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Join us for contemplative worship at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, November 4. 
Congregants will be invited forward during the service to light a candle in memory of a dearly 
departed friend or family member, and a bell tone will sound for all those lost in the last year 
as we lift their names in prayer. If you would like a name added, please contact the 
church office by October 30. 
 
At Christ Lutheran, we celebrate a unique cultural tradition that remembers those loved ones 
who have gone before us. Dia de los Muertos or Day of the Dead is an annual two-day 
Mexican festival where family and friends remember departed loved ones. It is a vibrant 
celebration of life that gives artistic expression to mourning through music, color, dancing, 
food, art, flowers and more. The dead are celebrated literally as though still alive, and ofrendas 
or "offerings" are made in memory of them and their favorite sports, foods, drinks, and 
pastimes.  
 
At 9:15 a.m., we will host an all-ages event in Fellowship Hall. We will partake of Pan de los 
Muertos, a delicious sweet bread, learn about the traditions of Dia de los Muertos, and present 
ofrendas in honor of our loved ones. Please feel free to bring pictures, cards, or any other 
mementoes that are meaningful to you in remembering and celebrating the life of someone 
who has gone before you.  

All Saints Day and Dia de los 
Muertos - November 4 

December 2008 

 

 Through God’s Grace  
    All are welcome as we joyfully, 

Receive…to Give 
     Learn…to Serve 
 and Worship…to Grow. 

 Worship 
Sunday Morning 

Holy  Communion 
At 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Education 
Sunday Morning -  
        9:15 a.m. for All 
Ages: 

     Children 3 & up –                      
Meet in the Children’s                    
 Chapel 

     Junior High Youth: 
Youth Room 

     Adults – Fellowship 
 Hall 
 

Nursery 
Nursery is available for 
children who are infants 
through 4 years of age 

during Sunday morning 
worship and the Sunday 

School hour.   
 

Office 
Monday - Thursday from 
    9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

Friday from  
    9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

210-822-3394 
office@clcah.org 

 

November 2018 



Can War Be Just? Reflections on ethics, just war, and the ELCA 
Social Statement “For Peace in God’s World.”  
 
During the 9:15 education hour on the 11th and 18th of November, Pastor H will 
review the basic ethical theory of just war and present the content of the ELCA 
Social Statement ”For Peace in God’s World.” Adopted by the Church Council of 
the ELCA on April 8,  2004, the Social Statement encourages members of our faith 
community to talk together about what it means to be peacemakers in a time of 
international terrorism and political unrest. 
 
Join us for this informative class in Fellowship Hall. 

Faith University 
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Groups 
Angelicus Choir 
    Every Wednesday 
    5:30 p.m. - Sanctuary 

Book Club 
    First Tuesday  
    6:45 p.m. - Location TBA 

Dominos Group 
    First Thursday  
    9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 

First Thursday Lunch 
    First Thursday  
    12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 

Gloria Choir 
    Every Wednesday 
    6:15 p.m. - Sanctuary 

Healing Prayer 
Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.  
Rode Prayer Chapel 

Joseph’s Sons 
    First Monday 
   6:30 p.m. - Location TBA 

Lydia Circle 
    Second Monday 
    6:30 p.m. - Primrose House 

Men’s Breakfast 
    Second Tuesday  
    7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ 

Mulligans 
    Second Tuesday 
    6:30 p.m. - Hoffbrau 

Quilters 
    Every Tuesday 
    9:00 a.m. - Primrose House 

Sanctuary Choir 
    Every Wednesday  
    7:05 p.m. - Sanctuary  

Soul Sisters 
    First Thursday 
    7:00 p.m. - Julian’s 
 
Other groups meet during the 
year.  For information, please 
contact our church office or 

visit our website www:clcah.org. 

All CLC women (members, guests, and visitors) are invited to join Lucy Circle for 
good conversation and fellowship on Sunday, November 18. We meet in the Parlor 
at 9:15 during the Sunday school hour. We will discuss the essay, “White Debt,” by 
Eula Bliss. Thanks to Cyndi Manes for recommending this article from the New 
York Times Magazine, December 2, 2015 issue. I think you’ll find this article 
thought-provoking and a little painful … but important for us to hear and discuss. 
I have it in a Word doc if you’d like me to send it to you. 
 
 - Jan Norris 

Lucy Circle: November 18 

Please join us for a tour of SAMMinistries on Friday, November 8, at 10:00 a.m. 
SAMM is an interfaith ministry whose mission is to help the homeless and those at 
risk of becoming homeless attain self-sufficiency by offering with dignity and 
compassion, shelter housing, and services. While SAMM is a recipient of our 
benevolence ministry, there are also a number of ways to volunteer at 
SAMMinistries which we can learn about at this time.  
 
Blair Ortmann, the Development Director at SAMM, has kindly offered to provide 
a guided tour.  Please RSVP to Lisa Diana at lisa@clcah.org.  
 

SAMMinistries Tour 

mailto:lisa@clcah.org
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Member 
News 

 

Baptisms 
 Harper Lee Braaten, 

daughter of Adam & 
Suzanne Braaten and baby 
sister of Hadley & 
Hannah on October 21. 

 
 

Praises To 
 All who participated in 

the Soldier’s Angels 
stocking drive and the 
CAM Thanksgiving food 
drive. On God’s work. 
Our hands. Sunday, 
October 14, we were able 
to fill 61 stockings for the 
soldiers and____ bags of 
food for CAM. Thank 
you! 

 
 Rev. Lisa Hansen-Tice for 

leading the interesting 
discussion of the minor 
prophets during Faith 
University in October. 

 
 Elizabeth Diggs and her 

crew for another delicious 
Oktoberfest, complete 
with German fare, 
decorations, and music! 
Thanks to Dan & Cyndi 
Long for donating the 
German beverages! 

 
 All who participated in 

the Trunk-or-Treat 
festivities on October 30. 
No tricks—just lots of 
fun and treats! 

 
 

Grief can be a powerful and overwhelming emotion that changes your life. 
Understanding, compassion from others, and a commitment to allowing the 
experience to heal can take you on a journey of discovering meaning in life again.  
  
The holidays are an especially hard time. The season renews memories, family ties, 
and traditions. We become painfully aware that our special loved one is no longer 
present. This can be a very difficult time for those who mourn. The pain of the loss 
sometimes feels more present when contrasted with the spirit of the season. “Grief 
and the Holidays” is a workshop designed to help those who are grieving to better 
understand the grief process, how it affects us during the holidays, and how we can 
use this special time to continue to heal. Join Darwin Huartson in the Parlor on 
Thursday, November 8 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. for a time to reflect, heal, and grow. 

Grief in the Holidays:  
November 8 

The CLC Welcome Team invites all visitors and new members to a Wine and 
Cheese gathering on the Plaza on Thursday, November 15, at 5:30 p.m. 
Please join us and get to know more about CLC in an evening of fellowship, fun, 
and food. 

Visitor and New Member 
Wine and Cheese 

Your offering each Sunday provides clothing, shelter, disaster relief, education, 
spiritual and physical nourishment, guidance, hope and other life essentials to 25 
global, Lutheran and community-based ministries. This year, your benevolence gifts 
total $118,000 – 20% of every dollar you give. Bless you for your stewardship. 

Receive to Give …What do 
your offerings support? 
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Parents, please save this information: 
Sunday, November 4 - All Saints Sunday (All Congregation Event at 9:15 a.m.)  
Sunday, November 11 - Pageant Rehearsals begin during Sunday School (3 years old through 5th grade) 
Sunday, November 25 - No Sunday School - Happy Thanksgiving!  
Sunday, December 9 - Advent Festival, Fellowship Hall, 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Sunday, December 16 - Christmas Pageant at 9:15 a.m. in Sanctuary  
Sunday, December 23 - No Sunday School – One worship service at 9:30 a.m. 
Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Services at 4:00, 6:00, and 9:00 p.m.  

Important Dates for Children 
& Youth 

This holiday season is full of gifts, cookies, candy, lights, evergreen trees, and ornaments, but have you ever 
wondered why we have all this “stuff”? Is there a reason behind everything we do for Christmas? On 
December 16 at 9:15 a.m., the talented and wise children of this congregation will answer these questions 
and teach us the 12 Symbols of Christmas! Pageant rehearsals will begin November 11 during the Sunday 
school hour – 9:15-10:15 and will continue every Sunday until the morning of the pageant.  

Christmas Pageant 

Youth & Children 

Regular Wednesday Night Choir schedule:  
5:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.: Angelicus Choirs (kinder through 3rd)  
6:00 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.: Gloria Choirs (4th grade through 8th)  
 
Wednesday Choir dates for the rest of this fall:  
November 7, 14: Regular schedule  
November 21: NO CHOIRS – Happy Thanksgiving!  
November 28: Regular schedule  
December 5 & 12: Combined Choir rehearsal from 5:30 to 6:20 p.m. (last rehearsal for the fall)  
 
We will sing in worship at the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, November 11, and Sunday, December 2. 
Please arrive at the choir risers by 10:00 a.m.  

Gloria and Angelicus Choirs  



Come and join us for tons of fun in Fellowship Hall December 9 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., when we 
all gather together as a community with joy and excitement for the holiday season and the celebration of 
the coming of Jesus! 

Advent Festival 
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With the arrival of the holiday season, please note these dates in November when the Confirmation class 
will be happening … or not happening!  
 
November 4 – All Saints Day All Age Fellowship – NO CLASS 
November 11 – CLASS IN SESSION 9:15 – 10:15                                                                                                                  
November 18 – CLASS IN SESSION 9:15 – 10:15 
November 25 – THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO CLASS   

Confirmation Class (6th - 8th grade) 

Our middle and high school youth are invited the 1st and 3rd Sundays each month from 5:00 p.m. to  
7:00 p.m. for a special time of faith and fellowship with friends. These evenings will consist of Bible study, 
prayer, and dinner. We will explore scripture in an open conversation to link worship, the Word of God, 
and the way we live every day. Our faith is always growing, so let’s grow together! Dinner will be provided. 
Don’t forget to bring a friend! 

FX3 and The Light 

Youth & Children 
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Hollye Schwartz, owner of All’s Fair, a fair trade boutique in San Antonio, will be in the CrossWay on 
Sunday, November 25, with handmade items and foods from around the globe for sale in honor of “Fair 
Trade Month.” Fair Trade is an organized social movement that helps artisans and producers in developing 
countries make better trading conditions and promote sustainability. Fair trade insures that workers get fair 
compensation for their products. The annual CLC Fair Trade Fair is always a popular event with exotic 
teas and coffees, handmade gift items, chocolate, and other goodies. Get an early start on your Christmas 
shopping and hear how fair trade is impacting our brothers and sisters worldwide. Save the date! 

Fair Trade Sale November 25  

CLC will be participating in the Family Service Association Angel Tree project again this year. There will 
be a Christmas tree in the CrossWay beginning November 18. If you would like to help provide Christmas 
joy to someone who could use a boost, you’re invited to choose an angel from the tree and shop for 
clothes, toys, household goods, and other special gifts for someone who will be very appreciative and 
warmed by your generosity. Please sign the registration sheet if you choose an angel. 
 
There are often many requested gifts listed on an angel tag. This is a great opportunity to share the 
purchasing of gifts with another person or family. Small groups may want to adopt an angel for the group 
to share the Christmas joy!  
  
Please know that if you picked an angel who asked for something you cannot afford, any gifts you can give 
will be appreciated. 
  
Please bring WRAPPED gifts to the CrossWay no later than Wednesday, December 5. Be sure and attach 
the angel and identifying label and keep the gifts together in a bag. Gifts of non-perishable foods and new 
or gently used household items, linens, and furnishings are also needed by these families. Do not wrap 
gently used items. 
  
For more information, talk to Linda or Larry Sulser, or call the church office at 210-822-3394. 

Family Service Angel Tree    

A big thanks to Peggy for leading the October discussion of Ruby Fruit Jungle. We had a great turnout and 
discussion. The November book is Educated by Tara Westover. It's a wonderful book and I can't wait to 
hear the discussion.  If you haven't gotten the book yet, it is a very easy and compelling read. December 
book is Born A Crime by Trevor Noah.  
 
 - Edna Robbins 

CLC Book Club: November 6 



I am writing this to you on behalf of the Christ Lutheran GROW Project, which stands for "Giving and 
Receiving Our Welcome." As you can tell from the fliers in the pews, our team is discussing ways to 
communicate as loudly as we can that our congregation is a safe and inclusive place for everyone in our 
diverse community.  
 
After I first started attending CLC, I have to tell you that there was a period when I stopped coming 
altogether. I had just found out that I was pregnant with Della Ann and would be a single mother. Even 
though I knew intellectually that “all are welcome here,” something inside me was saying that this didn’t 
really apply to me. I saw myself as different from all the other beautiful families in this beautiful place. 
Maybe I had internalized the loud, judgmental voices of so many Christians in our culture. I just no longer 
felt certain that I belonged here.   
 
I know now that I was wrong, of course. I returned to CLC after Della Ann’s birth, and this church has 
been such a welcoming place for both of us. I have made lasting friendships here, and I am so grateful to 
have this as a place where I can raise Della Ann.  
 
Let me tell you about what convinced me to come back to CLC. When Della Ann was born, Pastor Marie 
showed up at the hospital unannounced. I definitely was not expecting her. I hadn’t called her.  How did 
she know that I was there? How did the church even know that I was having a baby?  What made her visit 
someone who had stopped coming to church? 
 
When Marie came to the hospital, I cried as she held Della Ann and blessed her right in front of me. She 
reached out, and I held on for dear life. At that moment, I knew that both Della Ann and I were accepted 
here. It didn’t matter what my fears or insecurities were. The church had reached out to me and showed 
me God’s love and welcome.   
 
When the GROW team first started meeting, I shared this story with the group. I was met with the hugs 
and tears of people who had been in situations just like mine. It turns out that people I had no idea I had 
anything in common with had had experiences like my own.  
 
I think we all need to hear that God loves us for who we are. And those of us who have experienced 
judgment and rejection in our society (and sometimes even in the church) need to hear it the most.  
Although our church has always said “all are welcome,” it was when Pastor Marie came to see me in the 
hospital that I knew that this was true for me.   
 
The purpose of the GROW team is to find ways to help all visitors and members know that this is true for 
them, too. Please share your stories and thoughts with us about how our congregation can grow in 
communicating this message. Check out the fliers in the pew in front of you, and please reach out to 
members of our team. We want to hear your thoughts about how our church can share God’s welcome as 
widely as we can! 
 
 - Tessa Baden 

A Report from GROW 
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Attending the Texas Lutheran Bulldog Youth Retreat the weekend of October 20 & 21 are (from left 
to right) Brandon Albrecht, Stella Schwarze, Matthew Diana, Avi Escudero, Ander Escudero, Ana 
Becvar, and Marina Huffman. 
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Staff 
 

The Rev. Leslie Price 
Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Howard Stendahl 
Pastor 

Dana Ferrero 
Director of Day School 

Becky Richard 
Office Manager/Accountant 

Linda Sulser 
Administrative Assistant 

Dr. Dan Long 
Director of Music Ministry 

Matthew Goodson 
Organist 

Ariana Acosta 
Youth Choir Director 
Sharon Wiedemann 

Youth Choir Accompanist 
Lisa Diana 

Minister of Mission  
& Outreach 

Marina Huffman 
Director of Faith Formation 

Brandon Albrecht 
Asst. to Director of Faith 

Formation 
Clara Tenorio 

Church ―Keeper‖ &  
Nursery Attendant 

Sam Tenorio 
Custodian 

Jesus Garcia 
Sound Tech 

 

Congregation 
Council 

 

Robb Decker, President 
Lori Harris, Vice Pres. 
Sharon Wiedemann,  

Treasurer 
Blossom Stobb, Secretary 

Sarah Loyd, Trustee 
Chris Fidao, Trustee 
Carolyn Dufelmeier,  

Trustee 
Pastor Leslie Price 

Pastor Howard Stendahl 

Sunday, December 23 - One worship service at 9:30 a.m. 
Monday, December 24 - Worship at 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., and 9:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 30 - Worship at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. (No Christian Education 
Classes) 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
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Volunteer Opportunities in November 
 
 Help Serve Thanksgiving Lunch to our Friends at SA Clubhouse, 6851 Citizens Pkwy #100, 78229, 

www.saclubhouse.org, Thanksgiving Day, November 22. We have a wonderful opportunity again this year 
to help serve prepared food to the members of SA Clubhouse and give them a Thanksgiving meal that will 
warm their hearts and fill their bellies. The doors open at 9:00 a.m. on Thanksgiving Day to begin 
preparing the food to be served at 11:00 a.m. We will eat and visit with the members, help clean up, and be 
finished by no later than 12:30 p.m. We participated in this day of giving thanks with our friends at the 
clubhouse for the last 2 years, and it was a blessing for all involved. Join us for this special outpouring of 
love and fellowship! Contact Linda Sulser for more information. 

  
 Volunteer at Operation Turkey: In 2017, Operation Turkey hand-delivered more than 40,000 meals to 

the homeless and less fortunate in 13 cities and 6 states. This year their goal is 50,000 meals with even 
more locations. Their volunteers work throughout the year to ensure everything is in place to prepare, 
package, and deliver warm meals, care packages, and clothing donations to those in need from 8:00 a.m. – 
12:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Day. Cooking, cleaning, delivering, packaging, or plating -- there is always a job 
to be done. Any time and help you can offer Operation Turkey is greatly appreciated. Kids are welcome 
and encouraged to come out with parents or guardians. They will get to share the great Operation Turkey 
experience with you, and it will help open their young eyes to the importance of giving back to their 
communities. For more information: http://www.operationturkey.com/volunteer/. 

http://www.saclubhouse.org

