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 PRELUDE                  Come, Labor On 
     - Hopson                
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen.  
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Forgiving and loving God, our hearts are filled with pain and concern for the 
future of humankind. Words of anger assail our airways – we cannot escape 
from the threats being thrown about. In our fear, we wonder where you are Lord. 
Forgive us when we forget that you are always with us, through times of peace 
and times of division. Heal our souls, bring us reconciliation, help us to have 
hope, for we ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
God hears our prayers and our cries. God leads us out of our struggles with one 
another into the bold promise of reconciliation. We are called to stand strong together, 
confident in God’s love. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Thanks be to 
God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
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GATHERING HYMN                     Blest Be the Ties that Bind                           ELW #656 

 GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of mercy, in the midst of discord and strife, you call us to be a 
community of peace, love, justice, and hope. Help us to listen to and learn from one 
another. Make us brave to share honestly your vision for our life together. Move 
amongst us to bring a unity of heart and mind, which seeks to love others as you have 
first loved us. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes 
make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in 
store for us. 
 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 11Besides this, you know what time 
it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 
us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us 
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                             Director of Faith Formation, Carrie Jowers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go 
about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another. 

 
Jesus said to the disciples: 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you 
have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a 
tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Leslie Price 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                God, When Human Bonds Are Broken               ELW #603 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                           
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                
We pray for those in need, within our own community and throughout the world.  We give thanks to 
God for the many blessings bestowed upon us. Our petitions end with “Lord, in your mercy” and the 
congregation responds:  “Hear our prayer.” 

 
PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

OFFERING                               My God is Near                                       Dr. Dan Long 
                                          - Mac Lynch 
 

Christ Lutheran designates 20% of your Sunday offerings to our benevolence partners who make a direct 
impact on the lives of people in our world who need it most. See page 13 for more. 
 

OFFERTORY                                     We Are an Offering                                  ELW #692 

MEAL 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. Loving God, these offerings we present to you as a token of 
thanksgiving for all that you have given us. May they be used for ministries of 
love and reconciliation throughout this community of faith and your world. 
Amen.  

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
       and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

Two thousand years ago Jesus ate with sinners and those whom others scorned. He still does. None of 
us is worthy, except by God’s grace. No matter what you have done or what your present condition, 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin, and who seek to 
live in peace with one another.  

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Break                  Dr. Dan Long 
                   - Timothy Shaw 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray together. Healing Lord, as we have found reconciliation with you 
around this table, remind us that through your grace we are reconciled with all 
our brothers and sisters as well. Help us to share your grace with others that we 
might learn and grow together. Amen. 
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 BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen 

 
HYMN                       For the Beauty of the Earth                                  ELW #879 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God.   

 
POSTLUDE                              Postlude in D 
                   - Couperin 
 
 
 

SENDING 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS                   9:30 a.m.  
Preaching & Presiding Minister  Pastor Leslie Price 
Streaming     Sarah Loyd 
Lector     Cyndi Erp-Long 

 
CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

President        Lori Harris             At-Large Member Bryan Woods  
Vice President      Michael Fischer               At-Large Member Chris Fidao 
Treasurer        Adam Braaten          At-Large Member David Hough 
Secretary        Heather Rosenquist 
  

 STAFF 
Senior Pastor     Rev. Leslie Price 
Pastor     Rev. Howard Stendahl 
Director of Faith Formation   Carrie Jowers 
Director for Day School Ministry  Dana Ferraro  
Accountant & Office Manager   Becky Richard 
Office Administrator & AV Tech  Jesus Garcia  
Director of Music Ministry   Dr. Daniel Long 
Organist      Jeff Hammack 
Youth Choir Director    Mary Villarreal 
Youth Choir Accompanist   Sharon Wiedemann 
Asst. to Dir. of Faith Frmn. & Church Keeper Brandon Albrecht 
Custodian     Sam Tenorio 
   

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS  
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Lisa Diana, Patti Lynch, Allyson Pryor, Elward Reiss, Pam 
Sheffield, Laurie Stiteler, Bobby Stobb, Frank Pennington 

  
WELCOME TEAM 

Alice Anderson, Carolyn Dufelmeier, Chris Fidao, Lori Harris, Bob & Mary Lynn 
Logan, Bob & Karen Corder, Natalie Morgan – Chair, Mary Overstreet, Edna Robbins, 
Ida Marie Schultz 
 

Special thanks to Mary Overstreet for creating such magnificent banners and also to John 
Malitz’s crew for hanging them. We will be leaving them up until we return, so we will be 

joyously welcomed by them. 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK 



 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY OUTDOOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

RECEIVE TO GIVE … HELPING THE HOMELESS IN A PANDEMIC. 

In the absence of a smiling usher to pass you the collection plate on Sunday mornings, we 

hope you’ll use an alternative method to make your weekly offering (electronic giving, check 

mailed to the church, etc.).  The ministries we serve through your benevolence gifts are 

especially challenged by the pandemic and need our support.  
  

One of our benevolence partners, SAMMinistries, provides shelter, housing and services to the 

homeless and those at risk of homelessness.  In the wake of COVID-19, they have served 500 

more households than in 2019. Since March, SAMM has helped 745 individuals with food, 

computers/hotspots, utility assistance, diapers, cleaning supplies, ID recovery, cell phones, fuel 

cards, bus passes and prescriptions. They are in deep need of more technology for the staff, 

funding for case managers, volunteers to support adults and children with distance learning, 

desks for students in virtual learning, funding for transportation and a UV robot to facilitate 

cleaning their heavily-used facilities. 
  

Christ Lutheran designates 20% of your Sunday offerings to non-profits like SAMMinistries 

who are faithfully doing God’s work.  You are literally saving the lives of our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. God bless you. 

8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 
 

Based on survey results and declining case numbers of COVID in San Antonio, Council has 

determined to hold in-person outdoor worship beginning on Sunday, September 13 with 

service times at 8:30 and 10:45 a.m. Worship participants should plan to practice physical 

distancing, space chairs 8-10 feet a part, bring face masks and utilize them. They are also 

invited but not expected to bring their own chairs and/or bread and wine for communion from 

home. Chairs and communion elements will be provided on site for those that prefer that 

option. We would not be able to offer congregational singing, but our Director of Music 

Ministry, Dr. Dan Long, would work to make some special music available at these services 

from time to time. Services will be a brief half hour in length, and use of indoor facilities, 

while allowed if necessary, will be discouraged. It’s important to note that while the risk of 

transmitting COVID is reduced by these measures, some risk still remains. Though this decision 

to have outdoor services has been made, outdoor in-person worship could be cancelled at any 

time if there is another spike in San Antonio. Please stay up to date via the bulletin, Sunday 

announcements, Facebook, and Constant Contact (our regular email service). Feel free to call 

the church office to be added to the Constant Contact email list if you aren’t already on it. 

Remember that virtual services with no in-person attendance will continue on Sundays at 9:30 

a.m.  
 

— Congregation Council 
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September 10 at 8:00 p.m. with Ms. Carrie 

FAITH FORMATION BOOK CLUB (FOR PARENTS WITH 

TODDLERS THROUGH TEENAGERS) 

In Bless This Mess, readers will gain constructive tools as they learn how to talk to their children about 

social justice, money, God, ethics, bullying, disabilities, sexuality, and their bodies. Parents will also glean 

insights on how to serve others with joy, give generously and gratefully, and—perhaps most important—

learn how to stop being so afraid all the time, even while raising kids in an increasingly chaotic and often 

scary world. With real-life examples, relatable personal stories, and strategies tailored to the toddler, 

preteen, or teenager, Bless This Mess guides parents of children at all stages of their development. Books 

be purchased through Amazon for $10.99. https://www.amazon.com/Bless-This-Mess-Parenting-

Chaotic/dp/1984824120.  

Rev. Molly Baskette and Dr. Ellen O'Donnell will be joining us at the last meeting of our book 

club on September 24 to discuss with our group and answer questions!  
 

September 10 Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83150071888?

pwd=WlBXajBOTFd6aENEaVJ0Y0tvdXJMdz09 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME ISSUE 

Available now! 

Contact the church office and let us know if you would like us to mail you the latest Christ in Our Home 
for July, August, September. Available in small and large print.  

This group regularly meets every other Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. The class is led by Pastor H. Anyone 

can join even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be behind. Join in for good conversation and 

company. https://zoom.us/j/830749150  

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR GROUP 

Tuesday, September 15, at 7:00 p.m. CDT (Every Other Tuesday) 

Join this Sunday's preaching pastor for a conversation following Sunday morning virtual worship!  

https://zoom.us/j/95249698421  

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE HOUR TODAY 
Every Sunday at 10:45 a.m. CDT 

https://www.amazon.com/Bless-This-Mess-Parenting-Chaotic/dp/1984824120
https://www.amazon.com/Bless-This-Mess-Parenting-Chaotic/dp/1984824120
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83150071888?pwd=WlBXajBOTFd6aENEaVJ0Y0tvdXJMdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83150071888?pwd=WlBXajBOTFd6aENEaVJ0Y0tvdXJMdz09
https://zoom.us/j/830749150
https://zoom.us/j/95249698421
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD 

This fall the Lutheran cluster will sponsor a house in Rancho Carlota at 13801 Watson Rd., 78073. New 

precautions for cleanliness and social distancing to prevent the spread of COVID are in effect for this 

build.  Please sign up at https://tinyurl.com/yyrxgla5 or call Trisch Moy at 210-223-5203 x148 to register 

for construction or lunch. 

September 11, 12, 18, 19 and October 2, 3, 9, 10, 31 from 7:45 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

FAITH UNIVERSITY: DEAR CHURCH 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. & Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. in September 

This week we will discuss p. 37-72 
 

We will gather via ZOOM to discuss Rev. Lenny Duncan's new book, Dear Church. Lenny Duncan is the 

unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly incarcerated, he is now a black preacher in the whitest denomination in 

the United States: our very own, ELCA. Shifting demographics and shrinking congregations make all the 

headlines, but Duncan sees something else at work--drawing a direct line between the church's lack of 

diversity and the church's lack of vitality. The problems the ELCA faces are theological, not sociological. 

But so are the answers. Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new 

vision for the future of ELCA and the broader mainline Christian community of faith.  
 

Together we will read and study the book in four parts each week in September. Books can be 

purchased at Amazon (https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Church-Preacher-Whitest-Denomination/

dp/1506452566). ZOOM links will be available in the weekly bulletin or via Constant Contact each 

Wednesday and Thursday morning. If you would like to study the book, but these days and times don't 

work with your schedule, please email Pastor Leslie at leslie@clcah.org. We will add study groups as 

needed. We want everyone to participate!  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89612357827  
 

Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83533662656  

Ends September 15 

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

While we are preparing for another gathering of quilts, school kits, and health kits, we would like to ask 

if members of the congregation could donate school supplies while they are prolific and on sale at this 

time of year. We will be doing our best to help replace some of the many school supply kits that were 

lost in Beirut that are still very needed and never reached their destinations. Thank you for making a 

difference in the lives of those who need it in this time! 
 

This is a list of the school supplies needed for each kit: 4 x 70-sheet notebooks of wide or narrow-ruled 

(no loose-leaf paper), 1 x 30-centimeter ruler, 1 x pencil sharpener, 1 x pair of blunt scissors, 5 x 

unsharpened #2 pencils, 5 x black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel), 1 x box of 16 or 24 crayons, 1 x 2 1/2 

inch eraser. 
 

For any questions call the church office for Lucy’s contact info if you don’t have it. 

https://tinyurl.com/yyrxgla5
https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Church-Preacher-Whitest-Denomination/dp/1506452566
https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Church-Preacher-Whitest-Denomination/dp/1506452566
mailto:leslie@clcah.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89612357827
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83533662656
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FACE MASK CHALLENGE SPECIAL THANKS 
500 face masks for Lutheran World Relief were mailed out for personal care kits from Christ Lutheran!!   

Thanks to Marty Halstead and Lucy Mathesen for sewing and special thanks to Cecil Martinez for his 

donation towards postage and supplies. These will help slow the COVID 19 spread in vulnerable 

communities abroad. Thanks also to Sarah Borrell for sewing masks and spearheading this important 

project. 



 17 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SUMMARY OF PLEDGES AND GIVING 

JULY 2020 
 

Stewardship commitments are the basis for our annual budget. You will note that the budget for July had 

already planned to operate at a loss. That is because we agreed at our annual meeting to continue supporting 

our current church mission at historical levels. This includes our support to our benevolence partners. We 

approved the budget at the annual meeting with the stated goal of working towards additional pledges 

throughout the year. If you don’t have an active pledge on record, please contact the church office at 210-822-

3394 to express your intent. Nothing is binding, but we would like to have everyone make a commitment no 

matter the amount. If you haven’t evaluated your giving in a while, please consider an increase if you are able. 

These two actions will help us close the gap between income and expenses. 
 

OVERALL FINANCIALS 
 

             BUDGETED          ACTUALS 

         FOR JULY, 2020    FOR JULY, 2020 
 

ELECTRONIC OFFERINGS             $14,811           $15,420 
 

NON-ELECTRONIC OFFERINGS            $22,489           $17,660 

TOTAL OFFERINGS             $37,300           $33,080 

 
ADDITIONAL INCOME             $600           $1,472 
 

TOTAL INCOME              $37,900           $34,552 
 

TOTAL EXPENSES              $45,740           $41,792 
 

INCOME LESS EXPENSES             $(7,840)           $(7,240) 
 

Expenses are down as a result of no in-person worship services. Our CLC staff and the Day School staff are 

committed to looking for ways to continue to cut costs.  Remember that the staff agreed to forgo salary 

increases as a way to help with expenses and to express their dedication to our ministries which helped us 

offset the decrease in giving that occurred in July. 
 

PLEDGES 
 

         BUDGETED           RECEIVED 
         FOR JULY, 2020      FOR JULY, 2020 

 

ELECTRONIC    42   42 
 

NON-ELECTRONIC    67   59 
 

Electronic giving is a secure and consistent manner to fulfill your pledge. Even when we return to in-person 

services, we won’t be passing an offering plate for the foreseeable future. You can see on the chart that 

electronic giving is now almost equal to those that mail in checks. Most of us now operate financially with 

direct deposit and bill paying services for our daily lives. Please consider making that change for your offering 

as well.  

 

If you have any questions on the chart, please call or email the church office. Thanks! 
 

- Church Council & Stewardship Team 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY OF FAITH THAT WELCOMES 
All are welcome at Christ Lutheran Church. We emphasize grace, forgiveness, and the reality that 

God is love. The teachings and example of Jesus call us to love one another and to be an inclusive 

and affirming community for people of every culture, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, 

relationship status, family makeup, and spiritual background. No matter what challenges you’re 

facing – physical, mental, spiritual, economic, emotional, moral, or otherwise – we invite you to 

experience God’s grace with us. There is a place for you here. 

 

THE VIRTUAL CLC ESSENTIALS 
The Sunday podcast now includes enhanced audio of the full worship service, including the music. 

Click on the podcast button below to take a listen! If you have your phone then you can subscribe 

to the podcast and it will be sent to your phone on Sundays when it is posted. 

 

Please tune in each Sunday through our website at clcah.org to join in worship starting at 9:30 a.m. 

to see the livestream of the Sunday service. You can also click the button below to our YouTube 

channel to see past worship services as they are archived. 

 

We can still share in each others company and grow in faith even while social distancing. Carrie 

Jowers, our Director of Faith formation, is sending out content weekly via email for families with 

children and youth. Contact her at carrie.jowers@gmail.com to be added to the “Families of Faith” 

list. 

 

Online giving is easy! Now that you have downloaded the bulletin on your phone or computer, 

simply click the link below and it will take you to the giving page to make your offering when you 

are ready. You can also use your phone to scan this QR code and it can take you to our donation 

page at https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/ 

 

 

Click Here 

OFFERING 

Click Here 

PODCAST 
Click Here 

YOUTUBE 

https://clcah.org/
mailto:carrie.jowers@gmail.com?subject=Families%20of%20Faith
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://anchor.fm/christ-lutheran-church
https://anchor.fm/christ-lutheran-church
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6CUe21wQ65rwhfeF9AtaMA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6CUe21wQ65rwhfeF9AtaMA

