Christ
Lutheran
Church

Worship
Sunday Morning
Holy Communion
At 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Education
Sunday Morning 9:15 a.m. for All Ages:
Children 3 & up –
Meet upsiairs in their
classrooms
Junior High Youth:
Youth Room
Adults – Fellowship
Hall
All Christian Education
classes are on Christmas
break December 24 & 31

Nursery
Nursery is available for
children who are infants
through 4 years of age
during Sunday morning
worship and the Sunday
School hour.

Office
Monday - Thursday from
9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Friday from
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
210-822-3394
office@clcah.org

Through God’s Grace
All are welcome as we joyfully,
Receive…to Give
Learn…to Serve
and Worship…to Grow.

December
2008
December
2017

From the Pastor….the coming
of Christmas
The church season of Advent revolves around waiting…waiting for the Christ child to come,
waiting for hope, peace, joy, and love to enter into our lives fully. This year, our world seems
in particular need of the gifts Christ brings. The past months have brought countless disasters
from hurricanes and forest fires at home to tsunamis and earthquakes abroad. The earth cries
out to us through these natural disasters, begging to be made whole again. The past months
have also brought unimagined tragedy as gunmen have shot down larger numbers of people
than perhaps we thought possible and in places that are sacred and meant to feel secure. Our
thoughts and prayers continue to surround those who lost loved ones in Las Vegas and
Sutherland Springs and all those who suffer the effects of meaningless violence. These past
months have also brought with them an awareness of the perils of war. We continue to find no
end to the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, and we worry about a potential war with North
Korea. And then there are the deficits of hope, peace, joy, and love in our own personal lives.
What great disappointments have you faced this year? Are you finding a way forward? What
does the coming of the Christ child mean for you?
Advent, it seems to me, reflects the realities of our life here together more than any other
season of the church year. We are waiting: waiting for hope to fill our hearts, waiting for peace
to descend on earth, waiting for joy to infuse our lives, waiting for love to rule the day.
Sometimes the waiting can feel heavy, and that’s why the season of Advent is so important. It
reminds us that we are not alone even when we feel discouraged or angry or frustrated or hurt.
The church is with us. Our community of faith is with us. God is with us. And as hard as it
can be to wait patiently for Christ to come and resolve all of this messiness, there is something
we can do. WE can bring hope. WE can send peace. WE can share joy. WE can wrap others in
God’s love.
Each Sunday during this season of Advent, we will focus on one of these themes. On
November 26, we brought hope as we lit candles of hopefulness in worship. December 3,
there will be tables with cards set up in the CrossWay for you to sign which will be sent to the
(Continued on the top of page 2)

Groups
Angelicus Choir
Every Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Sanctuary

Book Club
First Tuesday
6:45 p.m. - Location TBA

Dominos Group
First Thursday
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall

First Thursday Lunch
First Thursday
12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall

Gloria Choir
Every Wednesday
6:15 p.m. - Sanctuary

Healing Prayer

Pastor…
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homebound, deployed military, and the people of Sutherland Springs First Baptist
Church as we seek to send peace. December 10, we will share God’s joy as we collect one and two pound bags of rice and beans (items particularly in demand at our
local food pantry) to help those in need set a table full of joy this season. December
17 we will wrap others in God’s love by wrapping them in warmth as we take up a
collection of coats, mittens, and scarves for those who may not have a place to go
this Christmas. The offerings on December 10 and 17 will be collected during worship and laid at the foot of the altar as we reflect on how the coming of the Christ
Child makes a tangible difference in all our lives.
Finally, please join us for festive services on Christmas Eve at 10:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m.,
6:00 p.m., and 8:00 p.m. Read more about our Christmas worship on page 7. I
thank you in advance for your work in helping to bring hope, send peace, share joy,
and wrap in love as we await the coming of Christmas!
- Pastor Leslie Price

Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.
Rode Prayer Chapel

Hope Circle
TBD
9:30 a.m. - Primrose House

Joseph’s Sons
First Monday
6:30 p.m. - Location TBA

Lydia Circle
Second Monday
6:30 p.m. - Primrose House

Men’s Breakfast
Second Tuesday
7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ

Mulligans
Second Tuesday
6:30 p.m. - Hoffbrau

Lessons and Carols: December 3,
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate the Christmas story through word and music by Martin Luther in this
service of readings, carols, and choral selections that commemorate the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation. This Christian tradition is a musical, meditative,
and inspirational preparation for Advent and the birth of our Lord. We are blessed
to have the gifts of Director of Music Ministry, Dr. Dan Long, Organist, Matthew
Goodson, and our CLC Sanctuary Choir to bring this tradition to life for us.

Quilters
Every Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - Primrose House

Sanctuary Choir
Every Wednesday
7:05 p.m. - Sanctuary

Soul Sisters
First Thursday
7:00 p.m. - Julian’s
Other groups meet during the
year. For information, please
contact our church office or visit
our website www:clcah.org.
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Hanging of the Greens
December 3, 11:30 a.m.
Pre-K through elementary-age children are invited to meet in Fellowship Hall to
have lunch and make ornaments for our Sanctuary Christmas Tree! Confirmation
& high school youth through adults will decorate the Sanctuary, CrossWay, and
outside doors. After the decorating is complete, there will be chili and tamales in
the CrossWay! Please join us! The more hands, the faster we can get to the chili!

Member
News

From the Council President...
It has been a busy fall with lots of exciting things happening around the church,
especially our celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. It is hard
for me to comprehend that one man started the Reformation that is the foundation
of most all Protestant churches of today. While we certainly have a long history at
Christ Lutheran, which Pastor Steve Rode reminded us about on our anniversary
Sunday, comparatively, we are in our infancy. The question for all of us any time
we look at our past is also: what will our future be?
Who we are today and who we want to be in our future are questions we must
continually ask ourselves, and it is something we talk about frequently during
Congregation Council meetings. To help us define ourselves and what we see as
our mission to our congregation and to our greater community, we have done
things like the recent questionnaires and our “house meetings” to help us make
sure we are serving the needs and interests of our congregation. As always, we
welcome any other types of input or information about new or different ways we
can be stewards to our community.
We have been blessed with a generous gift from the John & Ingrid Murray Estate,
which was directed to making improvements to our Sipe organ. While some
(probably most) of you are more musically inclined than I am, you still may not be
aware of the issues our organ has been experiencing due to its age and normal wear
and tear. After an extensive search for an organ builder who could offer us the
most and best improvements for our money and who is available to do the work,
we signed a contract in an effort to update our organ to function properly. Repairs
are scheduled to begin sometime after Easter. During the repair process, there will
be a few weeks when our organ is inoperable for worship services. The plan is to
have all the work done and the organ work completed by January, 2019. We are
very grateful for this generous gift and give thanks that it will ensure that our organ
will make beautiful music for years to come.

Congratulations to:


Sympathy to:


Margery Erp, Cyndi
Erp-Long, and Glenda
Bastian and families on
the death of their
husband and father,
Glen Erp, on November 8.

Praises To




We as a church are blessed by our members who donate both their time and
financial support which allows us to do things like this organ update. As another
calendar year comes to a close, here is one final reminder of what makes us a
unique church is our continued practice of dedicating 20 percent of all of our
offering to various benevolence recipients: a double tithe. While obviously secularly
focused, remember that your donations to our offerings are good for your tax
deductions as well and allow us to provide additional help at a time that many
organizations are stretched to their limits.



I hope that everyone has a blessed Christmas and has the chance to reflect upon
the past year and the many gifts all of us have received.



- Robb Decker, Congregation Council President

Adam & Suzanne
Braaten and big sisters
Hadley & Hannah on the
birth of Harper Lee on
November 9.





Bill Ross for his years of
music ministry at Christ
Lutheran. Happy
Retirement!
All who helped at
Operation Turkey on
Thanksgiving Day.
All who helped at SA
Clubhouse on
Thanksgiving Day. It is
always such a blessing
to be there!
All who participated in
the All-ages Dia De Los
Muertos event on All
Saints Day.
Joe Diana for being the
MC at the 85th
Anniversary Celebration
Breakfast.

Clara Tenorio for a
wonderful breakfast on
Anniversary Sunday!
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Advent Wednesday Worship
Our Advent Wednesday worship services will be held November 29, December 6, 13, and 20 at 6:30 p.m.
in the sanctuary. We hope you will join us for this beautiful, calming worship based on Holden Evening
Prayer. This year’s services will feature our middle school and high school singers. The lovely music of this
vespers service sets the tone for the season reminding us to bring hope, send peace, share joy, and wrap
others in God’s love.

Christmas Boxes of Blessings
Come join this wonderful community-wide effort (led by Redeemer Presbyterian Church) where we fill
boxes with enough food to feed a family for one week during the Christmas holiday. This is a tangible way
that we can give back to our community while demonstrating the love of Christ. The Boxes of Blessing are
delivered to schools and other organizations so they can give them to the families who are involved in their
programs. This year the goal is to fill over 9,000 boxes. Don't miss out on this incredible example of a
community coming together to help others. We will be part of hundreds of volunteers so wear your
goldenrod t-shirt to stand out in the crowd. Make sure you are prepared to work in a warehouse
environment (closed-toed shoes, a jacket, and some gloves are recommended). Bring a pocketknife if you
have one.
There are two opportunities to serve:
Filling the Boxes
Saturday, December 2nd 8:30-2:00 p.m. Breakfast and lunch provided. Families welcome! Where: 3200 E.
Houston St., San Antonio, TX 78219
Delivering the Boxes
Saturday, December 2nd at 2:00 p.m. This will be a physical event for adults and high school students
only. Location is TBD.
Important parking information: Parking is located on the East side of the warehouse. Please note that
overflow parking will be available directly across the street in the Willow Springs golf course parking lot.
Volunteers (wearing green shirts) and security officers will help direct you.
Contact Joe Diana if you need a ride or have other questions. Otherwise show up and have fun!

Christmas Office Hours
The church office will be closed Monday and Tuesday, December 25 & 26, for the Christmas holidays and
January 1 for New Year’s Day
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Christmas Angel Tree
Thank you so much to those who chose an angel from the Family Service Association Angel Tree in the
CrossWay and purchased items to make Christmas brighter for those in need in the community! Please
bring WRAPPED gifts to the CrossWay no later than Wednesday, December 6. Be sure and attach the
angel and identifying label and keep the gifts together in a bag. Gifts of non-perishable foods and new
or gently used household items, linens, and furnishings are also needed by these families.
For more information, talk to Linda or Larry Sulser, or call the church office at 210-822-3394.

Faith University
The Lutheran chorale has been one of the greatest musical and spiritual contributions to Christian history.
In celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Director of Music Ministries, Daniel Long,
PhD, is conducting part II of a course on the history of this remarkable musical genre created through five
centuries. Part I took place last spring. Join us for Part II on Sunday, December 3 & 10.
Please note that Faith University will be intergenerational on Sunday, December 17, as we join our Sunday
school children in celebrating the birth of Christ as they present their annual Christmas pageant. All
Christian education classes will be on break December 24 & 31.

Sunday School for Parents
We invite all our parents on Sunday mornings to head over to Primrose House after dropping off your
children at Sunday school. You will find a cozy and welcoming space and time for conversation with one
another. Conversations range from current events in our personal lives to current events in the news, but
always with a particular focus on what it’s like to be a parent in today’s world and how we can best mentor
our children. This year, Sunday School for Parents will be led by its faithful participants. Thanks to Joe
Diana, Sarah Loyd, Margaret Suther, Joan Woods, and Adam Braaten for leading this fall semester! Please
note, nursery is also provided during the education hour for children not old enough for Sunday school.
This class will not meet on Sunday, December 17, due to the Children’s Christmas Pageant, and the class
will be on Christmas break December 24 and December 31.

Sunday School on Christmas Break
No Sunday School on Sunday, December 24, and Sunday, December 31, for all ages (3 years old through
Adults) due to the Christmas break. We will resume Sunday school for all ages on Sunday, January 7.
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Lucy Circle
Lucy Circle is becoming a sanctuary for thoughtful, honest conversation. We so value the contributions of
all who bring their depth of experience to enlighten our worldview. We always welcome newcomers to this
group where we believe you’ll find meaningful connections.
Thank you to all who joined our outstanding conversation in November, and to all who contributed to an
HEB gift card for our friend, Brenda, to help her family celebrate Thanksgiving.
Lucy Circle will not meet in December in deference to Dr. Dan Long’s class during the Sunday school
hour on December 3 & 10, and the children’s Christmas Pageant on December 17. Then there’s
Christmas! So we hope to see you all on Sunday, January 21 (our usual third Sunday meeting schedule) to
discuss the essay, “Shunned” by Meredith Hall. You can download it, free, at
https://www.creativenonfiction.org/online-reading/shunned. We meet in the Parlor at 9:15.
- Jan Norris

Advent Festival for All Ages:
December 10, 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
On Sunday, December 10, we will celebrate Advent with a churchwide Advent Festival to get ready for the
new church year! Children and adults will travel to the different stations for fun activities. Stations will
include: preparing reindeer food, nativity photo op, cookie decorating, making Advent calendars and
Christmas ornaments, playing games, and doing service projects for our shut-ins. We will need volunteers
to help set up and manage stations for the Advent Festival. Please contact Carrie Jowers, Director of Faith
Formation, in the church office if you can help.

River City Ringer Concert, Friday,
December 8, 7:00 p.m.
This season, the River City Ringers present, “A Rhythmic Christmas,” featuring pieces full of energy and
vitality. From asymmetrical rhythms to Christmas swing favorites, our concert will feature favorites such
as, “It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year” and “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen.” Join us for “A
Rhythmic Christmas,” the very best way to ring in Christmas and the New Year.
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Christmas Cookie Exchange
Join us for the fourth annual Cookie Exchange celebrating "Our Homes & Heritage" on Sunday,
December 17, at 1:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bake up three-dozen festive cookies to exchange with other
CLC bakers. We will enjoy mulled wine and other treats during adult fellowship time. A sign-up sheet will
be in the Crossway, and you can contact Edna Robbins, Rhonda Vasbinder, or Laurie Huhndorf for more
information.

Christmas Eve Worship
We invite you to worship with us on Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth of Christ and the coming of
Christmas. As God becomes human, we rejoice in song and prayer, praise and thanksgiving, love and
fellowship.
Here’s what to look forward to at our different worship offerings:
Christmas Eve 10:30 a.m. – Sunday Morning Carol Sing
Join us on Christmas Eve morning to celebrate the birth of our savior. This year we will have a Christmas
Carol sing with all your favorite carols and a time of reflection. There will be no sermon but communion
will be offered. If you are often left wishing we had gotten to sing a particular carol on Christmas Eve, this
service is for you. If offers lots of congregational participation and carol singing that brings joy to the
heart.
Christmas Eve 4:00 p.m. – Child-Friendly Service
This Christmas Eve worship service is great for all ages; however, it is crafted specifically with children in
mind. Children will have the opportunity to dress up as an angel, shepherd, or lamb and come forward to
be a part of the Christmas Story. Children will also be invited to come forward to lead the congregation in
singing Away in a Manger. There will be a special Children’s Time with Carrie Jowers, our Director of
Faith Formation. And recognizing that young ones can be especially energetic on Christmas Eve, the
service will last only 45-50 minutes, with a shorter sermon. This service also offers Holy Communion and
candle lighting.
Christmas Eve 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. – Carols and Candlelight
These two services are identical. They help us enter into the transcendent beauty of this evening
celebrating God’s incarnation. Join us as we sing beloved carols and enter into the stillness and awe of this
Silent Night. The Sanctuary Choir offers stunning music, which helps us marvel at the birth of this
precious child. Pastor Leslie will preach. Communion will be offered as well as a ceremony of candle
lighting.
Nursery is provided at both the 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. services.
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Youth & Children

Senior High-The Light and
Junior High-FX3
Our Senior High Bible Study Group and FX3 (6th though 8th grade) will meet together this month at the
church on Sunday, December 3 and on Sunday, December 17. On December 3, we will shop for the CAM
Christmas Store and have dinner at EZ’s Brick Oven and Grill. On December 17, we will hold our annual
Christmas Party in Fellowship Hall. The youth are encouraged to wear their favorite Christmas PJs and
bring a White Elephant gift to exchange ($10 limit). We will have dinner and play fun games. These events
are 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Acolyte Schedule
The Confirmation Class is doing such a wonderful job assisting in worship as Acolytes. The schedule for
December is listed below. Thank you to all who have volunteered during the busy Christmas season.
Acolyte Schedule for December:
Sunday, December 3:
Sunday, December 10:
Sunday, December 17:
Sunday, December 24:
10:30 a.m.:
4:00 p.m.: Sophia Jowers
6:00 p.m.: Nate Tenorio
8:00 p.m.: William Hall

Page 8

Youth & Children

Confirmation Sunday School Schedule
Sunday, December 3: Sacraments-Baptism
Sunday, December 10: Sacraments-Communion
Sunday, December 17: Christmas Pageant (in sanctuary)
Sunday, December 24: No Sunday School (Christmas Break)
Sunday, December 31: No Sunday School (New Year’s Break)
Sunday, January 7: Help with Epiphany Party (Fellowship Hall)
Sunday, January 14: Breakfast Fellowship

Christmas Pageant:
A Christmas To Believe In
Please mark your calendars to see our children tell the story of Christmas. You won’t want to miss it! The
pageant will be held on Sunday, December 17, during the Sunday School hour (9:15 a.m.). Children began
rehearsing pageant lines and parts were given out during Sunday school on November 19. Pageant
rehearsals for ALL children are Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. on December 3 and 10. Children are also
asked to attend Wednesday evenings for rehearsal for pageant lines and music from 5:00 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.
Final dress rehearsal is REQUIRED for all children participating in the pageant from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. on Saturday, December 16. The preschool children will need to attend 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Lunch
is included for the older children staying until 1:30 p.m.
We need parent volunteers for this year’s pageant. We are looking for parents to help assist during the
pageant. If you can help, please let Carrie Jowers, Director of Faith Formation, know.

Spring Dates for Confirmation
Large Group
Confirmation “Large Group” will be held on Wednesday, January 10, from 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. with
“Pizza Feast” from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The following dates are for Wednesday
Night Large Group for the spring:
 January 10
 April 4
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CLC Book Club
Please join the members of the CLC Book Club for their annual Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 5
at 6:45 p.m. at Carolyn Dufelmeier’s home, 327 Busby. Everyone is asked to bring plain men’s white tube
socks in support of Agape – a much-needed item. Download Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Adventure of
the Blue Carbuncle at http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/AdveBlue.shtml. It’s our
Book Club Christmas gift (it’s FREE!) to you, and it is the book we’ll discuss at our party.
Upcoming reads:
January – Ahab's Wife, or The Star-gazer by Sena Jeter Naslund. A saga of a woman whose life is
dominated by the ocean.
February – H is for Hawk by Helen Macdonald. Saga of a grieving daughter who found healing in training
a hawk. Winner of the Samuel Johnson Prize and Costa Book of the Year award.
March – The Jersey Brothers by Sally Mott Freeman. True story of a missing naval officer in the Pacific
and his family's quest to bring him home.
April – Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders. Historical fiction published this year. It unfolds in a
graveyard over the course of a single night, narrated by a dazzling chorus of voices from the past.

Men’s Work Retreat at Camp Chrysalis
All Christ Lutheran men are invited to a work retreat at Lutheran Camp Chrysalis (close to Kerrville), on
the weekend of January 19 - 21. On Saturday the 20th, we’ll help with general maintenance and repair
projects at Camp Chrysalis. Arrival is flexible to suit your schedule – we hope you can join us either Friday
evening or Saturday morning for the workday. Departure is planned for Sunday morning after
breakfast. Evenings are dedicated to stargazing and relaxing by the campfire. Contact Bob Lynch, (830)
438-3389, or Larry Sulser, (210) 822-6797, for further information and reservations.

Sunday School Christmas Pageant:
A Christmas to Believe In
Sunday, December 17, 9:15 a.m.
The traditional Christmas story is told while the children act out the story onstage.
One of the narrators is not sure he believes the whole Christmas story but after he becomes engaged
with the actors, he realizes it is after all “A Christmas to Believe In!”
Join us for this very enjoyable presentation by our Sunday School children!
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New Member Sunday
On January 28, at 10:30 a.m. worship, we will receive new members, followed by
a reception at 11:30 a.m. in the CrossWay. If you are interested in becoming a
member of our CLC family, please talk to Pastor Leslie.

Staff
The Rev. Leslie Price
Pastor

Carrie Jowers
Director of Faith Formation

Dana Ferrero
Director of Day School

Becky Richard
Office Manager/Accountant

Linda Sulser
Administrative Assistant

Companionate Ministry
Thanks to all who contributed food items to the Thanksgiving Dinner drive
sponsored by Alamo Heights Christian Church. One of the recipients of the
“Thanksgiving in a Bag” was our friend, Brenda. And Lucy Circle contributed a
generous gift card so Brenda could buy a turkey and other fresh items to finish
off the feast. The latest news: Brenda is now working full time at The Village at
Incarnate Word … yay for Brenda!

Dr. Dan Long
Director of Music Ministry

Matthew Goodson
Organist

Ariana Acosta
Youth Choir Director

Sharon Wiedemann
Youth Choir Accompanist

Clara Tenorio
Church “Keeper” &
Nursery Attendant

Sam Tenorio

Mulligans & Soul Sisters
Christmas Party Thursday,
December 7
In December, our young men’s and women’s groups will meet together to do a
service project and to celebrate with some Christmas cheer. We get to play the
part of Santa, checking off his Christmas list, as we will take an inventory of all
the toys donated through the Adopt-a-Family program on our Angel Tree. We
will check to be sure all gifts are ready for pick-up and delivery. In addition, we
will fellowship in the joy of the season, sharing food and drink, Christmas
memories, and more. We will gather Thursday, December 7, at 7:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. Please bring an appetizer or other food item to share. We will
provide the beer and wine for the festivities. Childcare will be available in the
nursery.

Custodian

Ryan Loyd
Sound Tech

Congregation
Council
Robb Decker, President
Joe Diana, Vice Pres.
Sharon Wiedemann,
Treasurer

Blossom Stobb, Secretary
Sarah Loyd, Trustee
Chris Fidao, Trustee
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Trustee
Pastor Leslie Price
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Join us this Advent and Christmas Season
Adopt An Angel
Sunday, Nov. 19 to
Wednesday, Dec. 6
Tree in CrossWay

Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, Dec. 3
Sanctuary
11:30 a.m.

Christmas Boxes of
Blessings
Saturday, Dec. 2
3200 E. Houston

River City Ringers
Concert
Friday, Dec. 8
Sanctuary
7:00 p.m.

Christmas Cookie
Exchange
Sunday, Dec. 17
Fellowship Hall
1:30 p.m.
Sunday School
Christmas Pageant
Sunday, Dec. 17
9:15 a.m.
Sanctuary

Advent Festival
Sunday, Dec. 10
Fellowship Hall
3:00-5:00 p.m.

Advent Sundays Worship
Nov. 26
Dec. 3, 10, 17
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lessons and Carols Worship
Sunday, Dec. 3
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Advent Wednesdays Worship
Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20
Holden Evening Prayer
6:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Services
10:30 a.m. Carol Sing
4:00 p.m. Child-friendly, 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Traditional
All Services with Communion
Nursery at 4:00 and 6:00 p.m.

