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Fifteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

September 13, 2020

GATHERING
PRELUDE

Christ, Be Our Light
- Schmoltze

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name if the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that way we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Holy Lord, your grace and mercy are ever-present in our lives; your forgiveness is
boundless and everlasting. And yet, we are quick to carry a grudge—quick to
find fault, quick to assign blame, quick to harden our hearts toward others. Set
us apart, loving God, to extend and model the grace you have shown us by
offering grace to others. We pray in the name of the one who died so that we
might fully live. Amen.
Christ forgives us, even when we fail to forgive others. We are bound up in the grace of
God and rest in God’s everlasting and unfailing mercy. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Thanks be to God!
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GATHERING HYMN

Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace

ELW #716

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE
In peace, in peace… (Refrain)

For the Reign of God, and for peace through out the world… (Refrain)
For your people here, who have come to give you praise… (Refrain)

Words & Music: Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are an inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we
may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against him.
You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save
many lives.
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died,
17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did
in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell
down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them,
“Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm
to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing
today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way
he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that
despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5Some judge one day to be
better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in
their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 7We do not live to
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For
to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and
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the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. 11For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall give praise to God.” 12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Director of Faith Formation, Carrie Jowers

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Words & Music: Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 23For this reason the kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began
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the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and
all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him,
the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then
he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly
Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Howard Stendahl
Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive

ELW #605
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We pray for those in need, within our own community and throughout the world. We give thanks to
God for the many blessings bestowed upon us. Our petitions end with “Lord, in your mercy” and the
congregation responds: “Hear our prayer.”
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERING

When I Return
- Marta Sheen

Moipei Triplets

Christ Lutheran designates 20% of your Sunday offerings to our benevolence partners who make a direct
impact on the lives of people in our world who need it most. See page 18 for more.
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OFFERTORY

As the Grains of Wheat

Words & Music: Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together. Giving God, all we are and all we have come from you. We
offer back to you what has always been yours. As you have entrusted your gifts
to us, so we return these gifts to you, trusting that you will multiply them to the
great glory of your kingdom on earth. We pray through Jesus who gave the
totality of his life for us. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD

Words & Music: Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

DISTRIBUTION
Two thousand years ago Jesus ate with sinners and those whom others scorned. He still does. None of us
is worthy, except by God’s grace. No matter what you have done or what your present condition, Christ
our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin, and who seek to live in
peace with one another.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Lord I’ve Been Changed
- Spiritual arr. By Larry Shackley

Moipei Triplets
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together. Healing Lord, at this table we feast upon your forgiveness and
your mercy. As we celebrate these extravagant gifts offered so freely to us, may
we be reminded to share them with others in your name. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
As you have been forgiven, now go into a world that needs your forgiving, healing
touch. Bring peace and hope to others, sharing God’s love with all. Amen
HYMN

Christ Be Our Light
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ELW #715

DISMISSAL
Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Epilogue
- Smith
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Preaching Minister
Presiding Minister
Streaming

9:30 a.m.
Pastor Howard Stendahl
Pastor Leslie Price
Sarah Loyd

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
President
Lori Harris
Vice President Michael Fischer
Treasurer
Adam Braaten
Secretary
Heather Rosenquist

At-Large Member
At-Large Member
At-Large Member

STAFF
Senior Pastor
Pastor
Director of Faith Formation
Director for Day School Ministry
Accountant & Office Manager
Office Administrator & AV Tech
Director of Music Ministry
Organist
Youth Choir Director
Youth Choir Accompanist
Asst. to Dir. of Faith Frmn. & Church Keeper
Custodian

Bryan Woods
Chris Fidao
David Hough

Rev. Leslie Price
Rev. Howard Stendahl
Carrie Jowers
Dana Ferraro
Becky Richard
Jesus Garcia
Dr. Daniel Long
Jeff Hammack
Mary Villarreal
Sharon Wiedemann
Brandon Albrecht
Sam Tenorio

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Lisa Diana, Patti Lynch, Allyson Pryor, Elward Reiss, Pam
Sheffield, Laurie Stiteler, Bobby Stobb, Frank Pennington

WELCOME TEAM
Alice Anderson, Carolyn Dufelmeier, Chris Fidao, Lori Harris, Bob & Mary Lynn
Logan, Bob & Karen Corder, Natalie Morgan – Chair, Mary Overstreet, Edna Robbins,
Ida Marie Schultz
Special thanks to Mary Overstreet for creating such magnificent banners and also to John
Malitz’s crew for hanging them. We will be leaving them up until we return, so we will be
joyously welcomed by them.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL PRESCHOOL THROUGH 5TH GRADE
Every Sunday 9:00 a.m.—9:25 a.m.
Please use the zoom link below to start our virtual lesson this Sunday!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82388771416?pwd=TnNxN2p6bU5JYmxDbkMwblE2dHVPQT09

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR GROUP
Tuesday, September 15, at 7:00 p.m. CDT (Every Other Tuesday)
This group regularly meets every other Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. The class is led by Pastor H. Anyone
can join even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be behind. Join in for good conversation and
company. https://zoom.us/j/830749150

FAITH FORMATION BOOK CLUB (FOR PARENTS WITH
TODDLERS THROUGH TEENAGERS)
September 24 at 8:00 p.m. with Ms. Carrie
In Bless This Mess, readers will gain constructive tools as they learn how to talk to their children about
social justice, money, God, ethics, bullying, disabilities, sexuality, and their bodies. Parents will also glean
insights on how to serve others with joy, give generously and gratefully, and—perhaps most important—
learn how to stop being so afraid all the time, even while raising kids in an increasingly chaotic and often
scary world. With real-life examples, relatable personal stories, and strategies tailored to the toddler,
preteen, or teenager, Bless This Mess guides parents of children at all stages of their development. Books
be purchased through Amazon for $10.99. https://www.amazon.com/Bless-This-Mess-ParentingChaotic/dp/1984824120.

Rev. Molly Baskette and Dr. Ellen O'Donnell will be joining us at the last meeting of our book
club on September 24 to discuss with our group and answer questions!
September 24 Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88015697377?
pwd=cGJGT2ZTWkJYaTc1dkM4d1JOMFZnZz09

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD
September 18, 19 and October 2, 3, 9, 10, 31 from 7:45 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
This fall the Lutheran cluster will sponsor a house in Rancho Carlota at 13801 Watson Rd., 78073. New
precautions for cleanliness and social distancing to prevent the spread of COVID are in effect for this
build. Please sign up at https://tinyurl.com/yyrxgla5 or call Trisch Moy at 210-223-5203 x148 to register
for construction or lunch.
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SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
Ends September 15
While we are preparing for another gathering of quilts, school kits, and health kits, we would like to ask
if members of the congregation could donate school supplies while they are prolific and on sale at this
time of year. We will be doing our best to help replace some of the many school supply kits that were
lost in Beirut that are still very needed and never reached their destinations. Thank you for making a
difference in the lives of those who need it in this time!
This is a list of the school supplies needed for each kit: 4 x 70-sheet notebooks of wide or narrow-ruled
(no loose-leaf paper), 1 x 30-centimeter ruler, 1 x pencil sharpener, 1 x pair of blunt scissors, 5 x
unsharpened #2 pencils, 5 x black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel), 1 x box of 16 or 24 crayons, 1 x 2 1/2
inch eraser.

For any questions call the church office for Lucy’s contact info if you don’t have it.

FAITH UNIVERSITY: DEAR CHURCH
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. & Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. in September
This week we will discuss p. 75-109
We will gather via ZOOM to discuss Rev. Lenny Duncan's new book, Dear Church. Lenny Duncan is the
unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly incarcerated, he is now a black preacher in the whitest denomination in
the United States: our very own, ELCA. Shifting demographics and shrinking congregations make all the
headlines, but Duncan sees something else at work--drawing a direct line between the church's lack of
diversity and the church's lack of vitality. The problems the ELCA faces are theological, not sociological.
But so are the answers. Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new
vision for the future of ELCA and the broader mainline Christian community of faith.
Together we will read and study the book in four parts each week in September. Books can be
purchased at Amazon (https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Church-Preacher-Whitest-Denomination/
dp/1506452566). ZOOM links will be available in the weekly bulletin or via Constant Contact each
Wednesday and Thursday morning. If you would like to study the book, but these days and times don't
work with your schedule, please email Pastor Leslie at leslie@clcah.org. We will add study groups as
needed. We want everyone to participate!
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89612357827
Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83533662656

CHRIST IN OUR HOME ISSUE
New issue available now!
Contact the church office and let us know if you would like us to mail you the latest Christ in Our Home
for October, November, December. Available in small and large print.
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Outdoor In-Person Worship: What to expect . . .
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Please bring and utilize face masks.

•

While the risk of transmitting COVID is reduced by these measures, some risk still remains.

Chairs will be set up a minimum of 8 ft apart.
Communion elements will be offered in individual kits.
Feel free to bring bread, wine, & chairs from home if you prefer.
There will be no congregational singing at these services.
Services will be approximately 30 minutes in length.
Use of indoor facilities will be discouraged unless necessary.
If it's raining on Sunday morning, outdoor worship will be cancelled.
If COVID cases spike in SA, outdoor worship will be cancelled at least 24 hours in advance & we will
notify you via email & Facebook.
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Receive to Give … critical support for refugees.
Prior to COVID, the Center for Refugee Services was a vibrant, busy organization helping to integrate
legally resettled refugees, with a focus on health and wellness, education and employment support.
COVID has devastated the organization and its resources, forcing it to close its doors temporarily, then
reopen with limited hours. Most of their 30 volunteers are staying home, they had to cancel their fund
raising gala and they are losing revenue from suspended English classes.
And yet, miracles still happen at this place with a big heart for the suffering and anxiety of refugees. At
present, they are helping an Afghan father coordinate travel, lodging and food so his 8-year-old son can
get lifesaving surgeries at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital for a serious congenital disease. Working with
Medicaid, the child’s physician, the airlines, and donors, they have triumphed against formidable
challenges. Fiercely optimistic, the staff is flexible, creative and determined to help all who seek their
assistance.
During the quarantine, we urge you to continue your financial support of CLC’s benevolence work by
using electronic giving or mailing a check to the church. Christ Lutheran designates 20% of your Sunday
offerings to non-profits like the Center for Refugee Services that are faithfully doing God’s work. You are
literally saving the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ. God bless you.
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NEXT SUNDAY

CONFIRMATION
September 20, Sunday 9:30 a.m.
Avi Escudero will be confirmed and also share a faith statement with us!

GOOD STEWARDS OF CREATION
September 20, All three services
On this day all services will lift up a creation theme as we focus on being good stewards of the grand
creation God has gifted us.

REV. LISA HANSEN - GUEST PREACHING
September 20, All three services
Rev. Lisa Hansen will be guest preaching on this Sunday. We will also do a sending for her as she makes
her way to her next destination after recently retiring from military service.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY OF FAITH THAT WELCOMES
All are welcome at Christ Lutheran Church. We emphasize grace, forgiveness, and the reality that God
is love. The teachings and example of Jesus call us to love one another and to be an inclusive and
affirming community for people of every culture, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, age,
relationship status, family makeup, and spiritual background. No matter what challenges you’re facing
– physical, mental, spiritual, economic, emotional, moral, or otherwise – we invite you to experience
God’s grace with us. There is a place for you here.

THE VIRTUAL CLC ESSENTIALS
The Sunday podcast now includes enhanced audio of the full worship service, including the music.
Click on the podcast button below to take a listen! If you have your phone then you can subscribe to
the podcast and it will be sent to your phone on Sundays when it is posted.
Please tune in each Sunday through our website at clcah.org to join in worship starting at 9:30 a.m. to
see the livestream of the Sunday service. You can also click the button below to our YouTube channel
to see past worship services as they are archived.
We can still share in each others company and grow in faith even while social distancing. Carrie
Jowers, our Director of Faith formation, is sending out content weekly via email for families with
children and youth. Contact her at carrie.jowers@gmail.com to be added to the “Families of Faith” list.

Online giving is easy! Now that you have downloaded the bulletin on your phone or computer, simply
click the link below and it will take you to the giving page to make your offering when you are ready.
You can also use your phone to scan this QR code and it can take you to our donation page at https://
clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

YOUTUBE

OFFERING

PODCAST

Now the Feast and Celebration (As the Grains of Wheat, Gospel Verse, Kyrie, Lamb of God) - Words & Music: Marty Haugen, © 1990
GIA Publications, Inc.; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736554-A.
Parts of the text, and also hymn music in this bulletin are from sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS003667.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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