
Christ 
Lutheran  

  Church 

Our theme for this summer at CLC is Renew! Summer is a time to relax, rejuvenate, and rest. 
It’s also a good time to refocus, re-evaluate, and re-commit. Renewal combines the best of all 
these things. Time and space allow for much needed repose. The slower schedule of summer 
days allows us the opportunity to take a deep breath, to have fewer chaos-filled days, and to 
steal a few extra minutes of sleep. Trips to the beach or the mountains or the lake put us in 
touch with nature and offer us the calm needed to refocus. More moments spent with family 
fill our souls and remind us what is most important in life. All of this time and space to renew 
is such a gift. It fills us up, makes us whole, and sends us back out into the world equipped to 
face another day, a new season, a busier time . . .  
 
. . . because renewal isn’t only about the season of rest. It is also about preparation for what 
lies beyond. Renewal allows us to be stronger, better educated, and more in touch. Renewal 
enables us to center, to grow, and to be at peace. Renewal encourages us to make a difference, 
to go back to the drawing board, to try yet again at a goal or task or relationship.  
 
This summer we hope to be renewing our Sanctuary space. The work will take all summer (and 
perhaps longer), but in the end, we would have new flooring, updated lighting, freshly painted 
walls, and a more functional space at the front of the church. This renewal of our worship 
space would prepare us for our future as a congregation. It would make our space more 
inviting. It would improve the Sanctuary for important faith life events, such as funerals and 
weddings. The new lighting and improved acoustics would enhance our music ministry. The 
renewal project will be voted on at the June 23 Annual Meeting. Architectural plans have been 
posted in the CrossWay for you to begin reviewing. 
 
If the project is approved, we would be meeting in Fellowship Hall for worship. The time 
away from the Sanctuary would prove a bit challenging. It would mean we have to adjust our 
practices a little and make compromises to accommodate space issues and more. But it would 
also give us time to reflect on what a gift our Sanctuary space is. I want to offer a huge thank 
you to our Property Team for the hard work they have done in evaluating this project and 
preparing for it. I especially want to thank Mark Hebert, the chair of Property Team, as well as 
John Malitz, for their diligence and the hours spent in preparation for this project. 

 
(Continued on the top of page 2) 

From the Pastor . . .  

December 2008 

 

 Through God’s Grace  
    All are welcome as we joyfully, 

Receive…to Give 
     Learn…to Serve 
 and Worship…to Grow. 

 Worship 
Sunday Morning 

Holy  Communion 
At 9:30 a.m. 

Breakfast fellowship 
begins at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Education 
On Summer Break 

 

Nursery 
Nursery is available for 
children who are infants 
through 4 years of age 

during Sunday morning 
worship and the Sunday 

School hour.   
 

Office 
Monday - Thursday from 
    9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

Friday from  
    9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

210-822-3394 
office@clcah.org 

 

  June/July 2019 



As we renew together this summer, let us be mindful of the many gifts we have 
been given, including time, space, rest, faith, worship, and life together. May we use 
them to renew our world and others in Jesus’ name. 
 
 - Pastor Leslie 

Pastor… (Continued from page 1) 
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Groups 
Angelicus Choir 
    On summer break 

Book Club 
    First Tuesday  
    6:45 p.m. - Location TBA 

Dominos Group 
    First Thursday  
    9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 

First Thursday Lunch 
    First Thursday  
    12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 

Gloria Choir 
    On summer break 

Healing Prayer 
Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.  
Rode Prayer Chapel 

Joseph’s Sons 
    First Monday 
   6:30 p.m. - Location TBA 

Lydia Circle 
    Second Monday 
    6:30 p.m. - Primrose House 

Men’s Breakfast 
        Second Tuesday  
    7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ 

Mulligans 
    On summer Break 

Quilters 
    Every Tuesday 
    9:00 a.m. - Primrose House 

Sanctuary Choir 
    On summer break 

Soul Sisters 
    On summer break 
 
Other groups meet during the 
year.  For information, please 
contact our church office or 

visit our website www:clcah.org. 

We invite parents of all Sunday school children to gather after worship on June 9, 
around 11:00 a.m., at the home of Rhonda Barsalou for light snacks, drinks, and 
conversation regarding our programming for some of our youngest members. We 
want to hear your thoughts and ideas. We will take some time to evaluate our 
current programming and offer ideas for how we can strengthen and sustain it. 
This meeting will dovetail with another meeting we will have in August, where we 
will discuss the particulars of the Sunday School program for the 2019-2020 year 
and ask parents to help us make it a success. We hope all parents of Sunday 
schoolers will attend. Please call the church office for Rhonda’s address, and many 
thanks to her and her family for hosting!  

Parents Get Together for 
Sunday School Children,  
Sunday, June 9 

Synod Assembly will take place May 31 – June 2 this year in Corpus Christi. The 
theme of the Assembly is Open Eyes: Burning Hearts, which is based on the 
biblical story of The Road to Emmaus. The Assembly offering will support the 
Tiemann Endowment for Leadership Development.  
 
Voting members, both clergy and lay, will gather from all across our synod to 
represent their congregations in making decisions about the issues facing the larger 
church, both regionally and nationally. We are grateful to Troy Hall, Allyson Pryor, 
and Jayme Brown for agreeing to serve as our lay voting members at Synod 
Assembly. Pastor Leslie will be there as well. A huge thank you to the Rev. Lisa 
Hansen-Tice for preaching and presiding at CLC while Pastor Leslie is away. If you 
would like to learn more about what issues will be discussed and voted on at Synod 
Assembly, please visit the Synod's website at www.swtsynod.org.  

Synod Assembly  

http://www.swtsynod.org
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Member 
News 

 
 
 

Sympathy to: 
 The family and 

friends of Jamie 
Denard who died on 
May 14. 

 Wayne & Simmie 
Smith of the death of 
Wayne’s 
granddaughter 
Autumn Elizabeth 
Smith on April 15. 

 

 

As the school year ends, our church year is also ending. Many things are happening 
at Christ Lutheran as we prepare for the annual meeting on June 23.  First, several 
committees are preparing next year’s budget, and we also have been accepting 
nominations for three open positions on Council for the next term. Our 
Nominatimg Committee is preparing a slate to present to the Council and then the 
congregation at the Annual Meeting. As always, we will present a budget for the 
next year and include a report from the various committees and organizations on 
their accomplishments this past year. I truly hope that many of you will be able to 
stay for the Annual Meeting.   
 
As you will read in Pastor Leslie’s comments, several groups have been developing 
and creating plans to do some much-needed work on the sanctuary in the coming 
months. The Council and Property Committee have been discussing this work for 
months and are excited to rejuvenate our main worship space. While much will 
remain the same and just be refreshed, there will be notable changes to the front of 
the church, in particular to the chancel area and the altar.  While the summer 
worship in Fellowship Hall will may not be ideal, it will be casual as befits the 
season, and when the work is completed, we will enjoy the fruits of the time away 
from the sanctuary. 
 
On the staff side of church business, the Council has appointed a Call Committee 
to begin the process of looking into a formal call to a second pastor. We tried to 
get a good cross section of church members to be on the committee. We feel this 
committee meets that goal and consists of the following members: Mary Rowe 
(Chair), Jeff Timm, Jan Norris, Matthew Diana, Bobby Stobb, Casey Passant, 
Suzanne Braaten, Rhonda Barsalou, and Pastor Leslie. There are several steps to a 
call process, including paperwork for submission to the Synod to start the process 
of getting potential candidates to interview. It is a long and thoughtful process, so 
the reality of a second pastor is many months off. While we search for the right fit, 
we will continue to have part time pastoral and lay support helping us meet the 
diverse needs of our congregation. 
 
One final note, tied in with the creation of the Call Committee, is the departure of 
Marina toward the end of the summer on August 2. Marina has given her all in her 
year with us, and we knew last summer when we she came on board that she would 
be with us for only a year. We are sad to see her leave, but we are excited for her as 
she embarks on the next path in her faith and professional life. Part of the focus of 
the Call Committee is to explore candidates who would bring a strong youth 
program focus to their ministry and thus continue to strengthen and grow our 
youth and children’s programs. 
 
Robb Decker, President 

From the Congregation Council 
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Do you feel welcome at CLCAH? Would it surprise you that some people are afraid to set foot in our 
sanctuary? Soon, we as a church are going to have the opportunity to do something momentous. Scripture 
proclaims the love of Christ as a radical love of grace and forgiveness that has no boundaries. We want to 
proclaim this love that Christ teaches in our welcome statement by broadening our welcome to include 
those people who have been discriminated against by society. Jesus offers us an example of unbounded 
love. He was radical in welcoming those in his time that society did not—the widows and orphans, the 
sinners and tax collectors, lepers, women, and children. By expressing our welcome to all people, we are 
following Christ’s example.  
 
Why update our welcome statement? Our church has long held that "all are welcome," but a team of lay 
members at CLC has expressed a longing for a more specific welcome for groups of people who have 
historically been excluded from the church at large. By specifically naming our welcome, we are allowing 
Christ’s love to be visible. 
 
What will this welcome statement do? Congregational approval of this welcome statement will allow our 
church to be included in the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) roster, which lists churches that specifically 
welcome people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. It will also encourage our congregation to 
consider how we can welcome other people who are looking for a church where they can truly feel 
included and affirmed. In May, a survey was sent to all of our members asking what they thought about the 
new welcome statement. If the survey reveals a strong consensus in support, then the welcome statement 
will go to the congregation for a vote at a congregational meeting in the fall. Eventually this statement of 
welcome would then be included in our bulletin and on our website. More importantly, it would be a sign 
of who we are as a community of faith. 
 
We truly hope that you will embrace this opportunity to become a Reconciling in Christ church. We 
already are a welcoming community, why not extend that welcome to even more of God’s children?   
 
Proposed Welcome Statement:: 
All are welcome at Christ Lutheran Church. We emphasize grace, forgiveness, and the reality that God is 
love. The teachings and example of Jesus call us to love one another and to be an inclusive and affirming 
community for people of every culture, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, relationship status, 
family makeup, and spiritual background. No matter what challenges you’re facing – physical, mental, 
spiritual, economic, emotional, moral, or otherwise – we invite you to experience God’s grace with us. 
There is a place for you here.  
 
What does it mean when we say All are Welcome at Christ Lutheran? 
In the coming months, we will present a series of statements that touch on the many ways in which people may feel afraid, 
alone, lost, different, rejected and not included in the life of the church. These statements are intended to convey one singular 
message: All are welcome at Christ Lutheran. 
 
 - The Grow Team 

A New Welcoming Statement for CLC 



We are in full swing with our one summer worship schedule at 9:30 a.m. On each of these Summer 
Sundays, you’re invited for a light breakfast and fellowship beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the CrossWay. If you 
would like to participate in providing breakfast foods for the fellowship time, please sign up on the bulletin 
board in the CrossWay or call the church office. You may sign up for one or all of the food offerings – 
fruit, juice, and pastries/tacos. We ask that food be set up by 9:00 a.m. and that you stay to help with 
cleanup after worship. Thanks in advance!  

Summer Sunday Breakfast  
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Vacation Bible School is coming up June 17-21. If you indicated on your stewardship talent card that you 
would like to help with VBS in some capacity (or even if you did not, but you’d now like to help), please 
contact Marina, our Director of Faith Formation, at marina@clcah.org. If you aren’t able to volunteer 
during the week, maybe there are other ways you can help, such as donating items or helping set up the 
classrooms.   
 
In July, we will be volunteering at the San Antonio Food Bank to sort and pack food for families in need.  
The date for this volunteer opportunity is still to be determined. If you are interested in doing this, please 
contact Lisa Diana at lisa@clcah.org or 210-787-9651. There will be more detailed information 
forthcoming. Thank you for willingness to serve others. We welcome all who have finished 5th grade and 
older to help in this ministry. 
 
 - Lisa Diana, Mission and Outreach       

June and July Service Projects 

We are amazingly blessed by the more than 50 small group ministries available at Christ Lutheran. From 
learning about the cosmos to Bible Study to dinner groups to book reading to faith exploration to sharing 
talents in worship to meeting with other faithful men and women, our small group ministries are thriving. 
Of course, behind each of these small groups is a fearless and dedicated leader who organizes the calendar, 
plans content, and motivates members. We are grateful for our small group leaders. This July, all small 
group leaders are invited to an Open House in Fellowship Hall from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. to share in 
fellowship with one another and also to check in with Pastor Leslie on how their ministry is going and 
what might be helpful for further support. RSVP to Pastor Leslie by email or phone to let her know you 
are coming. 

Small Group Leaders Open House, 
Thursday, July 18  

mailto:marina@clcah.org
mailto:lisa@clcah.org
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Please email marina@clcah.org or text 512-775-0210 if you can help with the following fun activities 
during VBS, June 17-21: 
 
Arts and Crafts  
 Support children with creating a craft each day 
 
Small Group Leaders  
 Support a small group of children through a Bible study and help them move through different stations 

throughout the morning 
 
Games  
 Help plan/prepare and/or lead each small group through two games each day (materials supplied) 
 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for an overview of VBS volunteer responsibilities. Please let Marina know if 
you have schedule conflicts with this important meeting. We welcome volunteers even if they cannot 
attend this orientation. We will provide all the information you need.  
 
Date: Wednesday, May 29 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 

VBS Volunteers Needed!  
(even for just one day!) 

ReNew VBS will take us through nature, arts and crafts, games, and Bible studies. Singing, dancing, and 
pure fun are a given!!  
When: June 17-21; 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon  
 Registration is in progress. Forms can be found in the CrossWay or in the office. You can email 

marina@clcah.org for a copy as well. Registration is due by June 3. 

 Cost: $40 per child  

 Cash or check (enclose in envelope with registration form; checks made payable to CLCAH). 

 Payment due by June 3. 
 For children ages 3 through fifth grade. Children must be at least 3 by June 3 and potty trained to 

attend VBS.  
 
Please email me with any questions: marina@clcah.org. 

CLCAH Presents “ReNew”  
Vacation Bible School (VBS)! 

Youth & Children 

mailto:marina@clcah.org
mailto:marina@clcah.org


Sunday, June 9 through Wednesday, June 12: Youth Mission Trip 
Monday, June 17 through Friday, June 21: Vacation Bible School 
Sunday, July 28 through Friday, August 2: Lutheran Camp Chrysalis 

Looking Ahead 
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Our youth will be traveling to Rockport, Texas, to lend a hand in continuing Hurricane Harvey relief! The 
youth and their chaperones will depart for Rockport on Sunday, June 9, and return on Wednesday,  
June 12.  
 
Attendees for this year’s mission trip are: Avi Escudero, Isabella Suther, Dustin Bendele, Victoria Dunn, 
Caroline Hebert, Nate Tenorio, Cisco Tenorio, Matthew Diana, Joey Turner, and Stella Schwarze. 
Chaperones for this year are Marina Huffman, Allyson Pryor, and Brandon Albrecht.  
 

Youth Mission Trip 

Youth & Children 
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Many, many thanks to Dale Anderson and Frank Pennington for their trip to Texas Lutheran University 
on April 24 to deliver the boxes of quilts in intermittent rain. They both went above and beyond the call of 
duty. Our quilting ministry would not have been accomplished without the delivery to TLU. On behalf of 
all the quilters, our unending gratitude to Dale and Frank. 
 
 - Lucy Mathesen 

From the Quilters 

When St. Luke’s Lutheran Health Ministries (SLLHM) celebrates its anniversary on June 10, it also marks 
another milestone: in its first 25 years as a charitable foundation, SLLHM has awarded $10 million in total 
grants to more than 200 organizations. 
 
SLLHM was launched with $7.1 million in 1994, using proceeds from the sale of St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Hospital to the Baptist Health System. Its original and continuing mission has been to fund non-profit 
organizations that provide direct and indirect medical, dental, and mental health care and other health-
related services. SLLHM’s area of service parallels the geographic impact of the hospital – covering Bexar 
and contiguous counties.  
 
Funding is given in two annual grant cycles, with individual grants that have ranged from $2,500 to 
$75,000. Grants have impacted community health in diverse ways, including health care services for the 
poor, uninsured and underinsured; protective care for abused and neglected children, disabled adults and 
children, and vulnerable seniors; health education; and critical equipment and supplies. SLLHM grants 
have contributed a long-lasting impact on community health, bringing comfort, healing and hope to 
thousands of individuals, continuing the legacy of St. Luke’s Lutheran Hospital. 
 
CLC members Darwin Huartson, Lauren Malitz, Jan Norris, Laura O’Donnell, Lewis Westerman, and Paul 
Ziese currently serve on the SLLHM board.  

Celebrating $10 Million in Grants to 
Support Community Health  



 

Don't forget:  We will be reading a different book than previously announced: The Lost City of the 
Monkey God by Douglas Preston. There is a legend among the people of Central America that seems to 
have begun with the Spanish explorers of a region of Honduras and a population center called the White 
City because of the stone used in the building. This is the story of the exploration and finding evidence of 
inhabitation from prior to 1600 for thousands of people who were not Mayan. This story is written by an 
author who usually writes mysteries and also has had articles in National Geographic. He was not a 
seasoned archeologist but did love the adventure of the expedition. 
 
In July, we will discuss Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens and in August, Bad Blood by John 
Carreyou. Join our fun group on Tuesday, June 4, and then on Tuesday, July 2, at 6:45 p.m. in Primrose 
House. 

CLC Book Club  
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Our gifts to Habitat for Humanity directly support home construction. Habitat has built more than 
1,000 affordable homes in our city, many with the sweat and love of our own congregation. Your $10K 
benevolence gift this year will bring shelter, independence and joy to families in countless ways.  Bless you 
for your stewardship. 

 

Receive to Give … Shelter from the Storm 

 All who participated in the Welcome Statement workshop. 
 All who attended The Porch fundraiser for St. Philips College. 
 Our Benevolence Team for their careful discernment in selecting benevolence partners as recipients of 

our annual benevolence gifts. 
 Our Confirmation youth, Anastazia Becvar and Dustin Bendele, for their hard work and thoughtful 

faith statements. 
 Troy Hall, Allyson Pryor, and Jayme Brown for agreeing to serve as our lay voting members at Synod 

Assembly. A huge thank you to the Rev. Lisa Hansen-Tice for preaching and presiding at CLC while 
Pastor Leslie was at Synod Assembly. 

 All Sunday school teachers, helpers, and encouragers who helped make this year a success! 

Praises to: 
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The Immigration small group is meeting monthly at the airport to help detainees from the Karnes City 
detention center as they come to the airport. They need help getting their tickets and finding their gates, 
restrooms, and food. There is a group of area volunteers who help the detainees daily at the airport, and 
we have joined them on the first Thursday of each month at 10:30 a.m. at the departure area of 
terminal B. Come for as long as you can – an hour or two or three – but if you accompany a group to 
their gate, you may be there until 2:00 p.m. or so. You do not need to be bilingual, but it really does 
help. Please consider helping! It is a vital ministry and such a blessing for all those involved! Call the 
church office for details about parking. 
 
Also this summer. . . We are hosting a “Backpack Donation Station” in the CrossWay so we can help 
the Interfaith Welcome Coalition supply filled backpacks to detainees as they come to the bus terminal or 
the airport on the way to their next destination. If you would like to help comfort and support the families 
as they travel, please bring any of these items to the bin in the CrossWay: 
 

 

Bottled water (16 oz) 
Refillable water bottle 
Blanket (4X6) 
Quart ziplock bags 
Individual packs of moist wipes 
Travel-sized Kleenex packs 
Hair bands 
  

Toothbrushes 
Travel-sized toothpaste 
Sandwich bags 
Small notepads 
Pens 
Small packs of crayons 
Individual bags of fruit snacks 
Granola bars 
Small bags of Cheetos 
Optional: English/Spanish Dictionaries,  
small stuffed animals 
  

News from the Immigration Group 
Airport Ministry: 
We need your help! 
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Staff 
 

The Rev. Leslie Price 
Senior Pastor 
Dana Ferrero 

Director of Day School 
Becky Richard 

Office Manager/Accountant 
Linda Sulser 

Administrative Assistant 
Dr. Dan Long 

Director of Music Ministry 
Matthew Goodson 

Organist 
Mary Villarreal 

Youth Choir Director 
Sharon Wiedemann 

Youth Choir Accompanist 
Lisa Diana 

Minister of Mission  
& Outreach 

Marina Huffman 
Director of Faith Formation 

Brandon Albrecht 
Asst. to Director of Faith 

Formation 
Clara Tenorio 

Church “Keeper” &  
Nursery Attendant 

Sam Tenorio 
Custodian 

Jesus Garcia 
Sound Tech 

 

Congregation 
Council 

 

Robb Decker, President 
Lori Harris, Vice Pres. 
Sharon Wiedemann,  

Treasurer 
Sarah Loyd, Trustee 
Chris Fidao, Trustee 
Carolyn Dufelmeier,  

Trustee 
Pastor Leslie Price 

 

 

Welcome New Members!! 

James Ehler & Debbie Ventura 

Stephanie, Bishop, Kyle & Charlotte Gentry 
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Our annual congregational meeting will be held  

Sunday, June 23,  

following the 9:30 a.m. worship service.  
In that meeting, we will hear reports on our ministries, elect Congregation Council members,  

adopt the budget for next year, and vote on renewing our Sanctuary. All members are  

encouraged to participate and to lend your voice and vote.  


