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Welcoming is a good theme for our coming summer at Christ Lutheran. Long, lazy days of 
summer allow for more time to be attentive to one another, to enjoy hospitable spaces to 
converse, whether at the local pool or over a glass of iced tea on the porch, and to have longer 
visits with friends and family. The world slows down, just ever so slightly, and allows us a little 
more space to welcome. It’s these moments that turn out to be some of our most precious and 
memorable.  
 
This summer we are welcoming a new pastor to our staff, the Rev. Howard Stendahl. He will 
be serving in a quarter-time capacity, focusing on preaching and pastoral care. He brings a 
wealth of experience to this role, having served as Chief of Chaplains of the U.S. Air Force. 
Prior to his long and distinguished military career, Rev. Stendahl served as a parish pastor in 
Texas and Wisconsin. We are blessed to have him join our congregation in this role and look 
forward to his ministry among us.  
 
This summer we are also considering our welcome as a congregation, seeking to grow in our 
hospitality to all who cross our threshold, all who regularly attend, and even those outside our 
doors. Recently, seventeen of our members participated in a “Building an Inclusive Church” 
workshop, hosted by Reconciling Works. There we were challenged to identify how we could 
grow in our hospitality and welcome and teach others to do the same. Although the workshop 
has ended, this group will continue to meet over the summer, seeking to strengthen CLC’s 
tradition of welcoming all people.  
 
- Pastor Leslie  

From the Pastor . . .  

December 2008 

 

 Through God’s Grace  
    All are welcome as we joyfully, 

Receive…to Give 
     Learn…to Serve 
 and Worship…to Grow. 

 Worship 
Sunday Morning 

Holy  Communion 
at 9:30 a.m. 

Light Breakfast and 
Fellowship begins  

at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Education 
On Summer Break 

through Labor Day, 
September 2 

 

Nursery 
Nursery is available for 
children who are infants 
through 4 years of age 

during Sunday morning 
worship and the Sunday 

School hour.   
 

Office 
Monday - Thursday 

from 
    9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

Friday from  
    9:00 a.m. - 12:00 

p.m. 
210-822-3394 

office@clcah.org 
 

           June/July 2018 



Synod Assembly was held May 4-6 this year in San Marcos at the Embassy Suites. 
The theme of the assembly was, “Seeds of Hope: Beyond All Imagination,” which 
we experienced in engaging worship and presentations throughout the weekend. 
This year, we elected a new bishop to serve the Southwestern Texas Synod upon 
Bishop Tiemann’s retirement. On the fifth ballot, Rev. Sue Briner was elected to 
the office of Bishop. She will assume that call on September 1. The offering from 
this year’s assembly, a total of $69,255.23, went to support the ELCA fund for 
Leaders program, which provides financial support to raise up new leaders in the 
church. We also heard reports on the various ministries of the synod, approved a 
resolution advocating greater support for the Middle East during this time of crisis, 
and approved next year’s budget.  
 
We are grateful to Blossom and Bobby Stobb, Sarah Loyd, and Brandon Albrecht 
for serving as our lay voting members at Synod Assembly. A huge thank you to the 
Rev. Lisa Tice for preaching and presiding at CLC while Pastor Leslie was away. If 
you would like to learn more about what issues were discussed and voted on at 
Synod Assembly, please visit the Synod's website at www.swtsynod.org.  

Synod Assembly  
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Groups 
Angelicus Choir 
    On Summer Break 

Book Club 
    First Tuesday  
    6:45 p.m. - Location TBA 

Dominos Group 
    First Thursday  
    9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 

First Thursday Lunch 
    First Thursday  
    12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 

Gloria Choir 
    On Summer Break 

Healing Prayer 
Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.  
Rode Prayer Chapel 

Joseph’s Sons 
    First Monday 
   6:30 p.m. - Location TBA 

Lydia Circle 
    Second Monday 
    6:30 p.m. - Primrose House 

Men’s Breakfast 
    Second Tuesday  
    7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ 

Mulligans 
     On Summer Break 

Quilters 
    Every Tuesday 
    9:00 a.m. - Primrose House 

Sanctuary Choir 
    On Summer Break 

Soul Sisters 
    On Summer Break 
 
 
Other groups meet during the 
year.  For information, please 
contact our church office or 

visit our website www:clcah.org. 

We hope you’ll join us Thursday, June 7, at CLC in our Fellowship Hall for an 
interfaith dinner to learn more about Ramadan, the “month” in which Muslims fast 
from dawn to dusk (from around 5:15 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. this year, depending on the 
day). As it is the Muslim custom to break the fast with friends and neighbors, the 
Raindrop Turkish House has reached out to us to share in this important ritual. 
Come learn more about this faith as we share with our brothers and sisters in a 
peaceful fellowship that demonstrates that the love of God can cross every 
boundary.  
 
Jayme Brown is once again our head chef for this event and would appreciate your 
help in prepping and serving dinner. If you can help out on June 7, please call the 
church office or email Pastor Leslie. We will begin cooking around 5:00 p.m. and 
will be done with the entire event around 9:00 p.m. Thanks in advance!  
 
Here is the tentative program for the evening:  
7:30 p.m. Arrival, Mingle, and Live Sufi Music 
7:45 p.m. Welcome by Raindrop 
8:15 p.m. Ramadan Presentation  
8:33 p.m. Iftar (Fast-Breaking Dinner)  
9:00 p.m. Closing  

Interfaith Ramadan Dinner  
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Member 
News 

 
Sympathy to: 
 
 Frank Randazzo and 

family on the death of 
his mother, Catherine 
Randazzo on May 23. 

 

 The family and friends 
of Richard Zick who 
passed away on  

      May 29. 
 

We are amazingly blessed by the more than 50 small group ministries available at 
Christ Lutheran. From learning about the cosmos to Bible Study to dinner groups 
to book reading to faith exploration to sharing talents in worship to meeting with 
other faithful men and women, our small group ministries are thriving. Of course, 
behind each of these small groups is a fearless and dedicated leader who organizes 
the calendar, plans content, and motivates members. We are grateful for our small 
group leaders. This June, all small group leaders are invited to an Open House at 
Pastor Leslie and Jayme’s on June 14 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. to share in fellowship 
with one another and also to check-in with Pastor Leslie on how their ministry is 
going and what might be helpful for further support. RSVP to Pastor Leslie by 
email or phone to let her know you are coming.  

Small Group Leaders   
Open House, June 14 

In the fall of 2017, Christ Lutheran joined the San Antonio Sponsoring Committee 
(SASC), a collaboraton of faith-based communities, schools, and non-profits, to 
build a network with the capacity to act effectively and faithfully on behalf of the 
common good. We are researching issues related to education, immigration, and 
criminal justice. On Sunday, April 22, we met with Sheriff Salazar to determine 
how the Bexar County Adult Detention Center relates to these areas. On Sunday, 
May 6, Christ Lutheran had a temple talk about the difference between social 
justice and charity work. Our participation in the SASC empowers us to advocate 
for social justice in our community by implementing change so that those who are 
on the fringes of our society – such as the poor, the prisoner, and the immigrant – 
are given a voice. By pledging financially to the SASC, we are helping to hire a full-
time community organizer. More importantly, though, we need people from the 
church who are willing to support and contribute to our efforts.  If you are 
interested in being involved, please contact me at lisa@clcah.org or 210-787-9651.  
 
 - Lisa Diana 

SASC: A Collaborative  
Social Justice Effort 

mailto:lisa@clcah.org
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At the CLC Annual Meeting that will be held on Sunday, June 10, 2018, the Nominating Team will place 
the names of the following congregation members in nomination for the positions indicated: (1) 
incumbent Robb Decker for a second term as Congregation Council President, (2) incumbent Sharon 
Wiedemann Ruiz for a second term as Congregation Council Treasurer, and (3) incumbent Carolyn 
Dufelmeier for a second term as Congregation Council Member at-Large. Also, Lori Harris will be placed 
in nomination for the position of Congregation Council Vice President, replacing Joe Diana. Joe’s wife, 
Lisa, is our new Minister of Mission and Outreach, making Joe ineligible to serve on Council per our 
congregation’s best practices. The vote on these nominations will take place on June 10, immediately 
following the 9:30 a.m. worship service.  
  
Thanks to all who served on the Nominating Team this year: Laurie Stiteler, Ryan Myers, Blossom Stobb, 
Joe Diana, Pastor Leslie Price, and Lewis Westerman, Chair.  
  
Robb Decker, Nominee for President 
Robb Decker, an attorney who specializes in representing school districts, first became active at Christ 
Lutheran while a student at Trinity University between 1986 and 1990. After graduating from Trinity and 
before heading off to law school, he worked as a youth director at Christ Lutheran, along with Abe 
Crowley and Mike Qualben. He then graduated Baylor Law School and eventually returned to San Antonio 
and Christ Lutheran around 2000. Robb has been an active member of the congregation including serving 
on Parish Council as a Trustee for two terms from 2007-2011. Most everyone knows Robb's son, Bennett, 
who is regularly seen running around the church on Sundays and during the week at the Day School.   
There is no doubt that Bennett adds significantly to Robb’s appeal as a candidate. Robb is honored to be 
nominated for a second term as President 
 
Lori Harris, Nominee for Vice President 
Lori Harris became a member of CLC in 1995, shortly after she and Michael married in 1994 and were 
looking for a church home. Lori served in law enforcement for over 23 years and has served as the 
president of the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #38 and the secretary/treasurer of the International 
Police Association Alamo Region #64. She is a graduate of the FBI National Academy and holds a 
bachelor’s degree from Texas State University and a Masters from Sam Houston State University. After 
leaving law enforcement she pursued a career in Human Resources and has been serving in that field for 
seven years. Lori has served as communion helper and confirmation teacher and currently is a member of 
Usher Team, Welcome Team, Compensation Team, MAST, and serves as Assisting Minister. She also 
enjoys taking pictures of the various events at CLC and sharing those photos with the congregation. Lori 
looks forward to continuing her service with CLC and is honored to be considered for the position of Vice 
President. 
 
Sharon Wiedemann Ruiz, Nominee for Treasurer  
Sharon Wiedemann Ruiz has been a member at CLC since her sophomore year in high school (she 
requests that we leave it at that). There were always plenty of opportunities to get involved with the 
congregation, starting with singing in the Senior Choir and teaching Sunday School. She served as a 
Council Member many years ago when still in college at Trinity University. Most recently, she became an 
Assisting Minister and an accompanist for the children’s choirs. She also fulfills usher duties which come 
around every quarter and takes advantage of occasional opportunities to play flute accompaniments. 
 

(Continued on the top of page 5) 
 

Congregation Council Nominees 



Sharon’s business life has consisted of public school teaching, being a Cost Accountant, working briefly in 
the financial services industry, and reaching 29 years at CPS Energy in various roles, the most recent being 
Manager of Retirement and Life Plans. She has an MBA in Finance and Accounting. She looks forward to 
continuing to serve and grow in congregational life at CLC. 
 
Carolyn Dufelmeier,  Nominee for Member at-Large  
Carolyn Dufelmeier has been a member at Christ Lutheran since 1986 when she and another member, 
Linda Sulser, visited Lutheran churches in San Antonio and found CLC to be a good fit for both of them. 
Carolyn is a retired elementary school teacher with 34 years of experience. During her years at CLC, she 
has served as a member of the Transition Task Force, the Call Committee for Pastor Marie, Welcome 
Team, the Money Counters, and Chair of the Eucharistic Ministers. She volunteers at Agape as our CLC 
Liaison and sends acknowledgements for memorials. She has been a faithful member of Lydia Circle, CLC 
Book Club, various dinner groups, and the Healing Prayer Group. She is even seen around the grounds of 
CLC as she keeps our flowers beds neat and weed-free. Being THIS invested in Christ Lutheran, she looks 
forward to continuing her work as a Congregation Council Member at-Large. 
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Please join us on Tuesday, June 5 at 6:45 p.m. at the Primrose House for a discussion of  
Maskarade by Terry Plachett. I love that we are reading really interesting books that we might not have 
otherwise picked up. Cyndi Erp Long will lead the discussion. In July, we’ll read Oranges Are Not The 
Only Fruit, by Jeanette Winterson, and will meet on Tuesday, July 3, for our monthly discussion. Natalie 
Morgan will lead that book discussion.  
 
If you’d like to read ahead, in August, we are going to discuss Hilbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance, and Peggy 
Enax will lead the discussion. Call the church office if you are interested in attending or just come along 
for the fun! 
 
 - Edna Robbins 

CLC Book Club 

Nominees… (continued from page 4) 
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Please email tessa@clcah.org or text 512-775-0210 if you can help with the following fun activities: 
 
Arts and Crafts 

 Support children with creating a craft each day. 
 
Small Group Leaders 

 Support a small group of children through a Bible study and help them move through different 
stations throughout the morning. 

 
Games 

 Help plan/prepare and/or lead each small group through two games each day (materials supplied). 
 

Drama/Story Telling 
 Support children in acting out experiences to help them understand and live in the Word. 

VBS Volunteers Needed! 
(even for just one day!) 

Adults Know Everything 
 
I understand everything I read in the Bible. Wait, no, that’s a lie. 
 
Teaching scripture to children the last few months has been a powerful activity, one with many 
realizations: 
 

Scripture is hard to understand 
I need help understanding 
There are multiple interpretations 

 
After reflecting on these I thought about whom to ask when I wanted help and then wondered, whom do 
children ask?  Children see adults read the Bible, listen to sermons, nod their heads, and talk to each other 
about scripture. To children’s minds, we obviously understand scripture. Except that we don’t. Children 
need to hear trusted adults say, “I don’t know what this means” after reading the Bible. Children need to 
hear adults pray, asking God to help open their minds to understand God’s Word. When children see these 
practices, they are more likely to feel safe asking questions, which leads to understanding. Be unsure, out 
loud. Our kids will be better for it!  

“Tidbits from Tessa” 

Youth & Children 

mailto:tessa@clcah.org
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We are in need of volunteers to help support our Sunday School programming. Please let me know if you 
are interested in serving in this way: tessa@clcah.org or 512-775-0210. The goal is to have enough people 
to help so the commitment is achievable with busy schedules! If a commitment of teaching Sunday school 
a few times in the fall and/or a few times in the spring sounds doable, text or email Tessa! 
 
Sunday School will resume in September! 

Sunday School  

Splash Canyon VBS will take us through missions, arts and crafts, drama, 
games, and small group Bible studies. Singing and dancing are a given!!  

 
When: July 9-13; 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 

 Registration is in progress. Forms can be found in the CrossWay or 
on the youth bulletin board outside the Parlor, or you can register 
online. Registration deadline is June 10. 

 Cost:  $40 per child  
 Cash or check (enclose in envelope with registration form; checks made payable to CLCAH). 
 Payment due by June 30. 

 
For children ages 3 through fifth grade. Children must be at least 3 by June 30 and potty trained to attend 
VBS. Please email me with any questions: tessa@clcah.org. 

CLCAH Presents “Splash Canyon”  
Vacation Bible School (VBS)!  

VBS Volunteer Orientation/Training 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a brief overview of VBS volunteer responsibilities.  Please let Tessa 
know if you have schedule conflicts with this important meeting. We welcome volunteers even if they 
cannot attend this orientation. We will provide all the information you need. 
 
Date: June 3, 2018 
Time: Immediately following 9:30 a.m. worship service. 

Youth & Children 

mailto:tessa@clcah.org
mailto:tessa@clcah.org
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Sunday, June 3: Senior High Graduation during the 9:30 a.m. worship service 
Sunday, June 10 through Friday, June 15: Camp Chrysalis 
Wednesday, June 27 through Sunday, July 1: ELCA Gathering in Houston 
Monday, July 9 through Friday, July 13: Vacation Bible School 

Looking Ahead 

Our youth will be traveling to Houston, Texas, for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering! The senior high 
youth and their chaperones will depart for Houston on Wednesday, June 27 and return on Sunday, July 1. 
The Gathering will take place in three main venues: NRG Stadium, NRG Arena, and the NRG Center, 
located in downtown Houston. The youth will gather with over 33, 000 peers to learn about global issues, 
hear from speakers around the world, gather for worship, and work together in service to better the lives 
of those in Houston.  
 
Attendees for this year’s ELCA Gathering are: Taylor Dettmer, Matthew Diana, Emily Giesecke, Beau 
Perez, Stella Schwarze, Cisco Tenorio, and Daisha Tenorio. Chaperones for this year are Jeff & Carrie 
Jowers, and Brandon Albrecht. 
 
Thank you to all our wonderful Stockholders for making this trip possible! 
 
 

ELCA Youth Gathering 
Coming in June 

Youth & Children 



We are off to camp in just a few days! Brandon Albrecht and Carrie Jowers will be tagging along again this 
year to spend a week with our children and youth at Camp Chrysalis from Sunday, June 10 through Friday, 
June 15.  To help with planning, here is the packing list for camp. Please make sure all items are labeled 
with your name. 
 
 Bible 
 Sleeping Bag and Pillow 
 Towel and Washcloth 
 Soap and Shampoo 
 Toothbrush and Toothpaste 
 Other Toiletries 
 Insect Repellent 
 Sunscreen and Lip Balm 
 Shirts and Shorts – at least one per day of camp 
 Modest Swim Suit 
 Swim Towel 
 Underwear and Socks 
 1 Pair of Long Pants (2 Pairs – LYLE II & III) 
 2 Pairs of Tennis Shoes 
 Water Shoes (no sandals) or old pair of tennis shoes 
 Sun Hat or Cap 
 Light Jacket or Sweatshirt 
 Lightweight Rain Coat or Poncho 
 Prescription Medications in their original bottle 
 Flashlight with Batteries 
 
Optional Items: 
 Money for Offering 
 Pen, Notebook, Envelopes, and Stamps 
 Money for the Camp Store 
 Sunglasses 
 Camera 

What to Bring to Camp Chrysalis 
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Youth & Children 
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 All Sunday School leaders, volunteers, Faith University speakers, and anyone who helped with 
Christian Education during the Sunday School hour this year! 

 
 Blossom and Bobby Stobb, Brandon Albrecht, and Sarah Loyd for representing us at the Synod 

Assembly in San Marcos. 
 
 All who attended the Building an Inclusive Church training and to Carl Hughes for his help in 

organizing the training. 
 
 All the children who participated in the children’s choirs this year. 
 
 The Rosenquist family for hosting the end of the year pool party for the children’s choirs. 
 
 All who participated in the lunch service project at Haven for Hope. 
 
 The Confirmands for their wonderful faith statements and their help with the worship service on 

Confirmation Sunday. 

Praises To: 

Our summer worship schedule began on Memorial Day weekend, Sunday, May 27, and continues through 
Labor Day Weekend, Sunday, September 2, when we will have one service with Holy Communion 
beginning at 9:30 a.m.  
  
Each of these Summer Sundays, you’re invited for a light breakfast and fellowship beginning at 9:00 a.m. in 
the CrossWay. If you would like to participate in providing breakfast foods for the fellowship time, 
please sign up on the bulletin board in the CrossWay or call the church office. You may sign up for 
one or all of the food offerings – fruit, juice, and pastries or tacos. We ask that food be set up by 9:00 a.m. 
and we appreciate help with clean-up after worship. Thanks in advance!  

Summer Worship &  
Breakfast Fellowship 
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Staff 
 

The Rev. Leslie Price 
Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Howard Stendahl 
Pastor 

Dana Ferrero 
Director of Day School 

Becky Richard 
Office Manager/Accountant 

Linda Sulser 
Administrative Assistant 

Dr. Dan Long 
Director of Music Ministry 

Matthew Goodson 
Organist 

Sharon Wiedemann 
Youth Choir Accompanist 

Lisa Diana 
Minister of Mission  

& Outreach 
Tessa Baden 

Children’s Ministry Director 
Carrie Jowers 

Jr. & Sr. High Director 
Brandon Albrecht 

Asst. to Jr. & Sr. High  
Director 

Ariana Acosta 
Youth Choir Director 

Clara Tenorio 
Church “Keeper” &  
Nursery Attendant 

Sam Tenorio 
Custodian 

Jesus Garcia 
Sound Tech 

 

Congregation 
Council 

 

Robb Decker, President 
Joe Diana, Vice Pres. 
Sharon Wiedemann,  

Treasurer 
Blossom Stobb, Secretary 

Sarah Loyd, Trustee 
Chris Fidao, Trustee 
Carolyn Dufelmeier,  

Trustee 
Pastor Leslie Price 

Fiesta 2018! 



 
 
 
 

Our annual congregational meeting will be held  
Sunday, June 10, following the 9:30 a.m.  

worship service. In that meeting,  
we will hear reports on our ministries,  
elect Congregation Council members,  

and adopt the budget for next year.  
All members are encouraged to participate  

and to lend your voice and vote.  

Christ Lutheran 
Church 
6720 Broadway 
San Antonio, Texas 
78209 
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