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Come to the Water 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 29, 2020 

 
Welcome  

We have all come to Christ Lutheran by different paths and from various walks of life, 
yet we share a common view that there are no simple answers to all that life presents us.  
Through worship, prayer, study and fellowship, we seek answers to our questions, a 
deepening of our faith and comfort from each other.  Through our Savior’s example, we 
love one another and those around us … and we dedicate our individual and collective 
resources toward ways in which this love can be realized within our families, church, 
community and the world around us.  All are welcome here at Christ Lutheran Church.  
We would like to get to know you … and we invite you to experience God's grace with 
us.  Worship with us, participate in our educational, fellowship and service 
opportunities.  If you have children, we hope you will bring them into this community of 
faith.  Please consider  becoming a member of Christ Lutheran of Alamo Heights. 
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 PRELUDE       Prelude in D minor 
     - Back 
                
WELCOME                
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. Amen. 
  
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
  
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩  Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 
GATHERING HYMN                      I Want Jesus to Walk with Me            ELW #325 
           
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

    And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
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LITANY OF THE DAY 
Coming from places that have seen better days,  
God bids us to celebrate this day, a day full of new possibilities.  
Coming with our breath taken away by grief,  
the Holy Spirit breathes new life within us,  
renewing our connection with God and with one another.  
Coming to worship seeking a hope that will endure,  
Christ unbinds the fetters that hold us in death, speaking in word and deed,  
and building community for holy service. Amen.  

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live 
again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they 
will know that “I am the LORD.” 
 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and 
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there 
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can 
these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 7So I prophesied 
as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and 
the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11Then he said to me, 
“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am 
the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I 
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then 
you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
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MUSIC   Lord, I Know I’ve Been Changed    Moipei Triplets 
    - Larry Shackley 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME           Carrie Jowers, Director of Faith Formation 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                           

The holy gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his 
friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this 
he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the 
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, 
“Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, 
because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the 
light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus 
is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
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him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that 
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.” 28When she had said this, she went back and called her 
sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when 
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, 
but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was 
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. 
It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 
four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory 
of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank 
you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of 
the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, 
he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 
and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                                  Pastor Leslie Price 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song                      ELW #808 
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APOSTLES' CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                                                                                                                 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
We pray for those in need, within our own community and throughout the world.  We give thanks to God 
for the many blessings bestowed upon us. Our petitions end with "Hear us, O God,” and the congregation 
responds: "Your mercy is great." 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  MUSIC Hiding in the Shadow of God    Moipei Triplets 
    -Heather Sorenson 
 
OFFERTORY                                Create in Me a Clean Heart           ELW#188                           
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. Living God, from you come the blessings that make life possible, 
even the very gift of life itself. In gratitude and thanks, receive from our hands this 
portion of our labors. By your spirit’s leading, may we use these gifts to bless the life 
of others with the assurance of love, the promise of hope, and the course of justice. 
This we do to your glory. Amen.  

SUNG BLESSING     Give Me Jesus      Dr. Dan Long 
      - arr. Moses Hogan 
 

SPOKEN BLESSING  
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                            Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land                    ELW #333 

 
DISMISSAL         

Go in peace! Serve the Lord!  
Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                     Postlude 
          - Lefebure-Wely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS                   9:30 a.m. 
Preaching Minister            Pastor Leslie Price   
Presiding Minister            Pastor Howard Stendahl        
Streaming     Sarah Loyd 
      

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President        Robb Decker             At-Large Member Carolyn Dufelmeier  
Vice President       Lori Harris              At-Large Member Chris Fidao 
Treasurer        Sharon Wiedemann          At-Large Member David Hough 
Secretary        Heather Rosenquist 
  

 STAFF 
Senior Pastor     Rev. Leslie Price 
Pastor     Rev. Howard Stendahl 
Director of Faith Formation   Carrie Jowers 
Director for Day School Ministry  Dana Ferraro  
Accountant & Office Manager   Becky Richard 
Office Administrator & AV Tech  Jesus Garcia  
Director of Music Ministry   Dr. Daniel Long 
Organist      Jeff Hammack 
Youth Choir Director    Mary Villarreal 
Youth Choir Accompanist   Sharon Wiedemann 
Assistant to Director of Faith Formation Brandon Albrecht 
Churchkeeper & Nursery Attendant  Clara Tenorio 
Custodian     Sam Tenorio 
   

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS  
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Lisa Diana, Patti Lynch, Allyson Pryor, Elward Reiss, Pam Sheffield, 
Laurie Stiteler, Bobby Stobb, Frank Pennington 

  
WELCOME TEAM 

Alice Anderson, Carolyn Dufelmeier, Chris Fidao, Lori Harris, Bob & Mary Lynn Logan, 
Bob & Karen Corder, Natalie Morgan – Chair, Mary Overstreet, Edna Robbins, Ida Marie 
Schultz   
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On Sunday, March 8, Dick Moeller, founder of Water to Thrive in Austin, visited our congregation and 

shared critical facts and personal stories about the impact of his ministry. Some salient points from 

that conversation: 

 

Every dollar we give as a church builds water wells!  Operating expenses for Water to Thrive are 

supported through other fund drives. Water Changes Everything! Young girls in rural villages often 

spend up to six hours each day fetching dirty water.  When W2T builds a village well, the girls spend 

about 20 minutes per day fetching water, thus allowing them time to GO TO SCHOOL.  The benefit 

of this gift is measurable: in some villages, only 25% of girls have the luxury of attending 

school.  After construction of a well, that number can jump to 85%!  (Instead of marrying at age 13-

15, the girls can complete elementary and high school and even go to college!)  Water Changes 

Everything! Communities where W2T builds wells are required to raise $50 (a HUGE sum of money in 

poor, rural villages) to give them a cushion to maintain and repair their wells.  Wells are expected to 

operate up to 20 years, and villagers must learn to protect and maintain their water source. These 

“water communities,” comprised of 50% men and 50% women, give women in traditionally 

patriarchal societies a voice and leadership role. Water Changes Everything! Your Lenten gifts will 

help build water wells and change the lives and future for our brothers and sisters in Africa. To 

support this cause, please use your Lenten Offering envelopes or mark your checks “Lenten Offering” or 

“Water to Thrive.” 

Our Lenten 

Offering 

Recipient for 

2018 and 2020 
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Online Tips and Tricks 
During this time we are making improvements to the website and relying more heavily on video 

conferencing and streaming technology. You won’t have to worry about the tech stuff, let us make it 

easy for you! For now, there are two things that will make your experience online a positive one.  
 

1. Make sure your computer/phone is updated along with your web browser (like Chrome, Firefox, 

ect.) and your apps if you are using your phone. Call us if you need assistance with that. 

2. Please call in or email to provide us with feedback or for assistance. As we are implementing new 

and engaging ways to extend our faith life with technology, your feedback is the most important 

part of knowing that what we are doing works. 
 

Coming Up Online! 
Coffee and Conversation will be an ongoing virtual event on Zoom, Thursdays at noon. You only need 

a phone or a computer to join. The invite will be sent each week so be sure that we have a working 

email of yours. The link is the same every week. https://zoom.us/j/242096346  

 

Read Through the Bible in a Year will be meeting this Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. Anyone can join 

even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be behind. https://zoom.us/j/830749150  
 

We can still share in each others company and grow in faith even while social distancing. Carrie 

Jowers, our Director of Faith formation, is sending out content weekly via email for families with 

children and youth. Contact her at carrie.jowers@gmail.com to be added to the “Families of Faith” list. 
 

Things you can enjoy now! 
The Sunday podcast now includes the full worship service, including the music. Click on the podcast 

button below to take a listen! If you have your phone then you can subscribe to the podcast and it will 

be sent to your phone on Sundays when it is posted. 
 

Please tune in each Sunday through our website at clcah.org to join in worship at 9:30 a.m. to see the 

livestream of the Sunday service. You can also click the button below to our YouTube channel to see 

past worship services as they are archived. 
 

Online giving is easy! Now that you have downloaded the bulletin on your phone or computer, simply 

click the link below and it will take you to the paypal page to make your offering when you are ready. 

You can also use your phone to scan this QR code and it can take you to our donation page.  

 

               

 

 

 

THIS WEEK 

Click Here 

OFFERING 

Click Here 

PODCAST 
Click Here 

YOUTUBE 

https://zoom.us/j/242096346
https://zoom.us/j/830749150
https://clcah.org/
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://anchor.fm/christ-lutheran-church
https://anchor.fm/christ-lutheran-church
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6CUe21wQ65rwhfeF9AtaMA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6CUe21wQ65rwhfeF9AtaMA

