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Twenty-Fourth Sunday
after Pentecost

November 15, 2020

GATHERING
PRELUDE

Arioso
- Bach

WELCOME
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us
and calls us beloved. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using
your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful
image in one another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved
community. Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our
neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to
rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.
Amen. Thanks be to God!
GATHERING HYMN
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Day by Day

ELW #790

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Merciful Lord, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all
that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and truth that the whole world might
know the abundance of your love. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the here
and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,”
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant
woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day
to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we
are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us
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keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk
get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with
him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are
doing.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain
things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided
them.
Jesus said to the disciples: 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more
talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.
18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground
and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and
settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents;
see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two
more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter
into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not
sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather
where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have,
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing,
even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Leslie Price
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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ELW #674

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We pray for those in need, within our own community and throughout the world. We give thanks to
God for the many blessings bestowed upon us. Our petitions end with “Hear us, O God” and the
congregation responds: “Your mercy is great.”
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERING

Come Christians, Join to Sing
- arr. by Dave Perry

Small Choir

Christ Lutheran designates 20% of your Sunday offerings to our benevolence partners who make a
direct impact on the lives of people in our world who need it most. See page 15 for more.
OFFERTORY

As the Grains of Wheat

(Verses continued on next page.)
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together. Gracious Lord, there are no limits to the gifts you have given
us. Now we return thanks to you for these gifts, and we bring these tokens to
you, asking for your blessing on givers and gifts. Help us to be your witnesses
throughout the world. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
8

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION
Two thousand years ago Jesus ate with sinners and those whom others scorned. He still does. None of
us is worthy, except by God’s grace. No matter what you have done or what your present condition,
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin, and who seek to
live in peace with one another.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Here I am Lord
Jesus Garcia
- Daniel Schutte, arr. by Craig Courtney

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together. Gracious God, your mercy is everlasting, and your love never
fades. We give you thanks for the grace received at this table. May it strengthen
us to be your witnesses to a world in need. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen
HYMN

How Great Thou Art
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ELW #856

DISMISSAL
Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Sortie
- Lemmens
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Preaching Minister
Presiding Minister
Streaming
Lector

9:30 a.m.
Pastor Leslie Price
Pastor Howard Stendahl
Sarah Loyd
Cyndi Erp-Long

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
President
Lori Harris
Vice President
Michael Fischer
Treasurer
Adam Braaten
Secretary
Heather Rosenquist

At-Large Member
At-Large Member
At-Large Member

STAFF
Senior Pastor
Pastor
Director of Faith Formation
Director for Day School Ministry
Accountant & Office Manager
Office Administrator & AV Tech
Director of Music Ministry
Organist
Youth Choir Director
Youth Choir Accompanist
Asst. to Dir. of Faith Frmn. & Church Keeper
Custodian

Bryan Woods
Chris Fidao
David Hough

Rev. Leslie Price
Rev. Howard Stendahl
Carrie Jowers
Dana Ferraro
Becky Richard
Jesus Garcia
Dr. Daniel Long
Jeff Hammack
Mary Villarreal
Sharon Wiedemann
Brandon Albrecht
Sam Tenorio

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Lisa Diana, Patti Lynch, Allyson Pryor, Elward Reiss, Pam
Sheffield, Laurie Stiteler, Bobby Stobb, Frank Pennington
WELCOME TEAM
Alice Anderson, Carolyn Dufelmeier, Chris Fidao, Lori Harris, Bob & Mary Lynn
Logan, Bob & Karen Corder, Natalie Morgan – Chair, Mary Overstreet, Edna Robbins,
Ida Marie Schultz
Special thanks to Mary Overstreet for creating such magnificent banners and also to John
Malitz’s crew for hanging them. We will be leaving them up until we return, so we will be
joyously welcomed by them.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL PRESCHOOL THROUGH 5TH GRADE
Every Sunday 9:00—9:25 a.m. with Ms. Carrie
Please use the zoom link below to start our virtual lesson this Sunday!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87528731687?pwd=M2tJQ1k2alJMN2I5d3ZrWm9aK1FKUT09

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Not Meeting Today
Please use this time to join us at the church picnic! See below for more information.

BYOE CHURCH PICNIC
TODAY, November 15, at 11:15 a.m.
BYOE—Bring your Own Everything! - For safety reasons we ask that you bring your own food, drink,
silverware, napkins, blankets, lawn chairs, you could also utilize the back of your truck or SUV, etc. We
will have folding chairs available from the 10:45 a.m. service if you want to use these. We will socialize
while distanced & masked. Join the fun, as we come together safely.

CONFIRMATION LARGE GROUP (6TH & 8TH GRADERS)
TODAY, November 15, at 4:30 p.m.
Just a reminder that confirmation class will continue today on Zoom with Pastor Leslie. This is mandatory
so all confirmands must be present.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82463663953

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR GROUP
Tuesday, November 24, at 7:00 p.m. CDT (Every Other Tuesday)
This group regularly meets every other Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. The class is led by Pastor H. Anyone
can join even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be behind. Join in for good conversation and
company. https://zoom.us/j/830749150 or 346-248-7799
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FAITH UNIVERSITY: LEARNING TO WALK IN THE DARK
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. & Thursdays at 12:00 p.m.
This week we will discuss chapters 7 – 9.
We will gather via Zoom to consider Barbara Brown Taylor’s Learning to Walk in the Dark. As a former
pastor and continued spiritual leader, Taylor has become increasingly uncomfortable with our tendency
to associate all that is good with lightness and all that is evil and dangerous with darkness. Doesn’t God
work in the nighttime as well? In Learning to Walk in the Dark, Taylor asks us to put aside our fears and
anxieties and to explore all that God has to teach us “in the dark.” Join Pastor Leslie this November as
we journey with Taylor into the dark and see what we discover there.
Together, under the leadership of Pastor Leslie, we will read and study the book in three parts for the
first three weeks in November. Books can be purchased at Amazon (https://www.amazon.com/LearningWalk-Barbara-Brown-Taylor/dp/0062024353) ZOOM links will be available in the weekly bulletin or via
Constant Contact each Wednesday and Thursday morning.
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82087217920 or call 346-248-7799
Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82105756002 or call 346-248-7799

AGAPE FOOD DRIVE
The month of November
Agape Ministry is in need of food donations for the growing needs of families during this time. The
following items are needed: canned fruit, canned vegetables, canned meats, fresh or frozen meat, peanut
butter, jelly, mac & cheese, pasta, pasta or tomato sauce, dry beans (1 to 2 lbs), rice, soup, potato flakes,
cereal, laundry soap. They are accepting monetary donations as well which can be mailed to P.O. Box
18042, San Antonio, TX 78218 or if you would prefer you can make a donation to the church and CLC can
get it to Agape Ministry for you. We will be continuing to collect food at the church for the month of
November, so you may bring your donations to the church office or drop them off at outdoor worship.
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Receive to Give … a lifeline for lonely seniors.
Northeast Senior Assistance (NESA) provides transportation and other services to help lonely,
fragile seniors remain independent. A corps of volunteers provides rides to medical appointments,
grocery-shopping services, and prescription drug pick-up and delivery. COVID has reduced funding
from area churches and other sources and forced many volunteers to take a hiatus until the
coronavirus is under control. Existing and a few new volunteers have stepped up to keep the critical
services flowing, but they are desperate for additional volunteers. They exercise optimum safety
precautions to protect clients, volunteers and staff.
To illustrate their impact on seniors: Harriett is 91 and has outlived her husband and friends. She
lives alone in a tiny apartment, and relies on NESA for groceries, medication, health care visits and
wellness checks. “We could not cut services to her,” they report, so when her 84-year-old longtime
shopper needed to self-isolate, they found a new driver. “We were so afraid for her welfare.”
During the quarantine, we urge you to continue your financial support of CLC’s benevolence work
by using electronic giving or mailing a check to the church. Christ Lutheran designates 20% of your
Sunday offerings to non-profits like NESA that are faithfully doing God’s work. You are literally
saving the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ. God bless you.

Sunday Worship Schedule
8:30 a.m. Outdoor In-Person
9:30 a.m. Livestream ONLY
(no in-door attendance)
10:45 a.m. Outdoor In-Person

Outdoor In-Person Worship: What to expect . . .
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Please bring and utilize face masks.
Chairs will be set up a minimum of 8 ft apart.
Please sit only with your quarantine group.
Communion elements will be offered in individual kits.
Feel free to bring bread, wine, & chairs from home if you prefer.
Services will be approximately 30 minutes in length.
Use of indoor facilities will be discouraged unless necessary.
If it's raining on Sunday morning, outdoor worship will be cancelled.
If COVID cases spike in SA, outdoor worship will be cancelled at least 24 hours in advance &
we will notify you via email & Facebook.
While the risk of transmitting COVID is reduced by these measures, some risk still remains.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY OF FAITH THAT WELCOMES
All are welcome at Christ Lutheran Church. We emphasize grace, forgiveness, and the reality that
God is love. The teachings and example of Jesus call us to love one another and to be an inclusive
and affirming community for people of every culture, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, age,
relationship status, family makeup, and spiritual background. No matter what challenges you’re
facing – physical, mental, spiritual, economic, emotional, moral, or otherwise – we invite you to
experience God’s grace with us. There is a place for you here.

THE VIRTUAL CLC ESSENTIALS
The Sunday podcast now includes enhanced audio of the full worship service, including the music.
Click on the podcast button below to take a listen! If you have your phone then you can subscribe
to the podcast and it will be sent to your phone on Sundays when it is posted.
Please tune in each Sunday through our website at clcah.org to join in worship starting at 9:30 a.m.
to see the livestream of the Sunday service. You can also click the button below to our YouTube
channel to see past worship services as they are archived.
We can still share in each others company and grow in faith even while social distancing. Carrie
Jowers, our Director of Faith formation, is sending out content weekly via email for families with
children and youth. Contact her at carrie.jowers@gmail.com to be added to the “Families of Faith”
list.
Online giving is easy! Now that you have downloaded the bulletin on your phone or computer,
simply click the link below and it will take you to the giving page to make your offering when you
are ready. You can also use your phone to scan this QR code and it can take you to our donation
page at https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

YOUTUBE

OFFERING

PODCAST

Now the Feast and Celebration (As the Grains of Wheat, Gospel Verse, Kyrie, Lamb of God) - Words & Music: Marty Haugen, © 1990
GIA Publications, Inc.; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736554-A.
Parts of the text, and also hymn music in this bulletin are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003667.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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