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Palm Sunday 
April 5, 2020 

 
Welcome  

We have all come to Christ Lutheran by different paths and from various walks of life, 
yet we share a common view that there are no simple answers to all that life presents us.  
Through worship, prayer, study and fellowship, we seek answers to our questions, a 
deepening of our faith and comfort from each other.  Through our Savior’s example, we 
love one another and those around us … and we dedicate our individual and collective 
resources toward ways in which this love can be realized within our families, church, 
community and the world around us.  All are welcome here at Christ Lutheran Church.  
We would like to get to know you … and we invite you to experience God's grace with 
us.  Worship with us, participate in our educational, fellowship and service 
opportunities.  If you have children, we hope you will bring them into this community of 
faith.  Please consider  becoming a member of Christ Lutheran of Alamo Heights. 
 

Our souls as branches 
Let us run to accompany him as he hastens toward his passion, and imitate those who 
met him then, not by covering his path with garments, olive branches, or palms, but by 
doing all we can to prostrate ourselves before him by being humble and by trying to live 
as he would wish. Then we shall be able to receive the Word at his coming, and God, 
whom no limits can contain, will be within us . . . So let us spread before his feet, not 
garments or soulless olive branches, which delight the eye for a few hours and then 
wither, but ourselves, clothed in his grace, or rather, clothed completely in him. We who 
have been baptized into Christ must ourselves be the garments that we spread before 
him. . . Let our souls take the place of the welcoming branches as we join today in the 
children's holy song: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the 
king of Israel.” 
 
                                                                                                       –Andrew of Crete  
 
 
 
 

Today’s palms are donated by Hollye Schwartz in loving memory of Linda Sulser. 
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 PRELUDE       All Glory Laud and Honor 
     - Smith 
                
WELCOME                
 

LITANY 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the Highest! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the Highest! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the Highest! 
Wave high your palm branches! The Lord of life approaches! 
Sing with great joy for the Savior has come to us! 
Look! He is coming! The King of all creation is riding into Jerusalem! 
All creation shouts praises to the King of Kings! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest! Amen. 

 

OPENING GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 
The holy gospel according to Matthew the twenty-first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.          
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 
immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had 
directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he 
sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole 
city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet 
Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

GATHERING 
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The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

THE BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
The Lord be with you. 

    And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by 
those who spread garments and branches along his way.  Bless these branches and those 
who carry them.  Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined 
to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Let us raise our palm branches in peace, 
In the name of Christ. Amen 

 
 HYMN          All Glory, Laud and Honor                               ELW #344 
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Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

As we now enter the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on 
the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 
 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to 
take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his 
obedience to you will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Philippians 2:5-11 
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross and how 
God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of  the cross becomes the way we rightly understand 
God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the community of  Christ. 

 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of  
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, 
taking the form of  a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
8he humbled himself  and became obedient to the point of  death—even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of  Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of  God the 
Father. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

WORD 



6  

 

PSALM 118:1-2, 19-29 Read Responsively         
Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God's mercy endures forever. 
Let Israel now declare, "God's mercy endures forever." 
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter. 
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
By the Lord has this been done;  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Hosanna! O Lord, save us! We pray to you, Lord, prosper our days! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; we bless you from the house 
of the Lord. 
The Lord is God and has given us light. Form a procession with branches up to the corners 
of the altar. 
You are my God, and I will thank you; you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good;  
God's mercy endures forever. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           Carrie Jowers, Director of Faith Formation 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                           

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 27:11-54 
In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new covenant in his 
blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify him recognize him to be the Son of God. 
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Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he 
did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make 
against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor 
was greatly amazed. 15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner 
for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called 
Jesus Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to 
release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18For he realized that it 
was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19While he was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have 
suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The governor again said 
to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 
“Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he 
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 24So when Pilate saw that he 
could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his 
hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 
yourselves.” 25Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our 
children!” 26So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to 
be crucified. 27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, 
and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 
him, 29and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in 
his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30They 
spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31After mocking him, they stripped 
him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 32As 
they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to 
carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a 
Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not 
drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 
casting lots; 36then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 37Over his head they put the 
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then two bandits were 
crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those who passed by derided him, 
shaking their heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three 
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41In the same way 
the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42“He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross 
now, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; 
for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 44The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in 
the same way. 45From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
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afternoon. 46And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47When some of 
the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48At once one of them 
ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 
drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save 
him.” 50Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51At that moment 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the 
rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised. 53After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered 
the holy city and appeared to many. 54Now when the centurion and those with him, who 
were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 
terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                                  Pastor Leslie Price 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                          Jerusalem, My Happy Home                       ELW #628 
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APOSTLES' CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                                                                                                                 

FOR THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS 
As we reflect on Jesus’ sacrifice this Holy Week, we remember that we are united with God’s children around 
the globe. This Palm Sunday we pray for all nations, as well as our own, as we seek healing from our current 
pandemic. 
 

Congregation joins in the response                                       
after each of the Cantor’s invocations: 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

We pray for those in need, within our own community and throughout the world.  We give thanks to God 
for the many blessings bestowed upon us. Our petitions end with "Hear us, O God,” and the congregation 
responds: "Your mercy is great." 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

Congregation is invited the join in 
the last refrain. 
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  MUSIC              The Holy City                                  Dr. Dan Long 
      -Michael Maybrick 
 

OFFERTORY                                Create in Me a Clean Heart                            ELW#188      
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. Humble Lord, the crowds offered you their coats to walk on. They 
waved palm branches, honoring your presence. Today we honor you, Lord, with our 
faithful offerings. We lay these gifts before you, small tokens of our love for our King of 
kings. Amen. 
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BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                               Jesus I Will Ponder Now                             ELW #345 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL         
Go in peace! Serve the Lord!  
Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                     March to Calvary 
          - Maunder 
 
 
 

SENDING 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS                   9:30 a.m. 
Preaching & Presiding Minister           Pastor Leslie Price    
Streaming     Sarah Loyd 
      

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President        Robb Decker             At-Large Member Carolyn Dufelmeier  
Vice President       Lori Harris              At-Large Member Chris Fidao 
Treasurer        Sharon Wiedemann          At-Large Member David Hough 
Secretary        Heather Rosenquist 
  

 STAFF 
Senior Pastor     Rev. Leslie Price 
Pastor     Rev. Howard Stendahl 
Director of Faith Formation   Carrie Jowers 
Director for Day School Ministry  Dana Ferraro  
Accountant & Office Manager   Becky Richard 
Office Administrator & AV Tech  Jesus Garcia  
Director of Music Ministry   Dr. Daniel Long 
Organist      Jeff Hammack 
Youth Choir Director    Mary Villarreal 
Youth Choir Accompanist   Sharon Wiedemann 
Assistant to Director of Faith Formation Brandon Albrecht 
Churchkeeper & Nursery Attendant  Clara Tenorio 
Custodian     Sam Tenorio 
   

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS  
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Lisa Diana, Patti Lynch, Allyson Pryor, Elward Reiss, Pam Sheffield, 
Laurie Stiteler, Bobby Stobb, Frank Pennington 

  
WELCOME TEAM 

Alice Anderson, Carolyn Dufelmeier, Chris Fidao, Lori Harris, Bob & Mary Lynn Logan, 
Bob & Karen Corder, Natalie Morgan – Chair, Mary Overstreet, Edna Robbins, Ida Marie 
Schultz   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THIS WEEK 
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COFFEE AND CONVERSATION 

Come with your questions, your anxieties, your hopes, and your fears. Pastor H & Pastor Leslie 

will host an hour of conversation in a Zoom Meeting each week to touch base with one another 

as we seek comfort from our faith and from our friendship. https://zoom.us/j/242096346  

Join Pastor Leslie as we take an artistic journey through the Stations of the Cross, pausing to 

meditate upon our Lord's suffering, as we also experience one of the darkest Lents we have 

seen in some time. Where do we find strength through Jesus' example? Where do we find hope 

that death does not have the final word? https://zoom.us/j/264153728 

 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Please join Troy and Jeff for a Confirmation Zoom Class on Sunday, April 5th, at 10:45 

a.m.   During this time together we will cover the 2nd Commandment Talk Sheet, 3rd 

Commandment Talk Sheet and 4th & 5th Commandment Talk Sheet.  Please have these Talk 

Sheets with you during the Zoom Class.  Don't forget to have your Bibles with you!  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/596076137?pwd=UGI1U2FGc0lZaDlsYUNVZ3JTR0xXdz09 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Every Thursday at 12:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 4, at 11:00 a.m.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY & EASTER SUNDAY 
 

After much discernment, your Pastors and Council have decided that Christ Lutheran Church 
will offer Holy Communion as part of our livestream worship services on Maundy Thursday and 
Easter Sunday. While this is indeed an exceptional practice, we do assuredly find ourselves in 
exceptional times. The Word of grace, comfort, and forgiveness offered in Holy Communion is 
a gift from God. As people of faith, we treasure this sacred gift. While we cannot come 
together in person, we can still gather as community. I encourage all of you to join us live and 
in real time for these services.  
 

Of course, this means that you will want to obtain the necessary elements in your own home, 
bread and wine or grape juice. If you need these items delivered to your home, so that you 
might be a part of our sharing communion together, please let us know and we will drop off 
some bread and wine/grape juice for you.  

https://zoom.us/j/242096346
https://zoom.us/j/264153728
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/596076137?pwd=UGI1U2FGc0lZaDlsYUNVZ3JTR0xXdz09
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Online Tips and Tricks 
During this time we are making improvements to the website and relying more heavily on video 

conferencing and streaming technology. You won’t have to worry about the tech stuff, let us make it 

easy for you! For now, there are two things that will make your experience online a positive one.  
 

1. Make sure your computer/phone is updated along with your web browser (like Chrome, Firefox, 

ect.) and your apps if you are using your phone. Call us if you need assistance with that. 

2. Please call in or email to provide us with feedback or for assistance. As we are implementing new 

and engaging ways to extend our faith life with technology, your feedback is the most important 

part of knowing that what we are doing works. 
 

Things you can enjoy now! 
The Sunday podcast now includes enhanced audio of the full worship service, including the music. 

Click on the podcast button below to take a listen! If you have your phone then you can subscribe to 

the podcast and it will be sent to your phone on Sundays when it is posted. 
 

Please tune in each Sunday through our website at clcah.org to join in worship starting at 9:30 a.m. to 

see the livestream of the Sunday service. You can also click the button below to our YouTube channel 

to see past worship services as they are archived. 
 

We can still share in each others company and grow in faith even while social distancing. Carrie 

Jowers, our Director of Faith formation, is sending out content weekly via email for families with 

children and youth. Contact her at carrie.jowers@gmail.com to be added to the “Families of Faith” list. 
 

Online giving is easy! Now that you have downloaded the bulletin on your phone or computer, simply 

click the link below and it will take you to the giving page to make your offering when you are ready. 

You can also use your phone to scan this QR code and it can take you to our donation page.  

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Click Here 

OFFERING 

Click Here 

PODCAST 
Click Here 

YOUTUBE 

https://clcah.org/
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://anchor.fm/christ-lutheran-church
https://anchor.fm/christ-lutheran-church
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6CUe21wQ65rwhfeF9AtaMA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6CUe21wQ65rwhfeF9AtaMA
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Water to Thrive: An Amazing Partnership 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, March 8, Dick Moeller, founder of Water to Thrive in Austin, visited our congregation and 

shared critical facts and personal stories about the impact of his ministry. Some salient points from 

that conversation: 
  

• Every dollar we give as a church builds water wells!  Operating expenses for Water to Thrive are 

supported through other fund drives. Water Changes Everything! 

• Young girls in rural villages often spend up to six hours each day fetching dirty water.  When W2T 

builds a village well, the girls spend about 20 minutes per day fetching CLEAN water, thus 

allowing them time to GO TO SCHOOL.  The benefit of this gift is measurable: in some villages, 

only 25% of girls have the luxury of attending school.  After construction of a well, that number 

can jump to 85%!  (Instead of marrying at age 13-15, the girls can complete elementary and high 

school and even go to college!)  Water Changes Everything! 

• Communities where W2T builds wells are required to raise $50 (a HUGE sum of money in poor, 

rural villages) to give them a cushion to maintain and repair their wells.  Wells are expected to 

operate up to 20 years, and villagers must learn to protect and maintain their water source. These 

“water communities,” comprised of 50% men and 50% women, give women in traditionally 

patriarchal societies a voice and leadership role. Water Changes Everything! 
  

Your Lenten gifts will help build water wells and change the lives and the future for our brothers and 

sisters in Africa. To support this cause, please mail in your Lenten Offering envelopes and mark your 

checks “Lenten Offering” or “Water to Thrive.” 

Our Lenten 

Offering 

Recipient for 

2018 and 2020 


