 
at the same time, I can’t imagine finding the same resources within myself to run quite so far quite so 
often. I guess 26.2 miles will have to be enough for me!  
 
This same assessment can be applied to a variety of pursuits in life. The big debate in Reformation 
scholarship right now is whether Martin Luther actually, physically pinned the 95 Theses on the 
Wittenberg Cathedral door or whether he did not. Apparently such a debate has major implications for 
our understanding of the Reformation, and while I don’t doubt that it does, I have to admit: I am not 
particularly enthralled by the topic. However, I am intrigued that others are and grateful that they are 
doing the work necessary to get to the bottom of this! But my larger point is that all of us have that one 
thing or another that drives us to work really hard, that brings out our passion, and that turns us into a 
slightly crazy person as we pursue it. It’s not the same thing for everyone . . . thank goodness, but it 
resonates the same in all of us.  
 
Jesus’ passion was loving other people, loving the stranger, loving the immigrant, loving the widow, 
loving the poor, loving the addicted, loving those with the most torrid pasts, and even loving the 
everyday folk too consumed with themselves to care about all the rest. Jesus’ passion was loving 
people. But here’s the rub: when we become Jesus’ disciples, Jesus asks that we make this our passion 
too. And throughout this upcoming liturgical season of Epiphany, Jesus is going to take us up that 
mountain, teaching us what it means to climb toward discipleship, to climb toward loving others. I 
promise you that it won’t be an easy trek, but we do follow a guide who is most sure-footed. In his 
famous Sermon on the Mount, the sermon all other preachers stand in awe of, we will find an 
incredible and amazing God whose passion is surely one we must learn to make our own. 
 
 - Pastor Leslie 

Pastor’s Column: The Climb 
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 Through God’s Grace  

    All are welcome as we joyfully, 

Receive…to Give 

     Learn…to Serve 

 and Worship…to Grow. 

 Worship 

Sunday Morning, 

January 1 - Holy Communion 

at 10:30 a.m. only.  

All other Sundays: 

Holy  Communion 

At 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Education 

Sunday Morning -  

        9:15 a.m. for All Ages: 

     Children 3 & up –                         

Meet upsiairs in their   

classrooms 

     Junior High Youth: 

Rooms 214 & 216 

     Adults – Sanctuary on 

January 8 

All other Sundays 

Fellowship Hall 

There will be no Christian 

Education on January 1. 

 

Nursery 

Nursery is available for 

children who are infants 

through 4 years of age 

during Sunday morning 

worship and the Sunday 

School hour.   

 

Office 

Monday - Thursday from 

    9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

Friday from  

    9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

210-822-3394 

office@clcah.org 

 

       January 2017 



Perhaps you have not yet heard, but 2017 is a big year for Lutherans as it marks the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. It was exactly 500 years ago, this very year, that Martin 
Luther did or did not (see the Pastor’s column!) pin the 95 Theses on the Wittenberg 
Cathedral door. Whether actually nailed to the door or not, 1517 still marks the take off of 
Luther’s ideas throughout Europe, and as such we remember it as a good official start date 
for the Reformation. My prayer and hope is that we are still a church that is always 
reforming. Throughout this entire year, look for topics in adult education that encourage 
us to take our heritage and history and build upon them into a new future that engages the 
hope of reforming the church in every age so that more and more people might gain access 
to God’s grace and love shown through all people. In January, we will feature several 
shorter classes to get us started.  
 
January 8, join Pastor Leslie for a Reformation Rundown in the Sanctuary. (The 
children have an Epiphany party in Fellowship Hall.) We will quickly and briefly review the 
high points of the Reformation as preparation for our further learning in the year to come.  
 
January 15 and 22, Dr. Cayenne Claassen-Luttner, adjunct theology professor at St. 
Mary’s University, will be leading a course on doctrines about the Virgin Mary. If 
we are to understand our own tradition, it is imperative that we know and appreciate the 
traditions of others, especially our Catholic brothers and sisters when remembering the 
Reformation. The first week (January 15) will look at how and why early Christians 
developed doctrines about Mary, her virginity, her role as mediator, and her title as 
Theotokos - the Mother of God. The second week (January 22) will focus on how and to 
what extent Catholics and Protestants differ in their beliefs about Mary. This second class 
will address Roman Catholic doctrines on the Immaculate Conception and the Assumption 
and will look at some of Martin Luther’s writings on Mary. 
 
January 29, Pastor Leslie will return with a class entitled Always Reforming, looking 
at how the Lutheran church continues to reform hearts and minds around the globe even 
today.  
 
Here’s a brief look at what’s ahead for the rest of the semester:  
February 5, 12, 19, 26 - Our seminarian, Allyson Pryor, will teach a course on Bonhoeffer.  
March 5 & 12 – Allyson will teach a two-part class on Texas Lutheranism. 
March 19, 26 and April 2, 9 – Dr. Dan Long, our Director of Music Ministry, will teach a 
course on Lutheran Hymnody.  
April 23, 30 and May 7, 14, 21 – Pastor Leslie will finish out our year with a look at the 
book of Romans and its contributions to Reformation theology.  

Faith University: Adult  

Education on Sunday  

Mornings 
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Groups 

 

Angelicus Choir 

    Every Wednesday  

beginning    January 11 

    5:30 p.m. - Sanctuary 

Book Club 

    First Tuesday  

    6:45 p.m. - Location TBA 

Conversational Spanish 

     2nd & 4th Tuesdays 

     7:00 p.m.-CrossWay 

Dominos Group 

    First Thursday  

    9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 

First Thursday Lunch 

    First Thursday  

    12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 

Gloria Choir 

 Every Wednesday  

Beginning January  11 

    6:15 p.m. - Sanctuary 

Healing Prayer 

Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.  

Rode Prayer Chapel 

Hope Circle 

    Thursday, January 12 

    9:30 a.m. - Primrose House 

Joseph’s Sons 

    First Monday 

   6:30 p.m. - Location TBA 

Lydia Circle 

    Second Tuesday 

    6:30 p.m. - Primrose House 

Men’s Breakfast 

    Second Tuesday  

    7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ 

Quilters 

    Every Tuesday 

    9:00 a.m. - Primrose House 

Sanctuary Choir 

    Every Wednesday  

    7:05 p.m. - Sanctuary  

 

Other groups meet during the 

year.  For information, please 

contact our church office or visit 

our website www:clcah.org. 
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Member 

News 

 

 

Sympathy to: 

 Gloria Mauney on the 

death of her daughter, 

Beth Curtain, on 

December 2. 

 This year, the women of Christ Lutheran are again invited to gather with Pastor Leslie at 
the beach in Port Aransas! We will stay at the Mustang Island Retreat Center, a ministry of 
the Episcopal Church. The cost for the weekend is $250 for double occupancy rooms, and 
all meals and activities are covered, including a s’mores bonfire on the beach and a cruise 
on the ocean waters! The theme will focus on how we build relationships as women: with 
our partners, family members, friends, and co-workers.  
 
Please join us for what promises to be a spiritually forming and also incredibly relaxing 
weekend with other faithful women. Registration opens January 15. Look for packets in 
the CrossWay or go online after that date to sign-up! Talk to Pastor Leslie for more 
information.  

“Renewal & Relationship” 

Women’s Retreat –  

March 31 to April 2 

Parenting is a joyful calling but also a difficult one. Recognizing that, Christ Lutheran 
wants to create a welcoming and safe place for parents to process together how their faith 
can strengthen them and guide them in their parenting vocation. In Sunday School for 
Parents, you’ll find a friendly group of peers who gather to consider how our faith and 
spirituality informs our parenting. Some topics covered thus far include: parenting in an 
age of social media, fairness and favoritism; kid safety - reasonable worry vs. irrational  
fear - finding a balance and trusting God; raising kids to have a healthy body image; and 
modeling anger management. Various dedicated parents take turns leading this class each 
Sunday.  
 
We invite all of our parents to head over to Primrose House after dropping off your 
youngsters at Sunday school. Nursery is also provided during the education hour for 
children not old enough for Sunday school. 
 
January 8 – Sarah Loyd will lead. 
January 15 – Adam & Suzanne Braaten will lead. 
January 22 – Adam & Suzanne Braaten will lead. 
January 29 – Jeff Jowers will lead. 

Sunday School for Parents 
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All parents of preschoolers are invited to join Pastor Leslie and Day School Director, Marilyn Hamilton, once a 
month during the school year for a time of fellowship and learning. The hope of “Parenting Preschoolers Faithfully” 
is to provide a space where parents can nurture their own faith as a way to better enable them to nurture their child’s 
faith.  
 
This spring we will meet on the third Tuesday of each month at 9:15 a.m. (or after Day School chapel) in the Parlor. 
Our study this year will be based on Lisa J. Miller’s, The Spiritual Child: The New Science on Parenting for Health 
and Lifelong Thriving.  
 
Our dates for the spring: Jan. 17, Feb. 21, Mar. 21, Apr. 18, May 16. 

Parenting Preschoolers Faithfully 

Do you ever wonder what goes into planning a worship service? Do you wish you could help select the hymns? Do 
you ever find yourself imagining a creative way to engage the congregation in faith exploration? Then Liturgical 
Planning Team might be for you! This team meets two to four times throughout the year to plan the major church 
seasons, including Advent/Christmas and Lent/Holy Week. Together we develop concepts, themes, and ideas for 
implementation that bring the theology of these seasons to life. If you’re interested in serving on this team, we will 
be meeting on Thursday, January 5, at noon in Fellowship Hall to plan for Lent and Holy Week. A light lunch will be 
provided. Please RSVP to Pastor Leslie or the office to let us know you will be there!  

Liturgical Planning Team 

We have such a welcoming congregation at Christ Lutheran. It’s amazing to see how all of you care for one another, 
whether long-time members or brand-new visitors. At the helm of our spirit of welcome is our Welcome Team, a 
group of dedicated Welcomers who help invite new people into our community of faith, integrating them into the 
larger congregation and helping to make them feel at home here. Welcome Team meets twice a year for a thank you 
meal, review of our ministry, and planning for the future, in addition to our gatherings to welcome new members 
and visitors. We will meet as a team on Thursday, January 12, at 6:00 p.m. at Pastor Leslie & Jayme’s home. If you 
would like to become a Welcomer, we would love to have you! Just talk to Pastor Leslie or the chair of our 
Welcome Team, Natalie Morgan.  

Welcome Team 



We are amazingly blessed by the more than 50 small group ministries at Christ Lutheran. From learning Spanish to 
Bible Study to dinner groups to book reading to faith exploration to sharing talents in worship to meeting with other 
faithful men and women, our small group ministries are thriving. Of course, behind each of these small groups is a 
fearless and dedicated leader who organizes the calendar, plans content, and motivates members. We are grateful for 
our small group leaders. This month, all small group leaders are invited to an Open House at Pastor Leslie and 
Jayme’s on January 19 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. to share in fellowship with one another and also to check-in with 
Pastor Leslie on how their ministry is going and what might be helpful for further support.  

Small Group Leaders – Open House, 

January 19 
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Hope Bible Study Group will meet Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. in the Primrose House. Elward Reiss will 
be our hostess, and Pastor Leslie will lead the Bible study. Help us start the new year off right with a little time set 
aside for the Lord, and then enjoy fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ. All are welcome. 
  
- Frances Ware  

Hope Bible Study Group 

Lucy Circle invites CLC women, their guests, and visitors to join us for our monthly hour of discussion and 
fellowship the third Sunday of each month during the Sunday school hour – 9:15-10:15 a.m.  This year we continue 
reading stories from Contemporary Latin American Short Stories, edited by Pat McNees. Please join us on Sunday, 
January 15, to discuss, How the Flamingoes Got Their Stockings by Horacio Quiroga. The stories are short, the 
conversations are friendly and interesting, and the authors, among Latin America’s most famous, are often new to us 
but surprisingly relevant to modern life. Grab a cup of coffee in the CrossWay and join us! 
 
- Jan Norris 

Lucy Circle …  

A New Year of Conversation  
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Sunday, January 8th -  We will have an Epiphany party with Mary Overstreet! The children will help make banners 
for the Sanctuary. 
Sunday, January 15th -  We will have Sunday School in our PJ’s and eat pancakes in the Art Room. 
January 22nd and January 29th -  Preschool and elementary children meet for  Sunday School in their classrooms.  
 
 

Children's Sunday School for January 

Youth & Children 

I can't believe we are celebrating a new year! Time flies when you’re having fun. We have a lot of exciting events 
coming up so please be sure to mark your calendars. 
 
Our Senior High group has ended the year with their annual Christmas party.  We will gather in February to plan our 
spring events. The Senior High mission trip will take place this year from June 9th to June 12th in Galveston. More 
details to come in February. 
 
Our Junior High students have been assisting in the 10:30 a.m. worship service as Acolytes. Thank you to all of you 
for participating in worship. We will also have a Jr. High sleepover at the church on Saturday, January 21st, at 6:00 
p.m. ending Sunday morning after church. To sign up please contact, Ms. Carrie in the church office. 
 
Our children did such an amazing job telling the story of Christmas at our annual Christmas Pageant, “The New 
Stars.”  A huge thank you to Brandon Albrecht, Courtney Myers, Lauren Malitz, Margaret Suther, Devon Scheuer, 
Carole Parker, Lisa Diana, Jeff Jowers, Shelley Giesecke, and Ryan Loyd for all their help. The children will continue 
to explore the stories of our faith through Sunday School and participating in worship through singing in the 
Angelicus and Gloria Choirs.  
 
We are always looking for volunteers to teach Sunday School so if you are interested in joining the Children and 
Youth Ministry team we would love to have you! 
 
Here's to a great year! 
 
Peace, 
Carrie 

Carrie's Corner 
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The Spark and The Outlet will also resume this month on Wednesday, January 11, at 5:30 p.m. and 6:15 p.m.  We 
have an exciting spring planned for both of these groups; I hope everyone will be able to attend. 
 
January Schedule  
Wednesday, January 4:  No Programming (Christmas Break) 
Wednesday, January 11:  The Outlet (5:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.); The Spark (6:15 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 
Wednesday, January 18:  The Outlet (5:30 p.m to 6:15 p.m.); The Spark (6:15 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 
Wednesday, January 25:  The Outlet (5:30 p.m to 6:15 p.m.); The Spark (6:15 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

The Spark and The Outlet: Wednesday 

Night Programming 

Youth & Children 

As many of you know, the children have been collecting money to buy farm animals as part of their offering this 
year! We even have Willie the pig collect our money every Sunday during Sunday School. The children are very 
excited to be able to help out others in need. The children will do a presentation on God's Global Barnyard on 
Sunday, February 26th, during the 10:30 a.m. worship hour.   

God's Global Barnyard: February 26th 

The Angelicus Choir and Gloria Choir will resume weekly rehearsals on Wednesday, January 11!  If you weren’t able 
to come in the fall, we hope your children will be able to join the choir for the spring.   
 
Angelicus and Gloria Choirs Rehearsal Schedule for January: 
 
Wednesday, January 4:  No Rehearsals (Christmas Break) 
Wednesday, January 11: Angelicus Choir (5:30 p.m.);  Gloria Choir (6:15 p.m.) 
Wednesday, January 18: Angelicus Choir (5:30 p.m.); Gloria Choir (6:15 p.m.) 
Wednesday, January 25: Angelicus Choir (5:30 p.m.); Gloria Choir (6:15 p.m.) 
 
Angelicus and Gloria Choir Dates for Singing in Worship at 10:30 a.m.: 
 
Sunday, January 29 
Sunday, February 26 
Sunday, March 26 
Sunday, April 23 
Sunday, May 14 

The Angelicus and Gloria Choirs 
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The Senior High Youth will have dinner and a Bible study on Sunday, February 19, at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Jeff 
& Carrie Jowers to discuss plans for the Spring. The High School Retreat for Camp Chrysalis is the weekend of 
February 10th though February 12th.  Please contact Carrie Jowers in the church office by January 15 if your youth 
plans to go to the retreat.   

The Light: Senior High Youth Ministry  

Youth & Children 

Here's what's coming up: 
Sunday, January 8th: 9:15 a.m. Epiphany Party! Help the younger children in making banners for the sanctuary. 
Wednesday, January 4th: Required Large Group 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. (Pizza Feast at 5:30 p.m.) 
Sunday, January 15th: 9:15 a.m. Breakfast Fellowship 
Saturday, January 21st: Middle School Sleepover Retreat (6:00 p.m.) 
Sunday, January 22nd: 9:15 a.m. Required Confirmation Small Group 
Sunday, January 29th: 9:15 a.m. Required Confirmation Small Group 

Confirmation Class 

The Confirmation Class is doing such a wonderful job of assisting in worship as Acolytes. Thank you! 
Acolyte Schedule for January: 
Sunday, January 1st:  
Sunday, January 8th: Emily Giesecke 
Sunday, January 15th:  
Sunday, January 22nd:  
Sunday, January 29th: 
 
As you can see, we have a lot of open slots for January. Please bring your calendars to the Confirmation Large 
Group Session on January 4 so we can get everybody scheduled. 

Acolyte Schedule for January 
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February 5th is the Souper Bowl of Caring. The junior high students will collect donations after worship services to 
help in the fight against hunger. The donations this year will go to Christian Assistance Ministries.  
 
 Here is how you can help: 

 Donate to the Jr. High Youth offering for Souper Bowl Sunday 

 Volunteer at an organization in our community seeking to fight hunger such as Agape, CAM, or the Food 
Bank 

 Collect cans of soup through out the week and donate them to a local food pantry. 

Youth Souper Bowl Sunday,  

February 5th 

Senior High Summer Service Trip to Galveston: June 9 – 13, 2017 
 
Vacation Bible School: July 10 – 14, 2017 
 
Camp Chrysalis:  July 24 – 28, 2017 

Save the Dates 

Youth & Children 

The staff thanks you, the congregation, for your generous Christmas gifts. Your thoughtfulness and generosity 
are overwhelming. We very much appreciate your ongoing gifts of support and love. You make Christ Lutheran 
a great place to serve! 
 
 - Pastor Leslie, Carrie, Becky, Linda, Clara, Dan, Bill, Ryan, Sandy, Sam, Sharon,  
    and Karli  

 

Thank you from the Staff! 
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All Christ Lutheran men are invited to a work retreat at Lutheran Camp Chrysalis (close to Kerrville), on the 
weekend of January 27-29.  On Saturday the 28th, we’ll help with general maintenance and repair projects at Camp 
Chrysalis. Arrival is flexible to suit your schedule – we hope you can join us either Friday evening or Saturday 
morning for the workday. Departure is planned for Sunday morning after breakfast. Evenings are dedicated to 
stargazing and relaxing by the campfire. In exchange for our work, there is no cost for lodging and meals. Contact 
Bob Lynch, (830) 438-3389, or Larry Sulser, (210) 822-6797, for further information and reservations. 

Men’s Work Retreat at Camp Chrysalis 

 Edna Robbins, Carolyn Dufelmeier, and Troy Hall for all their help with organizing, creating, and hanging the 
sanctuary decorations. 

 Elizabeth Diggs for decorating Fellowship Hall so beautifully for Christmas. 

 All who participated in the Plant a Seed Challenges at the CAM Christmas Store and Christmas Boxes of  
      Blessings. 

 The Sanctuary, Angelicus, and Gloria Choirs, Dr. Dan Long, and Bill Ross for the beautiful Christmas music. 

 The Sunday school children for their Christmas Pageant performances and all the parents and volunteers who 
lent a hand to make this a festive, meaningful, and amusing celebration. 

 Mary Overstreet for the beautiful banners in the sanctuary and Jim Vasquez’s crew for hanging them. 

 All who continue to support Brenda and her children through your prayers, contributions of money, food and 
clothing … and your Christmas gifts. 

 John Malitz for lending his expertise to the “waterproofing” project of the Day School Office and Motor Skills 
Room and for all of his advice on projects throughout the year. 

 The River City Ringers for another joyous concert. 

 All who attended Couples Night Out and especially to Joe & Lisa Diana for helping to lead. 

 Our young musicians who shared their talents with us at the 4:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve. 

 Our Cookie Exchange Team, all of whom make Christmas a little sweeter. 

 All who attended Holden Evening Prayer, especially those who welcomed our Muslim friends from Raindrop 
Turkish House. 

 Jan Norris for her brilliant editing of the Proclaimer.  

 Allyson Pryor and all those who donated to help meet the needs of our refugee crisis. 

Praises to: 
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Use MLK Day as a day off from work … and a day to join in solidarity with our brothers 
and sisters of many ethnicities as we advocate, as Jesus did, that all people are equal in the 
eyes of God. Tenative plans are to gather at the Alamodome Parking Lot B at 9:15 a.m. 
on January 16 to travel by VIA bus to the start of the march, which begins at 10:00 a.m. 
We will catch the VIA bus at the end of the race at Pittman Sullivan Park to arrive at the 
Alamodome parking lot around noon. Please wear your “God’s Work. Our Hands”  
t-shirts. If you would prefer to ride your bike to the March, talk to Pastor Leslie or Jayme 
Brown. Watch for plan updates in the January bulletins. Contact Linda Sulser for more 
information. Sign up in the CrossWay or call the office. 

Martin Luther King March 

Help! We need lots of willing folks to join in the “un-decorating” project following the 
10:30 a.m. worship service on January 8. The sanctuary was beautifully decorated for the 
Christmas season, but now those decorations need to come down, get packed up, and be 
put away until next year. Please stick around after worship to ease the burden for all 
participants. This can be a quick process if we have lots of help. Thanks! 

 

 

“Un-Hanging” the Greens! 

Staff 

The Rev. Leslie Price 

Pastor 

 

Carrie Jowers 

Director of Faith Formation 

 

Marilyn Hamilton 

Director of Day School 

 

Becky Richard 

Office Manager/Accountant 

 

Linda Sulser 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Dr. Dan Long 

Director of Music Ministry 

 

Bill Ross 

Organist 

 

Karli Anderson 

Youth Choir Director 

 

Sharon Wiedemann 

Youth Choir Accompanist 

 

Clara Tenorio 

Church “Keeper” 

 

Sam Tenorio 

Custodian 

 

Ryan Loyd 

Sound Tech 

 

Sandy Roe 

Nursery Attendant 

 

Parish Council 

 

Robb Decker, President 

Joe Diana, Vice Pres. 

Sharon Wiedemann,  

Treasurer 

Blossom Stobb, Secretary 

Sarah Loyd, Trustee 

Chris Fidao, Trustee 

Carolyn Dufelmeier, Trustee 

Pastor Leslie Price 

 

Help members of SA Clubhouse, 6851 Citizens Pkwy #100, San Antonio, TX 78229, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 28.  You’ll be baking small loaves of 
bread to be given as gifts to visitors. SA Clubhouse offers support and training for adults 
with mental illness. No baking experience is necessary – we’ll learn together! Lunch is 
provided. 

Baking Bread at San Antonio  

Clubhouse on January 28 
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                           Join us on Monday, January 16! 

Join the group from CLC attending the Martin Luther King Day March in San Antonio! Tentative 
plans are to gather at the Alamodome Parking Lot B at 9:15 a.m. on January 16 to travel by VIA 
bus to the start of  the march, which begins at 10:00 a.m. We will catch the VIA bus at the end of  
the race at Pittman Sullivan Park to arrive at the Alamodome parking lot around noon. Please wear 
your “God’s Work. Our Hands” t-shirts. Watch for final details in January bulletins and weekly 
emails. Call the church office for more details. 


