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PROCLAIMER
C h r i s t  L u t h e r a n 

       October 2026

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, 
 That you have kept me this night from all harm and danger;
 And I pray You that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil,
 That all my doings and life may please You.  

For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 
Let your holy angels have charge concerning me, that the wicked one have no power over me.  
Amen. 

The above is known among Lutheran pastors and teachers as “Luther’s Morning Prayer.”  Over the 
years, I have kept a copy of this prayer on my desk, in many different churches, chapels, deployed 
military areas -- or wherever I may be, so that it becomes the first thing I see each morning.  No 
longer do I need the words, as they are etched into my mind like the Catechism in a young Lutheran 
confirmand’s noggin.  I know the words, but their presence on my desk reminds me to make prayer 
the first item of agenda for the day.  

As a young child, I noted a glow-in-the-dark plaque in my Godparents’ bedroom that read “Prayer 
Changes Things.”  More than 70 years later, I remember that turn of phrase, and my struggle with 
it.  The boy who first saw it wondered if a person could actually change the course of events 
through prayer.  I was skep�cal, even as a child.  Earnest in my occasional prayer, I found myself 
usually asking for protec�on from the consequences of some of my choices.  Perhaps it worked, as I 
am s�ll here, having survived all manner of circumstances, even threats to life and well-being.  

Over those years I have also developed a prac�ce of intercessory prayer, that is, prayer for others.  
Twice each day, at 9:00 in the morning and 9:00 at night, even briefly, I remember those who are ill 
or suffering, and those who have asked me to pray for them.  Most seek healing, either for 
themselves or those they love.  I speak or quietly remember their requests before God.  I wish I 
could tell you that in every case, God delivered exactly what the pe��oners sought.  Yet people s�ll 
fell ill, some were healed, some also succumbed to the inevitable transi�on that awaits us all.  

Through all the years of Morning Prayer, of praying for peace with those who bore our na�on’s 
weapons, or interceding for those within my pastoral responsibility, it has always been as though I 
became a privileged par�cipant in their own spiritual lives.  It remains a gi� of trust that anyone 
would come to another person and ask for their prayers, as if to say, “Join me in this �me of my 
life,” be it pleasure or pain, joy or sorrow.  In this way, prayer becomes not a magic trick or some 
kind of spiritual performance, but a great builder of community, where we become blessed with 
opportuni�es to serve and to share.  We may not be able to affect an instant healing for someone 
who is ill, or provide complete restora�on to a disabled loved one, but we can bring them 
sustenance, be it nutri�on or the sustaining power of companionship and care.  Prayer is most 
effec�ve when it is followed with loving ac�on.  

S�ll, I pray when I get to the office in the morning, and in intercession for others at 9 and 9.  I do so 
while remembering that glow-in-the-dark image that assured Prayer Changes Things.  What I have 
learned through the years, even when God doesn’t always do what I ask, is that, always, Prayer 
Changes Me.  

Pastor H

From the Pastor . . .
Worship
Sunday Morning

Worship at 
8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.

Livestream 10:30 a.m. 

Chris�an 
Educa�on for all 

at 9:30 a.m.

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
210-822-3394

office@clcah.org

The office will be closed 
Monday, October 12 in 

observance of Indiginous 
People' s Day.



Upcoming Quilting Events ● October 18 & November 1

Visitation & Prayer Chain Informational Meeting ● October 11 ● 11:45 a.m. 
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Readers, you’re invited to join the CLC Book Club on Tuesday, October 6 at 6:45 p.m. in the Primrose 
House. This month’s selec�on: The Code Breaker by Walter Isaacson.

We welcome those who are interested in learning more about becoming a Eucharis�c Minister as well as joining 
the Visitors Congrega�onal Care Ministry and prayer chain. Please join us on Sunday, October 11, at 11:45 a.m., 
in the Fellowship Hall for an informa�on session led by Pastor H.  Light Snacks will be offered.  

Blessing of the Quilts: October 18

A big thank you to all who have volunteered �me, talent, and 
loving spirit to complete quilts for distribu�on around the world 
through Lutheran World Relief. The quilts have journeyed as far 
away as Tanzania, where they have provided warmth to infants 
and toddlers, enabling them to thrive and develop – to the Texas 
Hill Country, where 8,500 were distributed to those affected by 
the 2025 flood. On October 18, as the quilts adorn our church 
pews, we will ask God’s blessing that more people will benefit 
from these gi�s of love.

We also will ask for some addi�onal assistance from all of you by 
seeking small dona�ons so that these quilts can con�nue their 
journeys to the LWR Distribu�on Center in Bal�more.  Thank you 
in advance for your generosity so that more people will con�nue 
to feel the warmth of love through these quilts.

Bid on a Beau�ful Quilt: Sunday, November 8

Stop by the CrossWay before, between, or a�er services to do 
some shopping for yourself or someone special by bidding on 
quilts and other hand-cra�ed items made by members of our 
quilt group.

The proceeds will be used to purchase needed materials to 
complete our quilts and to keep our generously-donated sewing 
machines in working order. See you there! 

Gloria Meyer

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLC Book Club ● October 6 ● 6:45 p.m.



Living in Interesting Times ● Thursdays ● 7:00 p.m.

Oktoberfest ● October 25 ● 5:00 p.m.

CLC women are invited to join the Lucies for our monthly discussions in the Parlor during the Sunday school 
hour. Unless there is a conflict, we typically meet on the third Sunday to discuss thought-provoking essays and 
other wri�en works that help us find hope in the world. This month, we’re reading Nicholas Krostof’s essay, 
“Where the Teacher is a Hero,” from the NY Times. Grab a cup of coffee and join our friendly group! If you’d like 
a copy of the essay, please let me know.

Jan Schubert Norris

Prost! Polka, pretzels, and plenty of gemütlichkeit! Join us 
for our annual Oktoberfest celebra�on, Sunday, October 
25 at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Along with tradi�onal German fare, we’ll also be hos�ng a 
Bavarian Dessert Compe��on! Bakers of all ages are 
invited to show off their sweetest crea�ons. From 
tradi�onal Black Forest cake and apple strudel to crea�ve 
takes on classic German treats, bring your favorite recipe 
and let your baking shine!

Desserts will compete for prizes in these fun categories:
 Best Presenta�on
 Most Authen�c Bavarian Dessert
 Most Crea�ve Crea�on

Bring your family, friends, and favorite 
recipes for an evening of Bavarian fun, 
delicious desserts, and friendly 
compe��on! Prost!

Use the QR code above to sign up to help.

Living in Interes�ng Times will meet Thursday, October 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
All are invited. In this group, we promise not to quote anyone outside the sessions or do anything which could 
harm the vulnerable.

Because of our rapidly changing �mes, guest presenters are hard to confirm and publish a month in advance. 
We plan to con�nue invi�ng about two speakers per month. Please check the Sunday bulle�ns for the latest 
informa�on. The group is par�cipa�ng in the October 3 local march against the proposed deten�on facility on 
Loop 410. Watch for details.  If you wish to be added to the group email list or have other concerns, please 
contact me at prziese@gmail.com.

Rev. Dr. Paul Ziese
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lucy Circle ● October 20 ● 9:30 a.m.



All Saints Sunday / Dia de los Muertos ● November 1 



http://vote411.org
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We also con�nue to deliver groceries to immigrant families who fear leaving their homes.  If you would like to 
help in this vital ministry, contact me at lisa@clcah.org, and I will get you connected.  If you would like to 
donate towards the purchase of the Care Kits for our houseless neighbors’ project, we welcome dona�ons.  
Please specify Care Kit in your offering. These kits are available in the narthex for anyone to give out when 
you see an unhoused person in need. Our next quarterly Mission and Outreach Mee�ng will be Monday, 
November 2, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  A Zoom link will be provided.  For more informa�on, contact me at 
lisa@clcah.org. 

Deacon Lisa Diana

       Here is an update on the work that many CLC members and other friends are doing to deliver groceries 
to our immigrant neighbors. We work with Nuevos Vecinos, a warm and welcoming ministry that is serving 
many immigrant families with a full range of cri�cal services. Our CLC project has had 40 persons delivering 
weekly groceries to the homes of 11 immigrant families. Due to team changes and deporta�ons, we are now 
delivering to eight families. Currently, Nuevos Vecinos is providing services to 65 families with 42 families on 
the wait list. Some 75% of the families on the waitlist are there because a spouse has been detained or 
deported.

Our teams func�on best when we have five members so that the fi�h person can drive on the months that 
have five weeks and the other four team members can keep their rota�on the same each month. The fi�h 
person can also subs�tute when another team member is out of town. If you would be able to purchase and 
deliver approximately $50 worth of food to a family during months that 
have five weeks and possibly deliver another teammate's food when 
they are unable, we believe you will find this to be a very gra�fying 
ministry. We want to develop more teams. I have team members 
who can afford the $50 each month, but don't have the �me to 
deliver. I also have team members who can drive, but can't 
afford to pay. Any help is truly appreciated!

A big thank you to all who have been part of this ministry 
already. We know the work we are doing is a drop in 
the bucket, but at least we are doing something. The 
families we are serving know that someone sees 
them and truly cares about them. This is a powerful 
message!

Here is one of the many thanks I have received from 
these families:

"Good a�ernoon! I am so incredibly grateful and 
wish you many blessings. You know that one of my 
dreams is to have the means to be a blessing to 
others as well. Thank you to all of you and your 
organiza�on. It has been a great blessing and help to me and my children."

 Lois McGuire

MISSION AND OUTREACH

Groceries for Immigrants
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MISSION AND OUTREACH

One Immigrant Family’s Story... 
And How We Can Respond as Followers of Jesus

(Lois McGuire, working with Pastor Dianne Garcia at Nuevos Vecinos, has organized eight teams of four volunteers each who are 
purchasing and delivering groceries to feed struggling immigrant families. We are responding to Jesus’ plea to feed the poor and 
to welcome the stranger. We introduce you to one family we have served that represents countless others who are living in fear of 
arrest and deporta�on. All they ask is a chance to work, contribute, take care of their families, be treated with human dignity, 
and live in peace.)

Jennifer was just 18 when she le� Venezuela in search of a be�er life. A�er traveling to Ecuador, she met her 
husband, Julian, in Colombia. They began an odyssey in search of economic stability, looking for work and 
safety in Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru, Argen�na and other places. They found they could not survive the high cost of 
living and low wages, and finally came to the U.S., lured by visions of the American Dream.

Like so many other desperate seekers of freedom and asylum, they made the terrifying trip across Panama and 
the Darien Gap on foot, carrying their three small daughters, one of whom was just a year old. This was in 
June, 2024. The arduous journey filled them with uncertainty and regret, but they had sold everything they 
owned to make the trip and had no home to return to, so they kept walking. Jennifer suffered a broken ankle 
and bloody feet.

When they arrived in the U.S., they went through legal channels and were assigned a federal asylum case, but 
it was later revoked by the current administra�on, leaving them without legal status or recourse. They have 
been unwi�ngly living as fugi�ves, although they have done nothing wrong.

Despite the soul-wrenching hardships they endured on their journey, in retrospect it was easier than some of 
the obstacles they’ve encountered since arriving in the U.S. Crossing the border at Brownsville, they were 
subjected to psychological humilia�on and abuse. The en�re family was infested with bed bugs. A�er they 
were released, they made their way to San Antonio – des�tute and hungry. Yet they were turned away from 
shelters because of the bed bugs. 

They spent one cold winter night on a Via bus bench with no money and had not eaten in 24 hours. They went 
to a hospital where they were fed, and the hospital contacted Pastor Dianne Garcia of Nuevos Vecinos. She 
helped them find a place to live, Julian got a job, and then the immigra�on raids began. Someone in the 
apartment complex where they were staying reported them. They have since relocated several �mes.

Their three adorable li�le girls cannot go to school or the park to play outside for the threats against 
immigrants. Nuevos Vecinos has helped in many ways, and they are very grateful for the groceries Christ 
Lutheran delivers every week. But they are �red of living in fear, perpetually on the run. Her physical and 
mental health are in peril. They can’t trust anyone. When we last spoke with them on September 11, they 
were planning to turn themselves in, believing that they will be placed in a deten�on center, then deported – 
she and the children to Venezuela, and Julian to Colombia. She was making candies and desserts to sell, trying 
to raise enough money to cover food, rent, and transporta�on from Venezuela to Colombia to meet up with 
Julian. Our Mission and Outreach team approved a gi� to Nuevos Vecinos, which was split between the 
ministry and Jennifer’s family. 

We con�nue to seek, with gra�tude, dona�ons to the Mission and Outreach fund to help others. We also ask 
for prayers for Jennifer and Julian and all who are in our country seeking a be�er life.

 Jan Norris, Claudia Stendahl, Dan Stendahl

A Personal Account of the Immigrant Experience
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Update from the Director of Faith Forma�on

September brought a wonderful kickoff to our youth and children’s 
ac�vi�es at Christ Lutheran! Our junior and senior high youth jumped in to
help run carnival games at Rally Day, and they did a fantas�c job. Sunday School and 
Confirma�on also got off to a great start with an enthusias�c turnout!

A special thanks to Pa�, Beth, Lisa, Elizabeth, Sco�, and Suz for volunteering to serve as our lead 
Sunday School teachers this year. We are so grateful for their �me, energy, and commitment to helping 
our kids grow in faith.

FX3 also kicked off the year with a fun night of fellowship at Chicken N Pickle, complete with plenty of 
pickleball and laughter. Our youth choirs have begun rehearsals, and we are excited to hear them share their 
gi�s in worship. FX3 Rooted also got started with a great discussion centered around the FaithLens curriculum.

I’m looking forward to a frigh�ully fun and busy October!  We have another Confirma�on lesson on October 
14, the FX3 trip to the Circle N Corn Maze on October 23, youth volunteering and fun at Oktoberfest on 
October 25, and a Spooky Trunk-or-Treat on October 30.

There is a lot happening, and I’m so excited to con�nue growing together in faith, fellowship, and fun!

 Ms. Blythe

      Stepping Stones: My Bible (3rd and 4th graders and their families)
Sunday, October 4, 9:30 a.m., Parlor

One of the special faith milestones we celebrate at Christ Lutheran is the receiving of a Bible. As third and 
fourth graders, children are at an exci�ng age when independent reading skills begin to blossom. This session 
helps children discover the Bible as more than just a book—it is a place where we hear God’s stories, learn 
about God’s love, and discover how God is present in our lives.

During this special �me together, children will learn how to use their Bibles, explore the different parts, and 
become more comfortable finding and reading Scripture on their own. Most importantly, they will be 
reminded that the Bible is a gi� they can return to throughout their lives as they con�nue to learn, grow, and 
deepen their faith.

Receiving a Bible is a meaningful step in a child’s faith journey, and we are excited to celebrate this milestone 
with our children and families. RSVP to Ms. Blythe if your family will be able to a�end.

Confirma�on Class: (6th through 8th grades)
Wednesday, October 14, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Confirma�on Class with Ms. Blythe will meet on Wednesday, October 14, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Come early 
to grab pizza before we head out to begin our study of the Old Testament. Students, be sure to bring your 
binders and confirma�on Bibles!

At 7:30 p.m. Pastor H will lead a brief training for those interested in being a lector.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Children & Youth Classes



All ages and family make-ups are invited to join us for dinner on Wednesday evenings in the Fellowship Hall! 
Once a month we have pizza, and on the rest of the Wednesdays, families and individuals take turns bringing 
a main dish, a side, a dessert, etc. Use the QR code above if you would like to help out by bringing something 
or by se�ng up or cleaning up. We hope to see you on Wednesdays regardless.

Please join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the children’s chapel.
This year, we will begin with a combined children’s chapel for students ages 3 years old through 5th grade. 
A�er a shared message with Ms. Blythe, children will go upstairs and break into age-level groups for their 
studies:

�� 3 years olds to Kindergarten: Exploring Bible stories through the Godly Play curriculum

�� Lower Elementary: Art, Games and Music 

�� Upper Elementary: Art, Games and Music

�� 6th–12th grade: FX3 Connect in the Game Room (meet directly upstairs)

Please plan to drop off your child downstairs in the children’s chapel and pick up upstairs in their age level 
room! If you have any ques�ons, please contact blythe@clcah.org.

Note: No Sunday School on October 11 due to fall break.
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Weekly Sunday School ● Sundays ● 9:30 a.m.

Community Dinners ● Wednesdays ● 6:15 p.m.
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH

          FX3 Rooted
         Wednesdays, 5:45–6:30 p.m.

FX3 Rooted is a weekly Bible study designed specifically for junior high students. Students meet upstairs with 
Ms. Blythe for a dedicated �me to dive deeper into God’s Word, ask ques�ons, and discover how faith 
connects to their everyday lives. Our goal is simple: to grow deeper in God’s Word and become rooted in 
faith.

Children’s Choir, Wednesdays, 5:30-6:15 p.m.
Angelicus choir (Pre K- Kinder) and Gloria Choir (1st – 5th grade)

The Gloria and Angelicus Choirs are off to a great start! We are so excited to have the joyful voices of our 
children gracing the halls of our church and our Sanctuary once again. All are welcome to a community 
supper following Wednesday evening rehearsals in the Fellowship Hall at 6:15 p.m. Parents, thanks so much 
for your support and please mark your calendars with the important dates listed below. We know the 
congrega�on will enjoy hearing our younger members singing in worship this fall.

Choir rehearsals will run each Wednesday through December 16 (please note no rehearsal November 25 for 
Thanksgiving break). Sco� Merkord, Elizabeth Yust, Greg Murphy and Becky Richard will lead our choristers 
ages three through Kindergarten in the Children’s Chapel. Mary Pa�no and Sharon Ruiz will lead our 1st 
through 5th grade students in the Sanctuary. We hope no one will miss this musical fun!

Angelicus Choir Singing      Gloria Choir Singing  
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship:    10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship:
October 4      October 11
October 25      November 8
December 13      December 13

Trunks & Volunteers Needed!
Join us for a Spooky Trunk-or-Treat on Friday, October 30 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Primrose House parking lot! Come dressed in your favorite costume 
and enjoy an evening of Halloween fun for the whole family.

We’ll have Trunk-or-Treat, an escape room, cra�s, games, and other fun 
ac�vi�es. There will be plenty of treats, laughs, and opportuni�es to enjoy 
the season together!

Want to help? We’re looking for families and volunteers to sponsor and 
decorate a trunk for Trunk-or-Treat. Bring your crea�vity and help make 
the evening special for our kids! if you can sponsor a trunk, email 
blythe@clcah.org.

We hope you’ll join us for a spooktacular night of fun and fellowship! 

Wednesday Night Classes

Trunk or Treat ● October 30 ● 6:00 p.m.
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PRAISES TO:
�� All the Rally Day 

Volunteers! We couldn’t 
have done it without you!

�� Pa� Lynch, Beth Whi�en, 
Lisa Diana, Sco� Merkord, 
Elizabeth Yust, and Suz 
Braaten for volunteering 
to teach Sunday School 
this year.

�� Those who a�ended the 
NAMI Mental Health 
Conference and NAMI 
Walk to represent the 
Congrega�onal Collec�ve. 

�� Volunteers who served a 
meal at Haven for Hope. 

�� Paul Pfeifer for going to 
Washington, D.C. to 
advocate for immigra�on 
jus�ce at the Global 
Refuge Annual Advocacy 
Summit.  

�� All who are purchasing 
and delivering groceries 
to immigrant families.

MEMBER NEWS:
�� Funerals - Our sympathy 

to the family and friends 
of Fernando Feliciano, 
whose life we celebrated 
on September 25; and to 
the loved ones of Ivy 
Schwartz, whose 
celebra�on of life will be 
held on October 6.

CONGREGATION
COUNCIL

Bryan Woods
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Natalie Stone
Vice-President
Jeff Timm
Treasurer
Paul Pfeifer
Secretary
Karen Corder
At-Large Member
Lorraine Po�er
At-Large Member
Margaret Vallejo
At-Large Member
The Rev. Leslie Price
Senior Pastor
The Rev. Howard Stendahl
Pastor

STAFF
The Rev. Leslie Price
Senior Pastor
The Rev. Howard Stendahl
Pastor
Blythe Boeck
Director of Faith Forma�on 
Dana Ferraro
Director of Day School
Deacon Lisa Diana
Minister of Mission & Outreach
Teresa Hacke�
Office & Property Manager
Dr. Dan Long
Director of Music Ministry
Jeff Hammack
Organist
Sharon Wiedemann
Accountant
Mary Pa�no
Youth Choir Director
Sam Tenorio 
Custodian
Jesus Garcia
A/V Tech
Carolyn Dufelmeier
Event Coordinator
Clara Tenorio
Nursery A�endant
Silas Tenorio
Intern for Director of Faith Forma�on
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

6720 Broadway
San Antonio, TX 78209
clcah.org 
210.822.3397


